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ADAM ACOSTA  
White & Case LLP 

 
 
Adam Acosta is an associate attorney in White & Case LLP’s Global Competition Practice.  His practice 
focuses on antitrust litigation, government investigations, and related counseling.  Mr. Acosta represents 
clients in a wide range of industries and frequently represents clients in the pharmaceutical industry with 
cases involving allegations of reverse payment settlements and product hopping.  
 
Prior to joining White & Case, Mr. Acosta completed a two-year clerkship in the U.S. District Court for the 
Southern District of Indiana.  He serves as a board member for the Hispanic Bar Association of D.C. and is 
active in the American Bar Association’s Antitrust Section. 
 
 
 

 
 

RASHIDA ADAMS 
White & Case LLP 

 
 
Rashida Adams has been an associate in White & Case’s Financial Restructuring & Insolvency group since 
October 2015. She has experience in a wide range of corporate restructurings and bankruptcies, 
representing debtors, creditors, banks, hedge funds, asset purchasers and other strategic parties in 
connection with pre-packaged and traditional bankruptcies, out-of-court workouts, DIP and exit 
financings, bankruptcy litigation and Section 363 sales. Rashida is also actively involved in the firm’s pro-
bono practice, where she has worked on a number of projects, including representing individuals in 
connection with Due Process and other Constitutional law issues. 
 
Rashida received a Bachelor of Arts from New York University in 2007 and completed a J.D. magna cum 
laude from the University of Minnesota Law School in 2014. Following law school, she served as a law 
clerk to the Honorable Robert E. Grossman of the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District 
of New York. She is admitted to practice in the State of New York and the United States District Courts for 
the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York.  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/adam-acosta-54132140/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rashidajadams/
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DUPE ADEGOKE 
Reed Smith LLP 

 
 
Dupe is an associate in Reed Smith's New York office and is a member of the firm’s Complex Litigation 
Group. Since graduating from the University of Pennsylvania Law School in 2013, Dupe has gained 
valuable skills working on complex commercial litigations and managing internal and securities 
investigations. Dupe is an experienced litigator with a particular focus on defending financial institutions 
and corporations in all phases of commercial litigation in New York and New Jersey, state and federal 
courts. Additionally, Dupe devotes significant time to pro bono matters, including the firm’s capital 
punishment matters.  Beyond the firm, she is involved in her community, volunteering, and serving as a 
mentor for America Needs You, a non-profit organization that pairs low-income college students with 
professionals in various fields. She is also a frequent traveler, exploring at least one new country a year.  
 
 
 

 

RANDA ADRA 
Crowell & Moring LLP 

 
 
Randa Adra is a counsel in the New York office of Crowell & Moring LLP, where she practices in the firm's 
International Dispute Resolution and Litigation groups. Randa works on matters for domestic and multi-
national companies from a broad spectrum of industries. Randa's international dispute resolution practice 
focuses on representing clients in international investment, commercial arbitration matters and US 
enforcement proceedings.  In her litigation practice, Randa represents clients in a wide range of complex 
litigation matters, including antitrust class actions and multidistrict proceedings. She also has experience 
providing antitrust counseling and advocacy for international and domestic investigations, mergers, and 
acquisitions.   
 
In addition, Randa maintains an active pro bono practice, primarily focusing on representing clients in 
asylum and refugee resettlement proceedings. Randa earned her J.D. from Cornell Law School, prior to 
she lived in Beirut, Lebanon, where she received her B.A. from the American University of Beirut. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/dupe-adegoke-999a3834/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/randaadra
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NELLY ALMEIDA 
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP 

 
 
Nelly Almeida is an associate in the New York office of Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy and a member 
of the firm’s Financial Restructuring Group. Ms. Almeida has participated in representing debtors, 
creditors, lenders, and other interested parties in complex chapter 11 cases and out-of-court 
restructurings, including in the cases of GulfMark Offshore, Inc. (ad hoc group of noteholders); 
International Shipholding, Inc. (DIP lender and plan sponsor); Emas Chiyoda Subsea Ltd. (agent for 
Constellation facility lenders); Ultra Petroleum Corp. (ad hoc committee of noteholders); Ultrapetrol 
Bahamas (ad hoc committee of noteholders); Embraport (bank lenders); Southern Air Holdings, Inc. 
(debtor), Chassix Holdings, Inc. (debtor), and the Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea Company, Inc. (debtor). 
Further, Ms. Almeida has worked on teams representing monoline insurers with exposure to municipal 
debt, including in the chapter 9 cases of Stockton, San Bernardino, California and Puerto Rico. 
 
Ms. Almeida has committed time to pro bono work, and she has been recognized for her pro bono service 
by Sanctuary for Families and The Legal Aid Society. She is also currently a member of the Young 
Professionals Board for Friends of the Children NY. Ms. Almeida received a B.A. degree from Amherst 
College and a J.D. degree, cum laude, from the University of Michigan. She is also fluent in Spanish.   
 
 
 

 

SARAH ANSTEY 
Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen & Loewy, LLP 

 
 
Sarah currently serves as corporate immigration counsel to a diverse portfolio of multinational companies 
across a variety of industries including retail, banking and finance, information technology, research and 
development, manufacturing, and electronics.  Sarah has significant experience working with in-house 
legal departments and human resources professionals to develop and execute high volume, complex 
immigration programs focused on efficiency and compliance. Sarah’s practice includes advising corporate 
clients on immigration-related due diligence matters related to corporate reorganizations and advising in 
areas of complex and emerging immigration policy.  Sarah is a 2006 graduate of Syracuse University 
College of Law and a 2002 graduate of The University of Michigan. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/nelly-almeida-7938801a/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sarah-anstey-71288123


6 | City Bar Associate Leadership Institute | 2018 

 

CHRISTOPHER AVELLANEDA 
Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP 

 
 
Christopher S. Avellaneda is an associate in the firm's Investment Management Regulatory & Compliance 
Group.  He advises hedge funds, private equity funds, real estate funds and funds of funds on compliance 
with the Investment Advisers Act of 1940 and other federal, state and self-regulatory organization 
requirements. Chris has extensive experience providing guidance to clients on establishing compliance 
programs, registering investment advisers with the SEC, complying with U.S. securities trading rules and 
handling SEC examinations. He advises fund managers on all aspects of regulatory compliance, including 
issues relating to fund marketing and advertising, conflicts of interest, insider trading and the applicability 
of U.S. securities laws. Chris serves on the firm's Associate Committee.    
 
 
 

 

NAIRUBY BECKLES 
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP 

 
 
Nairuby L. Beckles is an Associate in the Litigation Department at Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & 
Garrison LLP.  She received her Juris Doctor from Howard University School of Law where she was a 
Senior Solicitations & Submissions Editor of the Howard Law Journal and a recipient of the Burton Award 
for Distinguished Legal Writing.  Nairuby joined Paul, Weiss after clerking for the Honorable Benita Y. 
Pearson of the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Ohio.  Prior to law school, Nairuby had a 
career in the federal government, working at the Pentagon in the Office of the Secretary of Defense, the 
CDC, and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services as a special assistant to senior executives, 
deputy assistant director of learning and development, and strategic human resources advisor.  She 
received her Master of Public Administration from the University of Georgia and her Bachelor of 
Engineering from Hofstra University.  Nairuby currently serves on the board of the Pipeline to Practice 
Foundation. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/christopher-avellaneda-4664b4146/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nairubybeckles
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CAMILLE BENT 
BakerHostetler LLP 

 
 
Camille Bent concentrates her practice in the areas of bankruptcy, financial restructuring and commercial 
litigation.  Camille represents debtors, creditors and other interested parties in a wide range of industries.  
She has experience in transactions and litigation arising out of corporate insolvencies, including matters 
that involve asset sales, fraudulent transfers, negligent misrepresentation and wrongful redemptions. 
 
Camille is an active member of the NYC Bar Association’s Bankruptcy & Corporate Reorganization 
Committee, and she serves her local community as a board member of Directions for Our Youth, Inc. 
Camille is also a member of BakerHostetler’s Recruiting, Diversity, and Women’s Steering Committees.  
Camille clerked for the Honorable Pamela Pepper of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court in the Eastern District of 
Wisconsin. She earned her J.D./M.B.A. concentrating in Finance from Emory University and her B.A. in 
International Relations from Johns Hopkins University. 
 
 
 

 

SALLY BERGMANN 
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP 

 
 
Sally Bergmann is a corporate associate and a member of the firm’s Investment Management Group. Her 
practice focuses on advising sponsors of private equity funds, including buyout, distressed and credit 
opportunities funds. Ms. Bergmann’s recent experience includes acting for clients such as Blackstone 
Alternative Asset Management, Clayton, Dubilier & Rice, EQT Partners, FFL Partners, GSO Capital Partners 
and Oaktree Capital Management. Ms. Bergmann joined Debevoise in 2011. Ms. Bergmann received a 
J.D. from the Georgetown University Law Center in 2011. From 2009 to 2011, Ms. Bergmann served as a 
member of The Tax Lawyer. She is the author of “The Application of Conduit Theory in Interest Rate Swap 
Transactions: Schering-Plough Corporation v. United States,” 63 Tax. L. 437 (2010). She received a 
Bachelor of Science in Business Administration from Washington University in St. Louis in 2008.  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/camillebent
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TSEDEY BOGALE 
Reed Smith LLP 

 
 
Tsedey is an associate in the firm’s Complex Litigation Group. Tsedey has experience representing clients 
in product liability, toxic tort and pharmaceutical and medical device litigation matters, including mass 
tort actions, multi-district litigations, and class actions. She has prepared and defended manufacturers 
and entities in a variety of industries, including consumer product manufacturers, automobile and 
component manufacturers and pharmaceutical and medical device manufacturers.  
 
Tsedey maintains an active pro bono practice. She has volunteered with the New York Legal Assistance 
Group and Homeless Advocacy Project. Tsedey also serves as an associate liaison for the NY Diversity 
Committee, and she is a member of Reed Smith’s Women’s Initiative (“WINRS”). She was a 2016 
Pathfinder of the Leadership Council on Legal Diversity (“LCLD”) Pathfinder Program. Beyond the firm, 
Tsedey serves as a mentor coach for American Needs You, and serves on the Board of Rising Leaders, Inc.  
 
 
 

 

ADRIENNE BRADLEY 
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP 

 
 
Adrienne is an associate in the Firm’s General Practice Group. Prior to joining the Firm, she clerked on the 
Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals. Her practice focuses on a variety of corporate finance and M&A matters. 
She has represented clients in multiple industries, including energy, banking, transportation and 
entertainment.  
 
Adrienne is an active member of the Firm’s pro bono program. She has researched various issues for New 
York State’s Advisory Committee on Civil Rights. Adrienne is a member of the Firm’s Network of Black and 
Latino Lawyers, as well as the Asian Associates Network. She also serves on the Firm’s Associate 
Experience Committee.  She is a graduate of Harvard Law School, the University of California, Los Angeles 
Anderson School of Management (MBA), Harvard University Kennedy School of Government (MPP) and 
Harvard College.  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/tsedey-bogale-7a062728
https://www.linkedin.com/in/adrienne-bradley-b09196/
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AMANDA A. BUTLER-JONES 
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP 

 
 
Amanda Butler-Jones is an associate in the investment management practice focusing primarily on the 
formation and operation of domestic and offshore private investment funds, including hedge funds and 
private equity funds. Ms. Butler-Jones assists fund sponsors in matters involving the formation, 
structuring and ongoing operation of domestic and offshore private equity funds and hedge funds. She 
also represents institutional investors acquiring and selling investments in private equity and hedge funds. 
 
As a Pro Bono Scholar in 2012, Ms. Butler-Jones partnered with Appleseed in Washington, D.C. During her 
time at Appleseed, Amanda advocated for immigration policy reform by highlighting the systemic and 
structural issues within the immigration court system. She graduated cum laude from Howard University 
School of Law in 2014. While at Howard, Ms. Butler-Jones was editor-in-chief of the Human Rights and 
Globalization Law Review, served as president of her class and was a member of the Charles Hamilton 
Houston Moot Court team. Prior to joining Akin Gump, she was a senior associate with PwC. 
 
 
 

 

MARCIE CLEARY 
Frankfurt Kurnit Klein & Selz PC 

 
 
Marcie Cleary is an associate in the Entertainment Group at Frankfurt Kurnit Klein & Selz PC, where she 
structures and negotiates entertainment transactions for individual and corporate clients in the film, 
television, digital, fashion, and book publishing industries. Her clients include actors, writers, directors, 
comedians, on-air personalities, fashion companies and authors.  
 
Before joining Frankfurt Kurnit, Marcie was a corporate associate at Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & 
Garrison LLP. Marcie received a J.D. from Yale Law School, and a B.A. magna cum laude in Metropolitan 
Studies from New York University.   
  
Marcie is a member of the Yale Law School Association Executive Committee, the New York University 
Lawyer Alumni Mentoring Program (L.A.M.P.) Advisory Board, and the Harlem School of the Arts 
Associate Board. She lives in Harlem, New York with her husband and their two daughters.  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/amanda-butler-jones-4b910b40
https://www.linkedin.com/in/marcie-cleary-a82432b/
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MARISSA COMART 
Davis & Gilbert LLP 

 
 
Marissa Comart is an associate in the Litigation Practice Group of Davis & Gilbert. She represents and 
advises clients in a broad range of complex commercial matters, including contract disputes, class actions 
and regulatory investigations. Marissa’s practice also includes a range of employment matters, including 
wage-and-hour disputes, non-compete and related restrictive covenant litigations, and workplace 
investigations regarding claims of harassment, discrimination and retaliation. Marissa is a member of 
Davis & Gilbert’s Diversity Committee.   
 
Prior to joining Davis & Gilbert, Marissa worked as a litigation associate at Kirkland & Ellis and Simpson 
Thacher & Bartlett, and served as a law clerk to the Honorable Paul E. Davison, U.S. Magistrate Judge, 
Southern District of New York. While in law school, Marissa was an editor of the NYU Review of Law & 
Social Change. Marissa is a member of the New York City Bar Association Education & the Law Committee 
and is a Trustee of Great Oaks Charter School – New York City.  Before law school, Marissa taught first 
grade special education as a Teach For America corps member.  
 
 
 

 

ELIZABETH DAHILL 
Seyfarth Shaw LLP 

 
 
Elizabeth H. Dahill is an associate in the New York office of Seyfarth Shaw LLP.  Her practice focuses on all 
aspects of commercial real estate, including office buildings, mixed-use apartment buildings and 
healthcare facilities. Ms. Dahill represents clients locally and nationally in the acquisition, disposition, 
leasing and financing of commercial properties and on the real estate-related aspects of corporate 
transactions. Ms. Dahill has experience representing healthcare clients in real estate transactions, with a 
focus on healthcare properties in the senior housing sector, including negotiation of operating leases, 
sale/leaseback transactions, obtaining acquisition and/or HUD financing and refinancings. 
 
Ms. Dahill also has substantial experience representing lenders in the structuring and closing of loan 
transactions across the country, including mortgage and mezzanine loan transactions for securitization in 
the capital markets, asset-based and cash flow lending, subordinated debt and mezzanine transactions. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/marissa-comart-5a295b42/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/elizabethdahill/
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CHRISTOPHER DAVIS 
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP 

 
 

Chris Davis works on corporate matters, with a particular focus on finance transactions including 
securitization, asset-based lending, revolvers and term loans, subscription lending, syndicated lending, 
and cross-border transactions. Chris’s work includes drafting and negotiating transaction documents, 
legal opinions, and waivers and amendments, and managing closing and post-closing of often complex 
transactions. 
 
Chris received his B.A. in Finance from the University of Florida and his J.D. from New York University, 
where he was a Milton Petri Foundation Scholar and a member of the Black Allied Law Students 
Association. Chris grew up between four countries: England, Germany, Jamaica and the United States.  
 
 
 

 

EKTA DHARIA 
MoloLamken LLP 

 
 
Ekta Dharia is an associate at MoloLamken LLP.  Her practice focuses on complex civil litigation, white 
collar matters, and appellate litigation.  Prior to joining MoloLamken, Ekta served as a law clerk to the 
Honorable William F. Kuntz, II of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of New York, and 
worked as a litigation associate at Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP.   
 
Before attending law school, Ekta completed the American India Foundation’s William J. Clinton 
Fellowship for Service in India.  Ekta received her J.D. magna cum laude from Georgetown University Law 
Center, where she was an Executive Articles Editor of the Georgetown Law Review, and her A.B. cum 
laude from Duke University.   

https://www.linkedin.com/in/chris-davis-52123324/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ekta-dharia-224694135/
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AUDRA DOWLESS 
Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP 

 
 
Audra M. Dowless focuses her practice on mergers and acquisitions, private equity and general corporate 
representation. Audra has represented clients in connection with a variety of transactions, including 
leveraged buyouts and other M&A transactions (including stock purchases, asset purchases and mergers), 
cross-border transactions, joint ventures, spinoffs, carveouts and restructurings. She advises private 
equity clients with respect to their ongoing relationships with portfolio companies from acquisition 
through exit. She also represents private companies with respect to general corporate matters such as 
issues relating to corporate structure, corporate governance, shareholder relations, incentive plans, debt 
facilities, employment, insurance, litigation and commercial arrangements. Audra serves on the firm’s 
Associate Committee, the Steering Committee of the Women’s Affinity Group, and the Hispanic Affinity 
Group. As an author, she has contributed to the SRZ PE Buyer/Public Target M&A Deal Study (Large and 
Middle Markets) year-end reviews, and she was an associate on The George Washington Law Review. 
 
 
 

 

ALEESHA FOWLER 
McGuireWoods LLP 

 
 
Aleesha is an associate in the Government Investigations and White Collar Litigation Group at 
McGuireWoods LLP. She focuses her practice on government and securities regulatory investigations, 
financial services litigation, and corporate governance. Aleesha has recently represented corporations 
and individuals in investigations conducted by the Securities and Exchange Commission, the Department 
of Justice, and the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority.  Prior to joining McGuireWoods LLP in June 
2016, Aleesha was an associate at Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer US LLP.  While at Freshfields, Aleesha 
represented large financial institutions involved in cross-border regulatory investigations, and assisted 
corporations in managing their compliance with the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act. 
 
Aleesha received her J.D. from Cornell Law School (2014), where she was President of the Black Law 
Students Association and an Honors Fellow in the Lawyering Program.  She received her B.A. in American 
Government from the University of Virginia, With Distinction (2009). Aleesha is from a military family 
(United States Air Force) who resides in Stafford, Virginia.  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/audra-dowless/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/aleesha-fowler-ba812081/
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LUKE FRANKSON 
Sidley Austin LLP 

 
 
Luke Frankson practices in the Securities & Derivatives Enforcement and Regulatory group in Sidley Austin 
LLP’s New York office.  His practice includes securities litigation and regulation, internal corporate 
investigations, breach of contract and fraud actions, litigation related to bankruptcy proceedings and 
commercial litigation and disputes.  Luke has represented large corporations, financial institutions, 
insurance companies, and related individuals in federal and state court. Such representations have 
involved allegations of violations of the Securities Act of 1933, the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, and 
state common law.  Luke also has experience representing financial institutions during investigations by 
the SEC, FINRA, and the New York Attorney General relating to, among other things, the issuance and 
underwriting of mortgage-backed securities. Over the course of these representations, Luke has 
participated in dispositive and discovery-related motions practice, worked extensively with testifying 
witnesses and has developed substantial experience in managing and coordinating electronic discovery. 
 
Prior to joining Sidley Austin, Luke spent a year working at Texas RioGrande Legal Aid, Inc. in Austin, TX, 
where he represented clients facing misdemeanor criminal charges in County Courts. Luke grew up in 
Kingston, Jamaica, received a B.A. from Vassar College, and a J.D. from Harvard Law School. 
 
 
 

 

REBECCA R. FRIEDMAN 
Kasowitz Benson Torres LLP 

 
 
Rebecca R. Friedman is an associate at Kasowitz Benson Torres LLP.  Her practice focuses primarily on 
complex commercial litigation.  She has represented corporations and individuals in a wide range of 
disputes spanning numerous industries and a broad spectrum of issues, including breach of contract, 
business torts, real estate, banking, securities, common law fraud, breach of fiduciary duty and RICO.  
 
Rebecca also devotes time to various pro bono matters.  Most recently, Rebecca obtained asylum from 
the New York Immigration Court on behalf of a domestic violence victim who had been subjected to 
repeated persecution in El Salvador. The award of asylum also covered the mother’s two young 
children.  Rebecca has also represented women seeking child support/custody payments.  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/luke-frankson-361a2538/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rebeccagross/
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SHARONMOYEE GOSWAMI 
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP 

 
 
Sharonmoyee Goswami is an associate in Cravath’s Litigation Department.  Her practice focuses on 
intellectual property, antitrust and technology, and environmental law.  She is admitted to practice in 
New York and before the Patent and Trademark Office. 
 
Ms. Goswami was born in Washington, D.C.  She received a B.S.E. in Chemical Engineering from Princeton 
University in 2009 and a J.D. from New York University School of Law in 2012, where she was an Allen 
Scholar, a senior editor of the Journal of Intellectual Property & Entertainment Law and was elected to the 
Order of the Coif.  Ms. Goswami joined Cravath as a summer associate in 2011 and returned to join the 
legal staff in 2012.  After serving as a law clerk to Hon. Timothy B. Dyk of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Federal Circuit in 2013, she returned to Cravath in 2014. 
 
 
 

 

CHAS HAMILTON 
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP 

 
 
Charles J. Hamilton (“Chas”) is an associate at Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP whose areas 
of practice include corporate and commercial litigation, and white collar and regulatory defense.  Chas 
has represented a number of clients on a pro bono basis in a variety of contexts, including applications for 
asylum, class action lawsuits, civil rights lawsuits, unemployment insurance appeals, and negotiations 
with New York City agencies.  Chas is a member of several bar and law-related organizations, including 
the ABA and 1844. 
 
Chas received his J.D. from Harvard Law School in 2013, where he was a Student Attorney in the Harvard 
Legal Aid Bureau, representing tenants and former homeowners in Boston Housing Court.   Prior to 
attending law school, Chas taught in the Atlanta Public School system through Teach For America.  Chas 
received a B.A. in Government from Harvard College in 2007.  He lives with his wife, Amber, and their 
daughter, Billie, in Cold Spring, NY. 

http://www.linkedin.com/in/sharongoswami
https://www.linkedin.com/in/chas-hamilton-06a0025/
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BRIAN HARRIS 
Ropes & Gray LLP 

 
 
Brian Harris is a fifth-year Tax associate in the New York office of Ropes & Gray.  He regularly advises 
private equity funds on U.S. federal income tax matters relating to various aspects of their business, 
including fund formation, fundraising, and portfolio acquisitions and divestitures.  Brian also advises 
public and private companies and other institutions on the tax and economic aspects of domestic and 
international business transactions, including mergers and acquisitions, divestitures, joint ventures, and 
securities offerings.   
 
Prior to joining Ropes & Gray in 2016, Brian was an associate at another large New York law firm focusing 
on tax matters related to capital markets offerings and tax disputes with the IRS.  Brian attended New 
York University School of Law where he received his J.D. in 2013 and his LL.M. (taxation) in 2017.    
 
 
 

 

ANTONIO HAYNES 
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP 

 
 
Antonio M. Haynes is a litigation associate at Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP.  He represents clients in a 
diverse range of complex civil matters in federal and state court.  He has devoted substantial time to 
representing a range of pro bono clients, including Everytown for Gun Safety for which he has authored 
amicus briefs in the United States district courts, courts of appeals, Supreme Court. 
 
Prior to joining Davis Polk in 2014, Antonio served as a law clerk to the Honorable Gerard E. Lynch of 
United States Court of Appeals from the Fifth Circuit.  He was also a Visiting Fellow at Cornell Law School.  
Antonio received his law degree, magna cum laude, from Cornell Law School in 2012.  At Cornell, Antonio 
was an Articles Editor of the Cornell Law Review, the winner of the Langfan Family First Year Moot 
Competition, and the Herbert R. Reif Prize, awarded to the student who writes the note for the Cornell 
Law Review that best exemplifies the skillful and lucid use of the English language in writing about the 
law. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/brian-harris-8009b21b
https://www.linkedin.com/in/antonio-haynes-2bbb8bb/


16 | City Bar Associate Leadership Institute | 2018 

 

SIMONE HICKS 
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP 

 
 
Simone S. Hicks is a tax associate and a member of the firm’s Employee Benefits & Executive 
Compensation Group. Ms. Hicks joined Debevoise in 2012.  
 
Ms. Hicks received a J.D. cum laude from Hofstra School of Law in 2012, where she was the Managing 
Editor of Staff of the Hofstra Law Review. She received a B.A. from the State University of New York at 
Buffalo in 2007. 
 
 
 

 

SUSAN HU 
Arnold & Porter LLP 

 
 
Susan Hu's practice focuses on complex commericial litigation and arbitration. Prior to joining the firm, 
Ms. Hu served as a law clerk to Chief Judge Jerome B. Simandle of the District of New Jersey. 
 
Ms. Hu received her JD from NYU School of Law, where she was a Notes Editor for the NYU Law 
Review and a recipient of the NYU International Human Rights Fellowship. Prior to clerking, Ms. Hu was a 
Bertha Legal Justice Fellow at the Center for Constitutional Rights, where she litigated civil liberties and 
national security cases. She received her BA from Columbia University. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/simone-hicks/
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KEITH A. JAMES JR. 
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP 

 
 
Keith has been an associate in the corporate department at Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP 
since September 2015, where he works on mergers & acquisitions transactions. Keith received his J.D. 
from Harvard Law School in 2015 where he was a Line Editor of the Harvard Journal of Sports and 
Entertainment Law and an executive in the Black Law Students Association. Keith was a 2014 Summer 
Associate at Paul, Weiss. From 2009-2012, he worked as a policy analyst in the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. He received his B.A. in Political Science from Duke University in 2009. 
 
 
 

 

AILEEN KIM 
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP 

 
 
Aileen Kim is an associate in Weil’s Mergers & Acquisitions practice and is based in New York. Aileen 
assists with advising public and private companies on mergers, acquisitions and divestitures.   
 
Aileen received her J.D., cum laude, from St. John’s University School of Law, where she was a staff 
member of the St. John’s Law Review, and her B.B.A. from the University of Miami. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://linkedin.com/in/james-jr-keith-41aa33108
https://www.linkedin.com/in/aileen-kim-28049260/
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CHRISTINA KIM 
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP 

 
 
Christina Kim is an associate in the Trademark, Advertising, Technology, and Entertainment Group at 
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP. She concentrates her practice on trademark prosecution, enforcement, and 
litigation. In addition to counseling clients regarding trademarks, she also advises clients on issues 
involving social media, advertising, and right of publicity. Christina represents clients in proceedings 
before the Trademark Trial and Appeal Board and oversees foreign counsel in opposition and cancellation 
actions abroad. Christina also has experience in complex commercial litigation, representing clients in 
state and federal court. 
 
Christina received her J.D. from Columbia Law School and a Certificate in Global Business Law and 
Governance from University of Paris 1 and Institut D’Etudes Politiques. She earned her B.A. from 
University of California, Los Angeles. Christina currently serves as the Secretary of the New York City Bar 
Association’s Trademarks and Unfair Competition Committee.  
 
 
 

 

JULIA KIM 
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP 

 
 
Julia is an associate in the Mergers and Acquisitions Group at Sullivan & Cromwell LLP.  She has 
represented clients in multiple industries, including pharmaceuticals, healthcare, energy and retail, across 
a range of transactions.   
 
Before going to law school, Julia worked as an ESL teacher in New York City.  Julia received her A.B. in 
Anthropology from Brown University, M.Sc. in Education from the City College of New York and J.D. from 
Fordham University. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/christinakimtm
https://www.linkedin.com/in/julia-kim-a4104011a/
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JOYCE KWOK 
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP 

 
 
Joyce Kwok is an associate in the Finance and Restructuring Group at Sullivan & Cromwell LLP. She advises 
corporate, sponsor, and financial institution clients on a broad range of debt financing transactions, 
including bank financings and high yield bond issuances. 
 
Joyce received her J.D. from the University of California Berkeley School of Law in 2012 and her B.A. from 
Brown University in 2008.  
 
 
 

 

CASSANDRA LABBEES 
Epstein Becker and Green PC 

 
 

Cassandra Labees is an Associate in the Employee Benefits practice, in the New York office of Epstein, 
Becker and Green, P.C. Ms. Labbees advises clients on designing, implementation, maintaining, 
administering, and terminating employee benefit plans, such as defined contribution, defined benefit and 
health and welfare plans.  She represents management and plan fiduciaries in employee benefits and 
ERISA-related disputes involving both single-employer and multiemployer plans and represents corporate 
clients and health care providers on health and welfare benefit plans, health care products and the 
impact of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Ms. Labbees also counsel clients with respect to 
issues arising under the Internal Revenue Code for qualified and non-qualified employee benefit plans. 
Prior to joining Epstein, Becker and Green, P.C., Ms. Labbees served as an investigator at the U.S. 
Department of Labor’s Employee Benefits Security Administration. In this role, Ms. Labbees initiated, 
planned, coordinated and conducted complex civil and criminal investigations of large and varied 
employee benefit plans, service providers, Taft-Hartley plans, Employee Stock Ownership Plans, trust 
departments and other financial entities holding plan assets and/or providing investment advice to ERISA 
clients. She also investigated allegations of criminal misconduct (including theft or embezzlement from 
employee benefit plans, false statements, conspiracy, and other applicable provisions of the United States 
Code) and violations of ERISA, HIPAA, COBRA and the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.  
 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/joyce-kwok-19793136/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/cassandra-labbees-15867015
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JUSTIN LEE 
White & Case LLP 

 
 
Justin is an associate in the international arbitration group at White & Case LLP, ranked number 1 
Worldwide by the Global Arbitration Review and Band 1 by Chambers & Partners, located in New York, 
NY. Prior to joining White & Case, Justin served as a foreign associate in the international arbitration 
group at Philippi, Prietocarrizosa, Ferrero DU & Uría, winner of Latin America Law Firm of the Year 2016 
by Chambers & Partners, located in Santiago, Chile. He also served as an adjunct professor of law at 
Universidad Adolfo Ibáñez, also located in Santiago, where he taught undergraduate and graduate law 
courses in International Contracts, Torts, U.S. Constitutional Law, U.S. First Amendment Law, and U.S. 
Criminal Procedure. In addition, Justin is a former litigation associate at Hogan Lovells US LLP based in 
Washington, D.C., and a former appellate attorney at the Public Defender Service for Washington, DC, 
where he argued cases before the District of Columbia Court of Appeals. Justin is fluent in Spanish and 
qualified to practice law in Washington, D.C. 
 
 
 

 

VICTORIA LEE 
WilmerHale 

 
 
Victoria Lee's practice focuses on federal government and internal investigations, and complex civil and 
criminal litigation. She has represented companies in criminal and civil investigations before the 
Department of Justice, Securities and Exchange Commission, and other U.S. and international agencies. 
She has experience in matters related to the U.S. Foreign Corrupt Practices Act across Latin America, the 
Middle East and Asia; the implementation of effective anti-corruption programs; and insider trading. 
 
Prior to joining WilmerHale, Ms. Lee served as a law clerk to the Honorable Richard M. Berman of the U.S 
District Court for the Southern District of NY. She completed internships with the Antitrust Division of the 
U.S. Department of Justice and with Judge Patrick Robinson in the Office of the President at The United 
Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in The Hague, Netherlands. Ms. Lee also 
worked at Children's Rights, where she assisted with class action institutional reform lawsuits. Prior to her 
legal education, Ms. Lee served as a Fulbright Fellow in East Java, Indonesia and worked with The William 
J. Clinton Foundation's Health Access Initiative in Jakarta. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/justinplee1/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/victoria-lee-60370026/
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GARY LO 
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP 

 
 
Gary Lo is a litigation associate at Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP. His practice focuses on complex commercial 
litigation and intellectual property disputes.  Gary also devotes a substantial amount of his time to Davis 
Polk’s pro bono asylum practice, and will be co-teaching the firm’s asylum workshop at Columbia Law 
School this spring. He also serves on the steering committee of Davis Polk’s Asian South Asian Middle 
Eastern Affinity Group. 
 
Prior to joining Davis Polk, Gary practiced in the Sydney office of Allens, an Australian law firm. He 
obtained his LL.B. from the University of Sydney and his LL.M. from Columbia Law School, where he was a 
James Kent Scholar. 
 
 
 

 

DEBORAH KEMI MARTIN 
Dechert LLP 

 
 
Deborah Kemi Martin is a Trial, Investigations, and Securities Litigation Associate at the New 
York Office of Dechert LLP.  She represents clients in a broad range of litigation matters in federal and 
state courts as well as international tribunals.  Her areas of focus include white collar and securities 
litigation, internal and government investigations, corporate compliance, and complex commercial 
litigation.  Prior to joining Dechert, Kemi served as a law clerk to then-Chief Judge Theodore A. McKee at 
the United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit and as a law clerk to then-Chief Judge Gregory M. 
Sleet at the United States District Court for the District of Delaware.  She started her career as a Litigation 
Associate at the New York office of Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom LLP.   
 
Ms. Martin maintains an active pro bono practice and has received Sanctuary for Families’ Above and 
Beyond Award for Excellence in Pro Bono Advocacy. Ms. Martin has won a number of awards.  Recently, 
the National Bar Association recognized her as its 2016 winner of the Excellence in Service award and 
named Ms. Martin one of its 2016 “40 Under 40” Nation’s Best Advocates.  The Nigerian Lawyers 
Association also recognized Ms. Martin with its Rising Star Award.  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/garylo1/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/deborahkemimartin
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KATIE MCSHANE 
Cadwalader Wickersham & Taft LLP 

 
 
Katie McShane is an associate in Cadwalader's Capital Markets Group, resident in the New York office. 
Her practice is concentrated in the area of structured finance and securitization. 
 
Katie represents major banks and private equity funds in their role as issuer, underwriter and mortgage 
loan seller in both public and private securities offerings. She has also represented clients in other asset-
backed finance and corporate transactions and has practiced in both London (England) and Dublin 
(Ireland). 
 
Katie received a Bachelor of Business and Law in University College Dublin, Ireland and a Masters in 
Finance in The Michael Smurfit Graduate School of Business, Ireland. She is admitted to practice in the 
State of New York, in England & Wales and in Ireland. 
 
 
 

 

SILVIA MEDINA 
White & Case LLP 

 
 
Silvia is an associate in the Intellectual Property Practice Group. Her practice focuses on patent litigation 
in the technology and pharmaceutical industries. Her patent litigation experience includes discovery, 
motion briefing, claim construction briefing, taking and defending depositions, and working with experts. 
 
Her practice experience includes representation of: a major pharmaceutical company in infringement 
litigation arising under the Hatch-Waxman Act; a major technology company as an intervenor in Section 
337 Investigation involving mobile devices; a home automation company in infringement litigation 
involving smart smoke & carbon monoxide detectors; and a leading technology company in infringement 
litigation involving various location-based and content-access features in mobile and desktop products. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/katie-mcshane-85692164/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/silvia-medina-56a03b7
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MARCO MOLINA 
BakerHostetler LLP 

 
 
Marco Molina is senior international litigator who focuses his practice on the FCPA, white-collar criminal 
defense, securities and commercial litigation. Mr. Molina is a senior member of the BakerHostetler team 
working as counsel to the court-appointed Securities Investor Protection Act Trustee in the liquidation of 
Bernard L. Madoff Investment Securities LLC.  Mr. Molina has experience representing Fortune 500 
companies with respect to FCPA investigations, and has conducted internal corporate investigations in 
response to subpoenas by the SEC and the DOJ pertaining to federal securities and environmental laws. 
Mr. Molina has also conducted multinational investigations in the United States, Europe and the 
Caribbean to trace billions of dollars of assets, and collaborated with foreign government officials in 
foreign criminal investigations. Mr. Molina has successfully defended clients in New York federal court 
and at the Second Circuit Court of Appeals against charges pertaining to insider trading and other types of 
securities fraud under the federal securities laws.  
 
Mr. Molina is a native Spanish speaker, having lived many years in Venezuela and Mexico, before 
immigrating to the United States. Mr. Molina is also conversational in Italian, having lived in Italy during 
his childhood. He graduated from the New York University School of Law in 2008. 
 
 
 

 

NADINE F. MOMPREMIER 
Ropes & Gray LLP 

 
 
Nadine F. Mompremier specializes in executive compensation and employee benefits at Ropes & Gray, 
where her practice consists of advising private equity clients in all benefits, compensation and 
employment aspects of mergers and acquisitions, including structuring management equity 
arrangements and negotiating employment agreements, deferred compensation and other incentive 
arrangements. Prior to joining Ropes, Nadine was an associate at Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP.  She 
received her B.B.A. at Temple University and her J.D. from the Howard University School of Law where 
she served as the Executive Solicitations & Submissions Editor of the Howard Law Journal. 
 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/marco-molina-8b30199/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nadine-mompremier-esq-3567908/
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ROHIT NAFDAY 
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen and Katz 

 
 
Rohit A. Nafday is an eighth-year associate in the Executive Compensation and Benefits group at 
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz.  Mr. Nafday received a J.D., with honors, in 2010 from the University of 
Chicago Law School, where he was an articles editor of The University of Chicago Law Review, a John M. 
Olin Student Fellow, and a recipient of the Joseph Henry Beale Prize for outstanding legal writing.  He 
holds a B.S. in Electrical Engineering and Computer Sciences and a B.A. in Molecular and Cell Biology from 
the University of California, Berkeley.  Prior to attending law school, Mr. Nafday worked as a consultant in 
the technology performance improvement practice of a multinational professional services firm and was 
based in San Francisco, California. 
 
 
 

 

 

MARIANNA OFOSU 
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen and Katz 

 
 
Marianna joined Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz’s Corporate Department as an associate in 2013. She 
focuses on mergers and acquisitions, corporate governance and securities laws matters.  
 
Marianna received a B.A. summa cum laude from Howard University. She went on to receive a M. Phil 
from Oxford University where she was a Rhodes Scholar.  She completed her J.D. at Yale Law School, 
where she was a Paul & Daisy Soros Fellow.   During law school, Marianna was the co-president of the 
Yale Law & Business Society and a senior editor of the Yale Journal on Regulation. After law school, 
Marianna clerked on the Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit for the Hon. Barrington D. Parker. Prior 
to law school, Marianna advised international businesses and African presidencies and ministries of 
finance on investment and economic policy issues as managing director of the Ghana office of 
GoodWorks International and the chief of staff and senior policy analyst of the African Center for 
Economic Transformation. Marianna currently serves on the boards of the Yale Law and Business Alumni 
Association and Comp-Sci High School. Marianna provides counsel on a pro bono basis to several 
nonprofit organizations. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/rohitnafday
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mariannaofosu
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BYRON PACHECO 
Boies Schiller Flexner LLP 

 
 
Byron is a commercial litigator at Boies Schiller Flexner LLP.  His practice focuses on complex commercial 
disputes at the trial and appellate level, as well as complex regulatory investigations and white collar 
criminal defense. Byron has worked on an array of commercial matters, representing both plaintiffs and 
defendants in complex fraud cases, contract disputes, securities litigation, intellectual property disputes, 
patent litigation, wage and hour disputes, antitrust class actions, and FCPA and insider trading 
investigations. In addition to federal and state trial and appellate courts, he also has represented clients 
in bankruptcy court, family court, and immigration court.  
 
Byron joined Boies Schiller in 2014, after two years clerking on federal district courts in San Francisco and 
New York, and one year of litigation practice at Morrison & Foerster, where he focused on intellectual 
property and securities litigation.  He is a graduate of Stanford Law School, where he was editor-in-chief 
of the Journal of Civil Rights & Civil Liberties.  Prior to law school, Byron completed a master’s degree in 
government & social policy at Harvard, where he focused on immigration policy.  He continues to 
maintain an active pro bono practice around immigration issues.  He received his B.A. from Hamilton 
College, and is a native of Chicago. 
 
 
 

 

ANDREW P. PROPPS 
Sidley Austin LLP 

 
 
Andrew P. Propps is an associate in the Corporate Reorganization and Bankruptcy group in Sidley Austin’s 
New York office.  Andrew has represented debtors, foreign representatives, and various creditor 
constituencies (including secured lenders, debtor-in-possession financing lenders, unsecured lenders, and 
derivative counterparties) in connection with various bankruptcy and bankruptcy-related matters, 
including in bankruptcy cases under chapters 7, 11, and 15, adversary proceedings, bankruptcy appeals, 
mediations and other alternative dispute resolution proceedings, and out-of-court 
restructurings.  Andrew received his JD from Yale Law School after receiving his BA in history and 
mathematics from the University of Central Arkansas. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/byron-pacheco-aaaa3815a
https://www.linkedin.com/in/andrew-propps-8b8b854b/
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ALEXANDER RAHN 
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP 

 
 
Alex is an associate based in the New York office of Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP. His practice 
focuses on mergers and acquisitions and corporate transactions. He joined the firm in Feb. 2013. Alex 
received an LL.M. degree from Cornell Law School in 2009 and a doctorate in law (Dr. iur.) from 
Humboldt-University of Berlin in 2009. In 2012, he received a Master’s degree from the Université Paris II 
Panthéon-Assas. In his spare time you can find Alex in Brooklyn coffee shops studying Greek, or at the 
Church of St. Paul the Apostle, where he is active at “Out at St Paul”, the LGBTQ group. Alex also likes 
playing volleyball.  
 
 
 

 

JENNIFER RAMOS 
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP 

 
 
Jennifer Ramos is an associate in Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP’s Complex Commercial Litigation and 
Intellectual Property & Media practice groups. Jennifer has been part of teams representing and advising 
clients in a wide variety of intellectual property and media matters including copyright, trademark, false 
advertising, and trade secrets. She’s also worked on a range of complex commercial disputes, including 
matters involving breach of contract, tortious interference, and fraudulent transfer claims. Most recently, 
she was a member of the trial teams representing Pandora in proceedings before the Copyright Royalty 
Board (CRB) to set sound recording performance rates and mechanical royalty rates for the company. 
 
Jennifer has an active pro bono practice and is also actively involved in various diversity initiatives at the 
Firm, including Latinos@Weil. Additionally, she participates in Weil’s Big Brothers Big Sisters of New York 
City workplace mentoring program and mentors high school students as part of Y Tu Tambien.  
 
A Miami, Florida native, Jennifer obtained her B.A. cum laude in Political Science from Yale University and 
her J.D. from Harvard Law School.  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/alexander-rahn-44a85648/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jenniferramos/
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RAMYA RAVISHANKAR 
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom LLP 

 
 
Ramya is an associate at Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP in its White Collar and Government 
Enforcement practice. She primarily represents Fortune 500 companies and high net worth foreign 
nationals on matters involving the U.S. Foreign Corrupt Practices Act. As part of her investigations, she 
has traveled to numerous countries including India, Mexico, Costa Rica, and the U.A.E.  
 
Ramya's pro bono practice focuses largely on immigration issues. She has successfully represented 
numerous asylum applicants and is currently assisting a client with procuring a U-visa. 
 
Before Skadden, Ramya worked with the Burmese non-profit law firm Justice for All, Myanmar, the 
International Justice Program at Human Rights Watch, and the Bertha  Foundation in London.  
 
Ramya received her J.D. from Columbia Law School where she was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar and the 
Editor-in-Chief of the Columbia Journal of Transnational Law. In her spare time, she likes to run, cook, and 
watch old episodes of The Office (U.S. version). 
 
 
 

 

JAMES SHIH 
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP 

 
 
James is an associate in S&C’s Litigation Group.  His practice areas include civil litigation and internal 
investigations.  He is actively involved in the Firm’s pro bono program, with a focus on criminal and 
housing matters.  He is a member of S&C’s Asian Associates Network, and is a co-chair of the Litigation 
Committee of the Asian American Bar Association of New York.   
 
Before S&C, James served as a law clerk to Judge Lorna Schofield in the Southern District of New York and 
President Theodor Meron at the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia.  Prior to law 
school, James worked as a journalist. 

http://www.linkedin.com/in/ramyarravishankar
https://www.linkedin.com/in/james-shih-a280325b/
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ZARA SHIRAZI 
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP 

 
 
Zara Shirazi is an associate in the New York office of Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy and a member of 
the firm’s Transportation and Space Group.  Zara has experience in a variety of international financial and 
corporate transactions, including aircraft based securitizations, secured and unsecured lending, cross-
border financings and aircraft leases.   
 
Zara received her B.A. in Law from the University of Cambridge and her LL.M. from New York University 
School of Law.  
 
 
 

 

LEILA SIDDIKY 
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP 

 
 
Leila is a litigation associate at Sullivan & Cromwell LLP.  Leila attended Howard University School of Law, 
where she served on the executive board for the Howard Law Journal.   
 
Prior to law school, Leila worked in education as a social studies teacher.  Leila has her B.A. from The 
George Washington University and her M.S.T. from Pace University. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/leila-siddiky-3103a838/
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GURU SINGH 
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP 

 
 
Ravi Guru Singh is from Brooklyn, N.Y. and attended Vanderbilt University on a four-year full-tuition 
scholarship through the Posse Foundation. He obtained a B.A. in Technology & Society, an 
interdisciplinary major focused on the history of scientific and technological change and its impact on 
politics and society. At Vanderbilt he was the president of the Advocacy Council, an umbrella organization 
of political groups that come together to organize events that facilitate political discussion on campus. 
After graduation, he participated in the New York City Urban Fellowship, a highly selective, nine-month 
fellowship which combines work in Mayoral offices and City agencies with volunteer service opportunities 
and a seminar series that explores current urban issues impacting public policy. Among other projects, he 
worked with the chief-of-staff and senior officials at the City's information technology agency on outreach 
efforts for broadband initiatives focused on improving digital literacy and broadband access to 
underserved communities. He graduated from Northwestern Pritzker School of Law on a three-year full-
tuition scholarship and is now an associate at Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton. His practice is focused on 
banking, finance and general corporate law. 
 
 
 

 

ANGELA SMEDLEY 
Winston & Strawn LLP 

 
 
Angela A. Smedley is an 8th-year litigation associate at Winston & Strawn LLP whose practice focuses on 
antitrust and sports litigation. Angela represents multinational corporations in antitrust litigation and 
defends both domestic and foreign clients against class claims in the Auto Parts multi-district litigation, 
widely considered to be one of the largest MDLs to date. In addition to her antitrust practice, much of 
Angela’s work has involved advocating for the rights of professional athletes in arbitrations and federal 
court proceedings.  
 
Angela earned her J.D. from Columbia Law School, where she was a Senior Editor of the Columbia Law 
Review.  She also served as a judicial law clerk to the Honorable George B. Daniels in the Southern District 
of New York.  Angela holds a bachelor’s degree from Harvard University. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ravi-guru-singh-8a7a79143/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/angela-smedley-0515904
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DEVOIA N. STEWART 
White & Case LLP 

 
 
DeVoia Stewart is a fifth year associate in the Employment, Compensation & Benefits group at White & 
Case LLP. Her practice is focused on providing advice with respect to a variety of employment, executive 
compensation and employee benefits issues raised in the context of corporate transactions, particularly 
in mergers and acquisitions and financing arrangements. DeVoia drafts executive employment 
agreements, equity award agreements and other types of employee agreements. DeVoia also advises 
clients on a range of employment law matters, including those related to the hiring of new employees 
and employer compliance with federal, state and local employment laws. DeVoia participates in the firm’s 
pro bono practice where she advises non-profit organizations on various employment and immigration 
matters.  
 
DeVoia received a Bachelor of Arts from Georgetown University (2006) and is a graduate of Rutgers Law 
School-Newark (2012). Following law school, she served as a law clerk to Justice Helen E. Hoens of the 
New Jersey Supreme Court. DeVoia is admitted to practices in the States of New York and New Jersey. 
 
 

 
 

 

TIFFANYE S. THREADCRAFT 
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP 

 
 
Tiffanye Threadcraft is an associate at Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP and focuses on corporate 
finance transactions, particularly secured and unsecured loan financings. Prior to joining her current firm, 
Ms. Threadcraft was an associate in the New York office of a prominent law firm, where she gained 
experience in forming private equity funds, advising public companies regarding compliance with U.S. 
securities laws and exchange listing requirements, and representing both borrowers and lenders in 
syndicated loan financings. 
 
Ms. Threadcraft received her J.D. in 2012 from Howard University School of Law and her B.A. in 2007 
from Harvard University.  She is a Member of the Associates Committee, a network of young attorneys 
supporting innovation in public interest lawyering. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/devoia-stewart-75851117/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tiffanye-threadcraft-17a03887/
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AKOFA TSIAGBE 
Shearman & Sterling LLP 

 
 

Akofa Tsiagbe is an associate in the Finance Group at Shearman & Sterling LLP. She previously spent 3 
years in the firms Finance Group in London before returning to New York in October of 2017.  
 
She attended Berkeley Law School for her JD and received and her Bachelor’s degree at the University of 
San Francisco.  
 
 
 

 

DANIELLE VRABIE 
Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP 

 
 
Danielle Vrabie is an associate in the Business Trials Practice Group at Sheppard Mullin Richter & 
Hampton.  She defends corporations and individuals in connection with government investigations, 
internal audits, and complex litigation in federal and state courts.  Her practice primarily focuses on 
defending government contractors and health industry clients throughout the United States against 
government investigations and litigation involving allegations under the False Claims Act, Stark Law, Anti-
Kickback Statute, and similar anti-fraud statutes. She also assists boards of directors in conducting 
internal corporate investigations related to fraud, employee misconduct, and whistleblower complaints. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.linkedin.com/in/akofa-tsiagbe-49563a3a
https://www.linkedin.com/in/danielle-vrabie-5b1b0a21/
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CAMELE-ANN WHITE 
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP 

 
 
Camele-Ann is a Corporate Associate in the Mergers & Acquisitions Group at Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, 
Wharton & Garrison LLP. Her practice involves mergers, stock and asset purchases, auctions, minority 
investments and add-on acquisitions. Camele-Ann has represented strategic and financial buyers and 
sellers in domestic and international transactions covering a wide cross-section of industries. She also 
engages in pro bono matters, advising non-profit organizations, social ventures, small business owners 
and low-income entrepreneurs. 
 
Camele-Ann received her J.D. from UCLA School of Law and her M.B.A. from UCLA Anderson School of 
Management, where she received the Larry S. Wolfen Entrepreneurial Spirit Fellowship. She received her 
B.A. in Film Studies from Yale University. Camele-Ann has worked in the performing arts as a writer, 
director, choreographer and arts educator. She has counseled entrepreneurs in business development 
and strategy for media, skincare and retail companies, and currently serves on the Advisory Board of Sidra 
Bell Dance New York.  
 
 
 

 

SAARAH WOODBY 
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP 

 
 
Saarah Woodby is an associate in Cravath’s Corporate Department.  Her practice primarily focuses on 
banking and credit and capital markets transactions. Ms. Woodby’s clients have included Bank of 
America, Citibank, INEOS, INOVYN, JPMorgan and Northrop Grumman. 
 
Ms. Woodby was born in Princeton, New Jersey.  She received a B.A. cum laude from the University of 
Pennsylvania in 2010 and a J.D. from New York University School of Law in 2014, where she was the Co-
Chair of the Academic and Professional Committee of the Black Allied Law Students Association.  
Ms. Woodby joined Cravath in 2014. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/camele/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/saarah-woodby-138a8432
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JO XU 
Shearman & Sterling LLP 

 
 
Jo Xu is a mid-level associate in the Funds group at Shearman & Sterling LLP.  Her practice focuses on the 
formation, operation and regulatory compliance of private and public funds as well as other investment 
vehicles. She represents sponsors and investors across global fund asset classes. 
 
Ms. Xu received a B.A. in economics from Dartmouth College and a J.D. from New York University School 
of Law. She speaks Mandarin, Shanghainese and Spanish.    
 
 
 

 

 

MEI YANG 
Cadwalader Wickersham & Taft LLP 

 
 
Margaret “Mei” Yang is a corporate and securities attorney in Cadwaladers’s Capital Markets Group. Her 
practice is concentrated in the area of securities law, with an emphasis in the securitization of commercial 
mortgages. In this capacity, Mei has represented issuers, underwriters and loan sellers of various asset 
types. Prior to joining Cadwalader, Mei was practiced in Virginia as a public finance attorney with a focus 
on municipal bond transactions.  
 
Mei serves as the Vice Chair of the Cadwalader Asian Pacific American Attorney Resource Group. She is 
also a member of the Asian American Bar Association of New York.  
 
Admitted to practice in the State of New York and Commonwealth of Virginia, Mei received her J.D. from 
the University of Virginia School of Law, where she served as a Business Manager of the Virginia Journal 
of Social Policy and the Law and the Producer of the Libel Show. She earned her B.S., summa cum laude, 
from Virginia Commonwealth University. 

http://www.linkedin.com/in/jo-xu-30562b18
https://www.linkedin.com/in/margaret-yang-37220b4a/


34 | City Bar Associate Leadership Institute | 2018 

 

TING ZHOU 
Dorsey and Whitney LLP 

 
 
Ting Zhou is an associate in Dorsey’s corporate group. Ting helps clients achieve their business goals 
through mergers and acquisitions, private equity and advice on corporate governance. Before joining 
Dorsey, Ting practiced in China in a leading Chinese law firm for more than 7 years. Ting’s clients have 
included both Chinese entities and American entities, and she is fluent in English and Mandarin. 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/zhou-ting-1a98b1b7/
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