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WALTER ALARKON
Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
Walter is a Managing Associate in Orrick’s Energy & Infrastructure practice group. He counsels sponsors
and developers in solar, wind and natural gas project financings, mergers and acquisitions. On a pro bono
basis, he counsels charter schools and social impact startups focused on healthcare, energy efficiency and
immigration. Prior to joining Orrick, Walter was a reporter for The Hill in Washington, DC and an editorial
page contributor for The Boston Globe, and he collaborated with author Michael Grunwald on “The New
New Deal: The Hidden Story of Change in the Obama Era” (Simon & Schuster, 2012).

CHRISTOPHER ANDREWS
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP

Christopher Andrews is an associate in the Litigation Department at Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton &
Garrison LLP. He focuses his practice on complex commercial litigation and regulatory investigations.
Christopher is actively involved in the firm’s pro bono practice, where he has represented individuals in
criminal proceedings and applications for asylum.
He recently completed a one-year clerkship in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan.
From 2015 to 2017, Christopher was an Associate at Paul, Weiss. He received his J.D. from Cornell Law
School in 2015 where he was an Articles Editor of the Cornell Journal of Law and Public Policy. He
received his B.A. in Political Science from Yale University in 2009.

AMIT SINGH AULAKH
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP
I was born in Cleveland, Ohio to Indian immigrant parents. We moved numerous times during my
childhood, including Michigan, Virginia and Georgia, and eventually I landed in Washington, DC for college
at The George Washington University. I graduated with a degree in Computer Science and worked as an
IT consultant for Booz Allen Hamilton in the DC metro area. As a consultant, I assisted companies and
federal government agencies to plan, architect and deploy information systems and collaboration
tools. After roughly 5 years in consulting, I decided to pursue a career in law, and started at the Fordham
University School of Law in 2008. While at Fordham, I was a business editor for the Urban Law Journal,
and participated in the International Human Rights clinic, where I traveled to Malawi to help conduct
legal aid clinics to help rural villagers with property grabbing issues and witchcraft accusations. Upon
graduation, I worked at Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP in their corporate group, then moved to Sidley
Austin LLP to work in their Global Finance practice. Currently I’m a senior associate in the Consumer
Financial Services practice of Davis Wright Tremaine LLP, where I work on a range of transactional
matters from co-brand credit card agreements, to mobile wallet agreements and technology
transactions.

GABRIELA BACA
White & Case LLP
Gabriela is an associate in White & Case’s global antitrust practice. She has experience in merger and
non-merger investigations, antitrust litigation, and antitrust compliance counseling. Gabriela also has
experience representing clients in white collar investigations and cross-border transactions in Latin
America. Gabriela is active in White & Case’s pro bono practice representing asylum seekers in
immigration proceedings. Prior to joining White & Case, Gabriela served in the Obama Administration at
the U.S. Overseas Private Investment Corporation and at the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. She
was also a Fulbright Fellow in Brazil.

DAVID BETHEA
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
David Bethea’s practice focuses on commercial litigation, government and regulatory investigations,
white-collar defense, and bankruptcy litigation. David has worked closely with financial institutions,
corporations, and individual clients on complex matters with varying legal issues. Prior to joining Akin
Gump, David worked for another prominent law firm in New York City.
David graduated magna cum laude from the University of California, Irvine School of Law, where he was a
notes editor on the UC Irvine Law Review. He received his B.A. summa cum laude in economics from
Seattle Pacific University.

M. SHAMS BILLAH
Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP
M. Shams Billah is a senior associate in Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP’s Banking & Financial Services group.
He advises financial institutions, corporate clients (ranging from startups to publicly traded Fortune 500
companies) and private equity sponsors on a broad range of corporate financing transactions, including
secured and unsecured term loan and revolving credit facilities, asset-based and cash flow lending,
project finance, energy-related finance, Islamic finance, acquisition finance, debt restructuring and
workouts, debtor-in-possession financings, Rule 144A debt offerings and other capital markets offerings.
Among his professional activities, Shams is an active member of the Muslim Bar Association of New York,
the Muslim Urban Professionals (Muppies) and the National Association of Muslim Lawyers. Shams is also
a member of Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP’s Committee on Diversity and Inclusion and is a leader in its
newly established Interfaith Attorney Affinity Group. Shams also maintains an active pro bono practice in
matters affecting refugees and underserved communities.
Prior to joining Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP, Shams was an associate at Sullivan & Cromwell LLP in the
Corporate Finance group and the Financial Institutions group. Shams received his J.D. from the University

of Pennsylvania Law School in 2011 and his B.A. in Economics from The George Washington University in
2008.

ARUNA CHITTIAPPA
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Aruna Chittiappa advises clients on a variety of corporate state and local tax matters, including multistate
litigation, planning, audit defense, and controversy issues.
Prior to joining Pillsbury, Aruna worked on international tax treaty matters, the BEPS Action Plan, and
inbound taxation issues. Aruna’s experience includes representing Fortune 100 businesses in state and
local tax litigation throughout the United States. Aruna’s litigation work ranges from audit defense to
multi-state tax litigation and appeals in state courts and tax tribunals. In addition to her litigation work,
Aruna advises on state and local tax planning matters involving complex state tax issues.

SHANNON CLEARY
Dechert LLP
Shannon is an associate at Dechert LLP in its Corporate and Securities group. She engages in broad-based
transactional practice, with a focus on private equity and merger and acquisition transactions. Shannon
has advised strategic buyers and sellers and private equity sponsors on merger and acquisition
transactions, leveraged buyouts, going-private transactions, and bank financings, with representations in
a wide range of industries including financial services, healthcare, fitness, food and beverage and utilities
sectors. Shannon also co-chairs Dechert’s Transactional Women’s Forum.
Shannon received her J.D. from Columbia Law School where she was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar, the
Editor-in-Chief of the Columbia Journal of Gender and Law, a Davis Polk & Wardwell Fellow and the
recipient of the Jane Marks Murphy Prize for Clinical Advocacy.

CASSYE COLE
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP
Cassye Cole is an associate in the Litigation Department at Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP where
she represents clients in a variety of complex commercial litigation matters. She is a member of the
Independent Monitoring Team for the Newark Police Division (“NPD”), responsible for overseeing the City
of Newark’s and NPD’s compliance with a Consent Decree entered into with the U.S. Department of
Justice. From 2017 to 2018, Ms. Cole served as a law clerk to the Hon. Susan D. Wigenton of the United
States District Court for the District of New Jersey. Additionally, she maintains an active pro bono
practice by helping clients from underrepresented communities.
Ms. Cole currently serves on the New York City Bar Association’s Committee for Recruitment and
Retention of Lawyers. She is a recipient of the New York City Bar Association’s Diversity Fellowship and
the Inaugural Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler Diversity Fellowship.
Prior to attending law school, Ms. Cole counseled survivors of sexual assault, domestic violence, and child
abuse. She also spent time teaching in impoverished communities in Costa Rica. She is a native of Stone
Mountain, Georgia, and a graduate of Brooklyn Law School where she obtained her Juris Doctor. She also
holds a Master of Arts in Criminal Justice from John Jay College of Criminal Justice and a Bachelor of
Science in Criminology & Criminal Justice from Florida State University.

MATTHEW DELJA
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Matthew M. Delja joined Debevoise & Plimpton LLP in 2013. His practice focuses on cross-border
mergers and acquisitions and complex multinational joint ventures. In 2017 and 2018, he was seconded
to the legal division of Mitsui & Co., Ltd. in Tokyo, Japan. Mr. Delja received a J.D. from New York
University School of Law in 2013, where he was Senior Articles Editor of the NYU Journal of International
Law and Politics. He received an M.Phil. in Latin American Studies from the University of Cambridge, St
John’s College in 2008, and a B.A. magna cum laude from Loyola Marymount University in 2007.

STAVAN DESAI
Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP
Stavan is an associate at Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP and practices in the area of mergers and acquisitions,
primarily representing private equity sponsors and their portfolio companies in connection with
leveraged buyouts, restructuring transactions, control and non-control investments, spin-outs, venture
capital financing, and other complex buy-side and sell-side transactions. Stavan also advises his clients
with respect to general corporate matters, including with respect to corporate structure, governance,
equity incentives and benefits, debt financing, employment matters, litigation and commercial
contracting. Stavan is a member of Schulte’s Associates Committee, and has been a contributing author
on Schulte’s SRZ PE Buyer/Public Target M&A Deal Study (Large and Middle Markets).
Stavan graduated magna cum laude with a Bachelor of Arts from The George Washington University in
2008 and with a Juris Doctorate from the New York University School of Law in 2011, where he was a
Managing Editor for the Journal of Law and Business and was also awarded the Ann Petluck Poses
Memorial Prize.

GABRIELLE DIBERNARDI
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP
Gabrielle DiBernardi is an associate in the New York office of Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy and a
member of the firm’s Corporate Group.
Ms. DiBernardi's practice focuses on corporate law, including mergers and acquisitions, joint ventures,
corporate governance and other cross-border business law matters. She has worked with U.S. and multinational clients on transactional matters in a variety of industries, including healthcare, energy and
infrastructure, oil & gas, transportation and financial services.
Ms. DiBernardi earned her J.D. from Cornell Law School and received a B.A. from the New York University
Stern School of Business.

JOHN DONALESKI
White & Case LLP
John Donaleski is an associate in the Energy, Infrastructure, Project Finance and Asset Finance Group in
the New York office of White & Case. He concentrates on domestic and international project transactions
and has represented financial institutions (including development banks and export credit agencies,
commercial banks and private equity funds), airlines and developers in connection with the development,
construction, purchase, sale and financing of energy and infrastructure assets (including
telecommunication networks, towers, and satellites, liquefied natural gas (LNG) liquefaction/export and
regasification/import terminals, LNG floating storage and regasification units (FSRU), and renewable and
nonrenewable power facilities.

KATE DONIGER
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
Kate Doniger is a litigation associate at Sullivan & Cromwell. Kate’s practice focuses on regulatory
enforcement matters, white-collar criminal defense and investigations, and securities and complex civil
litigation. Kate is co-chair of Sullivan & Cromwell’s LGBT Network and a member of the firm’s Diversity
Committee. Kate graduated from NYU School of Law in 2012, and also holds a MPA in non-profit
management and public policy from NYU’s Wagner School of Public Service. Prior to attending law
school, Kate was the deputy director of the Red Hook Community Justice Center, a multijurisdictional
community court in Brooklyn. Kate attended Barnard College, where she majored in political science and
Pan-African studies.

LISSETTE DURAN
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Lissette A. Duran is an associate in the litigation department at Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison
LLP, where she handles complex commercial litigation across a range of industries, including banking,
energy and manufacturing. Lissette has represented major firm clients in internal investigations and in
regulatory enforcement matters, including anti-money laundering and SEC matters and investigations by
state attorneys general. Currently, she is representing clients in patent litigation. Lissette is also deeply
committed to pro bono. She has recently been involved in family reunification efforts in Texas and has
represented a number of pro bono clients in immigration matters. From 2016-2017, she clerked for Judge
Edgardo Ramos of the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York. Lissette earned her J.D.
from Columbia Law School, and her B.A., with distinction, from the University of Pennsylvania. She was
born and raised in New York City.

UCHECHI EGEONUIGWE
Brown Rudnick LLP
Uchechi Egeonuigwe is an associate in Brown Rudnick's New York office, and a member of the firm's
Bankruptcy & Corporate Restructuring group.
Ms. Egeonuigwe represents creditors, third-party purchasers of distressed assets, statutory creditor and
equity holder committees, bondholders, and individual borrowers in jurisdictions throughout the United
States. She works on both in-court and out-of-court restructurings. Her practice includes all aspects of
the insolvency and bankruptcy process, including adversary proceedings and contested matters, section
363 sale process, and fraudulent conveyance and preference litigation.
Prior to Brown Rudnick, Ms. Egeonuigwe served as the judicial law clerk for The Honorable William T.
Thurman in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Utah. She also served as a judicial extern for The
Honorable Maureen A. Tighe in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Central District of California.

In 2018, the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges selected Ms. Egeonuigwe as a Blackshear
Presidential Fellow, which recognizes emerging leaders for their legal excellence in the practice of
bankruptcy law, commitment to principles of civility, ethics, and professionalism, and commitment to the
continued educational development of bankruptcy professionals. In 2016, Ms. Egeonuigwe received the
Honorable William J. Lasarow Award for Outstanding Public Service from the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for
the Central District of California.
Ms. Egeonuigwe' s current and past leadership positions include: Co-Executive Editor, American Bar
Association Section of Litigation Judicial Intern Opportunity Program Committee Newsletter; Co-Chair,
New York Judicial Intern Opportunity Program Mentor Circle, American Bar Association Section of
Litigation; Former Co-Chair, Bankruptcy Law Committee, American Bar Association Young Lawyers
Division; Former Board Member, Utah Bankruptcy Lawyers Forum; Former Board Member, The Risk
Management Association (Santa Barbara, California ). Ms. Egeonuigwe is also dedicated to the
enhancement of the legal system and volunteers her time as a mentor in several organizations including
the New York Legal Outreach Program.
Ms. Egeonuigwe is a graduate of the University of San Diego School of Law and the University of
California, Riverside.

MICHAEL FERNÁNDEZ
Winston & Strawn LLP
Michael Fernández’s practice is focused on complex commercial litigation, international arbitration and
regulatory compliance issues. He frequently represents Spanish and Portuguese speaking clients.
Michael has experience representing U.S., Latin America, and other foreign based companies and
individuals involved in arbitrations, litigations, and with regulatory compliance issues in the U.S., as well as
parties to international commercial and investment treaty arbitrations conducted under the major
international rules (UNCITRAL, ICSID, ICDR, etc.). He has experience in a broad range of commercial
litigation, cross-border and arbitration matters, including contract, construction, copyright,
insurance/reinsurance, partnership, and trademark disputes. He also has experience with eDiscovery
issues, including the use of technology assisted review.
Prior to joining, Michael practiced at a leading litigation firm, where he focused on international
commercial arbitration and international investment arbitration, and a national firm where he focused on
federal and New York state litigation. He was also an intern for Justice Rolando T. Acosta of the New York
Appellate Division, First Department and Judge Barbara Lagoa of the Florida Third District Court of

Appeal. Michael has been recognized by Super Lawyers as a “Rising Star” in the area of Civil Litigation:
Defense, 2018.

AMANDA FREYRE
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman, LLP
Amanda Freyre is a seventh-year litigation Senior Associate in the New York Office of Pillsbury Winthrop
Shaw Pittman LLP. Amanda began her legal career with Pillsbury through its summer associate program
in 2011. Her litigation practice is focused on representing financial institutions, mass media companies,
and fortune 500 companies in all stages of state and federal litigation.
Originally from Miami, Florida, Amanda has been living in New York for over six years. When not
practicing law, Amanda enjoys spending time exploring the City and traveling abroad.

DANIELLE GIFFUNI
Crowell & Moring LLP
Danielle Giffuni is an associate in the New York office of Crowell & Moring LLP, where she practices in the
firm’s White Collar & Regulatory Enforcement Group. Her practice is focused on counseling and
representing corporate and individual clients in regulatory enforcement actions, government
investigations, white collar criminal defense matters, and internal investigations. Danielle has recently
represented corporations and individuals in investigations conducted by the Securities and Exchange
Commission, the Department of Justice, and the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority.
In addition, Danielle maintains an active pro bono practice, primarily focusing on representing clients in
criminal defense matters. Danielle earned her J.D. from Brooklyn Law School, and a B.A. from The
University of Michigan.

RYAN GREEN
White & Case LLP
Ryan Green is an associate in the Mergers and Acquisitions Practice Group, and is resident in the New
York office. His practice includes the representation of corporate clients, private equity funds and
commercial banks in connection with domestic and global mergers, acquisitions and equity investments.
Ryan also has represented both issuers and investment banks in capital markets offerings.

IVIE GUOBADIA
Littler Mendelson
Ivie A.G. Serioux has substantial employment litigation experience and has successfully represented
clients in a variety of different forums including Federal and State courts along with the Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission, the New York State Division of Human Rights and New York City
Commission on Human Rights. Her practice focuses on representing and counseling employers in all
aspects of employment discrimination litigation as well as traditional labor law and emerging issues in
Title IX compliance and litigation. She has first chaired and prevailed at administrative hearings.
Ivie earned her J.D. from Emory University School of Law where she was awarded the Top 10% Oral
Advocate Award in Emory's Legal Research and Writing Program. She was a member of the Frederick
Douglas Moot Court Team and Barton Public Policy Clinic. During law school, Ivie completed externships
with the American Civil Liberties Union and the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission. Ivie
completed her undergraduate studies at the George Washington University, where she was a Presidential
Academic Scholar and received a B.A. in Sociology with a minor in Political Science.

MILING HARRINGTON
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
Miling Y. Harrington is an associate in Cravath’s Corporate Department. Her practice covers a range of
intellectual property matters, including the intellectual property aspects of mergers and acquisitions,
intellectual property transactions, patent litigation and innovation and open source policy.
Ms. Harrington was born in Nanjing, China. She received a B.S. on a full merit scholarship, cum laude in
Engineering and Applied Sciences from California Institute of Technology in 2006, a Ph.D. in Microbiology
and Immunology from Stanford University in 2012 and a J.D. from Columbia Law School in 2015, where
she was a Stone Scholar and a member of the Science and Technology Law Review. Prior to her legal
career, Ms. Harrington conducted extensive research in a variety of fields including stem cell biology,
biomaterials engineering and microbial ecology at UCSF, Harvard and MIT in addition to her research at
Stanford and Caltech.

HYUN-JOONG (DANIEL) KIM
Ropes & Gray LLP
Hyun-Joong (Daniel) Kim is an Intellectual Property Litigation associate in the New York office of Ropes &
Gray LLP. Daniel focuses his practice on patent matters and has represented clients in various technical
fields, including software, automotive technology, biotechnology, and medical devices. Daniel has
litigated patent cases in a number of jurisdictions, including federal district courts, U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Federal Circuit, United States International Trade Commission, and Patent Trial and Appeal Board.
Daniel also has experience at all stages of litigation from pre-suit investigation through trial and appeal.
Daniel received his B.S.E. degree from Duke University with dual majors in Biomedical and Electrical
Engineering, where he worked as a researcher in Biomedical Interferometry and Optical Spectroscopy
(BIOS) Research Group with particular focuses on spectroscopy and signals. Daniel received his J.D.
degree from New York University School of Law, where he was an articles editor for the NYU Journal of
Intellectual Property & Entertainment Law.

DEE KUCHUKULLA
Ropes & Gray LLP
Dee Kuchukulla is a fourth year associate in the New York office of Ropes & Gray’s private equity
transactions group. Her practice focuses on representing private equity sponsors and their portfolio
companies, private companies and other investors in a variety of domestic and cross-border transactions,
including mergers and acquisitions, leveraged buyouts, divestitures, and joint ventures/minority
investments.
Dee grew up in Bridgewater, NJ. She received her law degree from Columbia Law School in 2015 and her
BA in Environmental Studies and Political Science from New York University in 2010. Prior to joining law
school, Dee worked in professional development and event planning in the DC office of Fried Frank.

ERIKA KWEON
Reed Smith LLP
Erika is an associate in the IP, Tech & Data Group at Reed Smith. She focuses her practice on privacy,
technology, and information governance issues, and she specializes in counseling clients on data
management. Prior to entering private practice, Erika was a Media Law Clerk at NBCUniversal, where she
advised clients on issues related to social media promotions, including right of publicity, trademark, and
copyright. She also advised on various legal and policy matters concerning privacy and
newsgathering. Erika is a graduate of Amherst College and Harvard Law School.

MEGAN LEW
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
Megan Y. Lew is a practice area attorney in Cravath’s Litigation Department. Her practice focuses on
internal and government investigations, civil litigation and regulatory compliance, including matters
concerning the FCPA, fraud, money laundering and anti-money laundering controls, trade sanctions and
export controls. Ms. Lew has represented a wide range of clients, including AerCap Holdings N.V.,
American Express, Computer Sciences Corporation, Mylan N.V. and Credit Suisse AG. She has also served
on the attorney team supporting John Buretta in his role as compliance monitor for TK Holdings, Inc.
(“Takata”) in connection with the recall of certain of Takata’s airbag inflators.
Ms. Lew was born in New York. She received her B.S. degree magna cum laude in Natural Resources from
Cornell University in 2004 and a J.D. cum laude from New York University School of Law in 2010, where
she was Notes Editor of the Law Review.
Ms. Lew joined Cravath as a summer associate in 2009. Following a one-year clerkship with Hon. Frank
Maas of the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York, Ms. Lew returned to join Cravath’s
legal staff in 2011. Ms. Lew may be reached by phone at +1-212-474-1428 or by email at
mlew@cravath.com.

KEN LI
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
Ken is an associate in the Financial Services practice group at Sullivan & Cromwell. He received his J.D.
from Columbia Law School and B.A. from Harvard University.

COLLEEN LIMA
Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP
Colleen Lima is an associate at Arnold & Porter. Her practice focuses on corporate internal investigations,
white-collar criminal defense, and complex commercial litigation. Ms. Lima has represented individuals
and companies in investigations by the US Department of Justice, the US Securities and Exchange
Commission, the Brazilian Public Prosecutor’s Office, and other state prosecutors and regulatory
authorities.
Ms. Lima also has advised companies facing investigations and enforcement actions involving the Foreign
Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) and other anti-corruption laws. She also has experience evaluating
compliance programs and counseling companies on compliance issues.
Ms. Lima maintains an active pro bono practice focused on representing victims of domestic violence in
family court and education reform litigation.
Ms. Lima earned her JD from The George Washington University Law School, where she was a recipient of
the Pro Bono Honors Recognition Award. During law school, Ms. Lima interned at the US Department of
Justice (Antitrust Division) and Bristol Myers-Squibb Company. She also served as a volunteer law clerk in
the DC Superior Court’s Domestic Violence Unit. Ms. Lima graduated from Georgetown University’s
Walsh School of Foreign Service with a BSFS in International Affairs and certificate in International
Development.
Ms. Lima is fluent in English and French, and conversational in Portuguese and Spanish.

WYATT LITTLES
Cleary, Gottlieb, Steen & Hamilton LLP
Wyatt Littles is an associate at Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP. Wyatt’s practice focuses on real
estate law and corporate transactions, with a particular focus on real estate finance including mortgage,
mezzanine and construction loan originations, purchase and sales transactions, leasing and secondary

market transactions. Wyatt frequently represents major institutional lenders and borrowers in complex
transactions involving hotels, shopping centers, office buildings, condominiums and other property types.
Wyatt handles leasing projects for several institutional Pro Bono clients, most notably, the Brooklyn Public
Library. Wyatt also serves on the firms Committee for Diversity and Inclusion, Washington Irving Advisory
Board, a firm initiative centered on high school mentorship and is a lead coordinator for Cleary’s
involvement with the Legal Outreach Program.
Wyatt earns his B.A. in Africana Studies, with honors, from Bowdoin College in 2012, where he was a
member of the Men’s varsity basketball team and a Sarah and James Bowdoin Scholar. In 2015, Wyatt
earned his J.D. from Columbia Law School, where he was an editor for the Columbia Journal of Race and
Law and a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar. In his free time, Wyatt enjoys reading adventure series novels,
long-distance running and boxing.

ALEXANDER LOPEZ
Shearman & Sterling LLP
Alex is an associate in Shearman & Sterling’s New York office and is a member of the firm’s Litigation
Group. Since graduating from the New York University School of Law in 2015, Alex has gained valuable
skills working on a variety of matters, including complex litigations and internal investigations. Alex has
recently represented companies and individuals in investigations conducted by the Department of Justice
and the Securities and Exchange Commission. Additionally, Alex is an active member of Sterling Pride, the
Firm’s network for LGBTQ+ lawyers as well as a co-captain of the Firm’s very successful recreational
kickball team.

TIANYIN NUNU LUO
Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP
Nunu Luo is an associate in Cadwalader’s Corporate & Financial Services Litigation & Regulation
Group. Nunu advises clients on a variety of complex commercial disputes, shareholder lawsuits, and civil
RICO matters. She is actively involved in Cadwalader’s affinity networks including the Women’s
Leadership Initiative and the Cadwalader Asian Pacific American Attorney Group.
Nunu graduated from New York University School of Law in 2015 where she was on NYU’s Moot Court
Board and received her B.A. from Tufts University in 2012. Nunu is admitted to practice in New York.

SCOTT MCABEE
WilmerHale
Scott McAbee focuses his practice on complex litigation matters at WilmerHale.
Prior to joining the firm, Mr. McAbee served as a law clerk for the Honorable Andrew L. Carter of the US
District Court for the Southern District of New York and the Honorable Johnnie B. Rawlinson of the US
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. He previously worked as a staff attorney at the Office of the
Appellate Defender, where he litigated appeals in the New York Supreme Court Appellate Division.
While attending law school, Mr. McAbee served as a congressional extern for the US House of
Representatives Judiciary Committee, a clinical student at the Legal Aid Society and the Center for
Appellate Litigation, and a legal extern at ACLU National Headquarters.

RUTH MERISIER
Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP
Ruth Merisier is an associate in Cadwalader’s Global Litigation Group. Ruth advises clients in complex
commercial disputes and corporate governance matters. She also serves as Co-Chair of the Cadwalader
Black and Latino Association. Ruth demonstrates a strong commitment to pro bono work, representing
clients seeking asylum under United States immigration laws. Ruth has also received the Legal Aid
Society’s 2016 Pro Bono Publico Award for her efforts to vacate an eviction decision against her client by
the New York City Housing Authority.
Ruth received her J.D. from the University of California, Berkeley, School of Law, where she served as CoEditor in Chief of the Berkeley Journal of African American Law and Policy. Ruth earned her B.A., summa
cum laude, in Political Science and Philosophy from The City College of New York (CUNY). She is admitted
to practice in the State of New York.

KELLY D. NEWSOME
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
Kelly D. Newsome is a Managing Associate in the White Collar, Investigations, Securities Litigation &
Compliance group at Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP. Kelly advises individuals and corporations in
white collar criminal, regulatory, and compliance matters, including alleged violations of federal securities
laws, anti-money laundering regulations, and the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act. Her global practice has
included investigations and matters in Africa, Asia, Europe, South America, and the United States.
Kelly maintains an active pro bono practice and works with domestic and international organizations
involved in extractive industry transparency, criminal justice sector reform, and transitional justice. Kelly
currently serves as the co-chair of Orrick’s African American Attorneys Affinity Group and is a member of
the Hiring Committee.
Prior to joining Orrick, Kelly was an Associate at Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP, and prior to law
school, Kelly was a fundraising and management consultant for faith-based and nonprofit

organizations. Kelly received her J.D. from Georgetown University Law Center, her Masters in
International Economic Law from Sciences Po Paris, and both her M.P.A. and B.A. in French and
Communications Studies from the University of Missouri-Kansas City.

JOYCE NG
Sidley Austin LLP
Joyce Y. Ng is a seventh year associate in Sidley Austin LLP’s Investment Funds group. She advises
investment advisers on the structuring of their advisory business, formation of U.S. and non-U.S. private
investment funds, and regulatory compliance issues. In addition, Joyce represents investors and advisers
in the negotiation of side letters, managed accounts, and other strategic investment arrangements. Joyce
received her B.A. from McGill University in 2008 and her J.D. from Columbia Law School in 2012. Joyce
was born in Hong Kong and raised in Vancouver, Canada.

BRETTA OLUYEDE
Reed Smith LLP
Bretta Oluyede is an associate in Reed Smith’s Entertainment & Media Group, and focuses her practice on
media and advertising issues, data security, privacy and emerging technologies. Currently, Bretta is
seconded to Amazon’s advertising legal group. Bretta maintains an active pro bono practice which
includes preparing website policies for education focused nonprofits. Beyond the firm, she is a mentor
through PALS, an organization that pairs minority law students with attorneys for support throughout law
school. Prior to joining Reed Smith, Bretta served as a clerk for then-Chief Judge Petrese B. Tucker of the
U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania.

JOHN PADRO
White & Case LLP
John P. Padro is a senior litigation associate in White & Case’s New York office. His practice focuses on
patent litigation and complex intellectual property disputes. He represents high-profile technology,
biomedical and pharmaceuticals clients in all phases of litigation, including appeals. His recent experience
includes significant litigation matters for Google, Abiomed, Pfizer and UCB before district courts
throughout the United States as well as the Federal Circuit. John also provides general intellectual
property strategy counseling as well as intellectual property transactional services.
John is also co-head of the Hispanic Affinity Group at White & Case. Prior to joining White & Case, John
worked at WiPower, Inc., a wireless power technology company, where he served as sole legal counsel
and developed and commercialized WiPower’s intellectual property portfolio. John graduated with a
dual-degree in Electrical Engineering and Political Science from the University of Florida and went to
Columbia Law School.

JIEUN PAIK
Dechert LLP
Jieun is an associate in the Corporate & Securities Group at Dechert LLP in the New York office, focusing
on mergers and acquisitions and corporate transactions. She represents clients in domestic and
international transactions covering a variety of industries, including healthcare, technology and consumer
goods.
Jieun received her B.A. in English from Vassar College and her J.D. from Columbia Law School.

MINKYU PARK
Shearman & Sterling LLP
Minkyu is an associate in the Capital Markets group at Shearman & Sterling LLP. He represents both
issuers and underwriters in corporate finance and securities transactions, including SEC registered and
Rule 144A/Regulation S offerings of equity securities, high yield and investment grade bonds as well as
liability management transactions.
Minkyu received a B.A. in economics from Grinnell College and a J.D. from Cornell Law School. He is fluent
in Korean. Prior to attending law school, Minkyu served in the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon as
part of the U.N.’s peacekeeping operations and efforts in the region.

FIONA POON
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Fiona Poon is a member of the International Dispute Resolution Group at Debevoise, based in New
York. Ms. Poon’s recent representations include investor-state arbitrations and international commercial
disputes, including in parallel arbitrations before the ICSID and the ICC International Court of
Arbitration. Prior to joining Debevoise in 2015, Ms. Poon was a Legal Counsel at the Permanent Court of
Arbitration in The Hague, the Netherlands. In that capacity, she assisted arbitral tribunals in inter-state,
investment, and commercial arbitrations involving states, brought under the auspices of the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, the UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules and the PCA Environmental
Rules. From 2007 to 2012, Ms. Poon worked as a solicitor in the litigation practice of a leading
international law firm in Sydney, Australia, with particular experience in regulatory investigations and
complex commercial litigation in the financial services, infrastructure, construction, and mining
sectors. She received an LL.M. from New York University School of Law in 2013 and her B.Com/LL.B. from
the University of New South Wales in 2006. She is qualified in Australia and New York.

KINGDAR PRUSSIEN
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP
Kingdar Prussien is a member of Milbank’s Litigation & Arbitration Group, where his practice focuses on
complex commercial litigation and regulatory investigations. He’s represented public and private
companies, financial institutions, and individuals in white collar criminal and regulatory matters, internal
investigations, and complex civil litigation involving issues ranging from alleged violations of the Bank
Secrecy Act, securities fraud, accounting fraud, and obstruction of justice. Kingdar received his J.D. from
Stanford Law School, where he served as an Editor-in-Chief of the Stanford Law and Policy Review, and
President of the Black Law Students Association. Raised in Philadelphia, Kingdar earned his B.A. in
Philosophy, Politics & Economics, with a concentration in Distributive Justice, cum laude, from the
University of Pennsylvania.

STANLEY RICHARDS
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen and Katz
Stanley Richards is an associate in Wachtell Lipton’s Corporate Department.
Stan received a B.A. summa cum laude and a B.S. with highest honors from University of Illinois UrbanaChampaign in 2012 and a J.D. from Yale Law School in 2015, where he was an articles editor of the Yale
Law Journal and Editor-in-Chief of the Yale Journal on Regulation.

ALEXIS SABA
Sive, Paget & Riesel P.C.
Alexis Saba is an attorney at Sive, Paget & Riesel P.C. and focuses her practice on environmental and land
use law and litigation. Alexis’s experience includes advising clients on legal and strategic questions
regarding complex, multi-jurisdictional projects such as infrastructure and waterfront developments;
preparing and facilitating applications for environmental permits, as well as the New York State
Brownfield Cleanup Program; negotiating resolution of permit violations; assisting clients with
environmental due diligence related to real estate financing and development; and defending and
prosecuting lawsuits related to environmental liabilities, environmental impact assessments, land use and
zoning decisions, and construction matters. Prior to joining SPR, Alexis worked in the Litigation group at
Paul Hastings LLP where her practice focused on commercial litigation and government and internal
investigations. Alexis is a graduate of Cornell Law School and Williams College.

MICHAEL SABELLA
BakerHostetler LLP
Michael Sabella focuses his practice on the areas of bankruptcy, restructuring, creditors’ rights and
complex commercial litigation. Drawing upon his clerkship and prior legal experience, Michael combines
his understanding of the transactional and litigation sides of bankruptcy for a thorough and proactive
approach to all client situations. He assists debtors, creditors and interested parties in a variety of
industries on all aspects of representation on bankruptcy issues, including claims recovery, secured
transactions, real estate, international insolvency, and corporate insolvencies. Michael also represents
corporate officers and directors in litigation that challenges their actions and roles in connection with the
management and operations of businesses. Michael has spoken and written about a wide range of
bankruptcy issues, including case-specific appellate decisions, preference issues and interpretations of
components of the Bankruptcy Code.
Michael also devotes time to assist pro bono clients with LGBTQ+ issues, asylum applications, postconviction relief, and amicus briefs for different human rights and interest groups.

LOIS SALDANA
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
Lois T. Saldana is a member of Sullivan & Cromwell’s Litigation Group. Since joining the firm in 2012, Ms.
Saldana has represented companies in commercial disputes, class actions in state and federal court, and
investigations conducted by the Securities and Exchange Commission, the Department of Justice, the
Attorney General of the State of New York, and the Commodity Futures Trading Commission. She has
represented clients in multiple industries—including energy, financial services and manufacturing—in a
broad spectrum of issues, such as claims involving common-law fraud, securities, commodities, antitrust,
FIRREA and the FCPA.
Ms. Saldana is a graduate of Brown University, where she concentrated in International Relations and
Hispanic Studies and received a Fulbright grant to teach in Cordoba, Argentina. She is also a graduate of
New York University School of Law, where she served on the NYU Moot Court Board and was a Teaching
Assistant in the Lawyering Program and an AnBryce Scholar. Ms. Saldana joined Sullivan & Cromwell as a
summer associate in 2010 and 2011 and returned to join as an attorney in 2012. She is admitted to
practice in the State of New York and the United States District Courts for the Southern and Eastern
Districts of New York.

ANDREW B SAMUEL
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
Andrew is an associate in Davis Polk's Financial Institutions Group. He advises banks and bank holding
companies on a wide range of regulatory matters, including the impact and implementation of financial
regulatory reform. He has extensive experience in the development and preparation of resolution plans,
also known as living wills, for global-systemically important banks and regional banks in the United States
and abroad. He has advised clients on enhanced prudential standards, the Volcker Rule and other areas
of the Dodd-Frank Act. His practice includes governance and risk management for financial firms, as well
as regulatory advice in the context of M&A and capital markets transactions.

Andrew has also received acknowledgments for his work on academic publications in the areas of bank
regulation, systemic risk and special resolution regimes. Before joining Davis Polk, he worked at a start-up
and was elected to the school board of his hometown in New Jersey. He received his B.A. cum laude from
Yale College and his J.D. from Columbia Law School, where he served as the Head Notes Editor for the
Journal of Transnational Law.

OSCAR SAUNDERS
Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP
Oscar focuses his practice on advising investment advisers and private investment funds (including hedge
funds, private equity funds and funds of funds) in connection with their formation, regulatory compliance
and daily operational activities.
Oscar also devotes time to various pro bono matters. Through his participation in the New York State Pro
Bono Clemency Project, Oscar assists state prisoners submit petitions to have their sentences commuted.
With support from Human Rights First, Oscar is helping a pro bono client seek asylum in the United States
as a Tibetan refugee. In the past, Oscar has successfully advocated for clients seeking U Nonimmigrant
Status and T Nonimmigrant Status.
Oscar received his J.D./M.B.A. from the New York University School of Law and the Leonard N. Stern
School of Business. During law school, Oscar served as a Managing Editor of the NYU Journal of Law &
Business. Oscar received his B.S. in Economics and French from Pomona College.

MARGARET (MARGI) SCHIERBERL
Cleary, Gottlieb, Steen & Hamilton LLP
Margaret (Margi) Schierberl earned her B.A. from Lafayette College in 2010 and her J.D. from the
University of California, Berkeley, School of Law in 2015. During law school, Margi was the Political Chair
of the Queer Caucus, Berkeley’s LGBTQ student association. In 2016-17, Margi clerked for the Honorable

Judge Shelley Chapman of the Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of New York. She currently
works as an associate at Cleary Gottlieb, where her practice focuses on bankruptcy and general civil
litigation.

COURTNEY SHIKE
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen and Katz
Courtney Shike is an associate at Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz. Her practice focuses on representing
corporations and directors in litigation regarding mergers and acquisitions, governance, and other
corporate matters.
Courtney received her J.D. in 2013 from Northwestern Pritzker School of Law, where she was the senior
colloquy editor of the Northwestern Law Review. Courtney received her B.A. in Economics and East Asian
Languages and Literatures from Smith College in 2006. Prior to attending law school, Courtney worked as
an investor relations consultant in Beijing, China.

SHOYEB SIDDIQUE
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Shoyeb is an associate in the Mergers and Acquisitions group at Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison,
focusing on public and private transactions and corporate governance matters. Prior to joining the firm,
Shoyeb was the first law clerk to the Honorable Karen L. Valihura on the Delaware Supreme
Court. Shoyeb received his B.A. from New York University and his J.D. from New York University School of
Law.
A native of a Chicago suburb, Shoyeb has grown accustomed to the finer things in life, including toppings
on hot dogs and pizzas with great depth and flavor. When not reviewing merger agreements or leading
conference calls, Shoyeb enjoys moderately long walks on the beach, the soft hues of the sunset

reflecting off tall Manhattan buildings and the brisk chill of recycled air pumped through centralized
vents. One day, he hopes to have a marker board – he thinks he’ll enjoy that too.

ANAND SITHIAN
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Anand Sithian is an associate in the Litigation Department at Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison
LLP. Anand has broad litigation practice, with a focus on white-collar defense, antitrust class actions,
internal investigations, and complex business and securities litigation. Anand maintains a robust probono practice, including securing reunification of immigrant parents and their children who were
unlawfully separated by the federal government. Prior to joining Paul, Weiss, Anand served as a Trial
Attorney in the Criminal Division’s Asset Forfeiture and Money Laundering Section of the U.S. Department
of Justice (DOJ). While at DOJ, Anand investigated and prosecuted a wide array of white-collar matters
relating to asset forfeiture, money laundering, anti-money laundering compliance, the Bank Secrecy Act
and economic sanctions. Anand lives in Manhattan with his wife and twin sons.

STEPHANIE SPANGLER
Norris McLaughlin, P.A.
Stephanie S. Spangler, an Associate of the firm’s Intellectual Property, Litigation, and Cannabis Practice
Groups, dedicates her practice to trademark, copyright, and cannabis matters. She has represented
clients from startups to Fortune 100 companies, including technology, food and beverage, e-commerce,
apparel, cannabis, jewelry, video games, film, and arts and entertainment.
Stephanie routinely counsels clients on both contentious and non-contentious intellectual property
matters, focusing on domestic and international trademark prosecution, copyright and trademark
enforcement, infringement, and licensing. She works with clients to find creative solutions for the
selection, registration, use, and protection of their intellectual property rights.

She appears in federal courts, the state courts of New York and California, and before the USPTO’s
Trademark Trial and Appeal Board, and has represented clients in cases involving false advertising, trade
secret misappropriation, commercial disparagement, business torts, deceptive trade practices, Lanham
Act claims, state and federal unfair competition laws, and other business disputes.
She is a member of the International Trademark Association (INTA), the Asian American Bar Association of
New York (AABANY), and Cardozo Law School’s Black Asian Latino Law Students Association Alumni Group
and serves as a mentor to law school students through Cardozo Law School’s “Cardozo Connections”
mentorship program. She is also co-author of the firm’s trademark, copyright, and unfair competition law
blog, More Than Your Ma®k, and the firm’s Cannabis Law Group blog, Legally Grown.
Stephanie earned her B.A. in International Studies from Emory University in 2005, and her J.D. from
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, with a concentration in Intellectual Property and Communications
Law, in 2010. During law school, she was Articles Editor for Cardozo Arts & Entertainment Law Journal.

LINDSAY STONE
Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton LLP
Lindsay Stone is an associate in the Labor and Employment Group of Sheppard, Mullin, Richter &
Hampton LLP. Lindsay is experienced in representing employers in a wide array of labor and employment
matters in judicial, arbitral and agency forums, with a particular focus on clients in the media,
entertainment and sports industries. Lindsay’s litigation practice includes disputes related to restrictive
covenant and non-competition agreements, misappropriation of trade secrets, discrimination and
harassment, and wrongful termination. She also regularly counsels clients on matters related to internal
investigations and employee discipline and termination, and conducts training on behalf of clients
regarding sexual harassment, managerial issues and workplace behavior. Lindsay is actively involved in
pro bono work at Sheppard Mullin, including the representation of non-profit organizations, domestic
violence victims, and individuals seeking asylum. In 2017, Lindsay was named Sheppard Mullin’s Pro Bono
Attorney of the Year.

NAFEES SYED
Boies Schiller & Flexner LLP
Nafees Syed is a senior associate at Boies, Schiller & Flexner in New York City, and a Visiting Fellow at the
Yale Information Society Project. She specializes in corporate and constitutional litigation. She graduated
from Yale Law School and Harvard College magna cum laude. Nafees is active in the legal community and
has been a panelist at Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Fordham Law School, and Columbia Law School.
In law school, Nafees was Morris Tyler Moot Court of Appeals Finalist and Co-Chair of the Moot Court
Board, with an acclaimed final oral argument before three circuit court judges. She was also a teaching
fellow for four Yale College courses. Nafees is a former foreign policy advisor to a member of Congress,
and also served on the staff of the U.S. House of Representatives Judiciary Committee. Her writing has
been widely read, including on CNN, Foreign Policy, The International Journal of the History of Sport, The
Huffington Post, The NYU Journal of Law and Policy, where she coauthored an article on the Second
Amendment with Donald Flexner (name partner of her firm), and The New York Times.

YAEL TZPORI
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
Yael Tzipori is an associate in Sullivan & Cromwell’s Financial Services Group and works with financial
institutions in a range of corporate, transactional and regulatory contexts. Examples of recent work
include public and private mergers and acquisitions of bank holding companies and other financial
institutions, equity and debt offerings by public corporations and insured depository institutions,
representing sponsors and institutional investors in private equity and other investment management
matters, advising large financial institutions in regulatory compliance and corporate governance matters,
and advocacy in connection with industry comment letters responsive to recent federal bank regulatory
initiatives. Yael is also a member of S&C’s Associate Experience Committee, the LGBT Network, and the
NYU Law Recruiting Team. Yael has a JD from NYU Law (2014), where she was a member and editor-inchief of the NYU Annual Survey of American Law, and a BS from Tufts University (2011), where she was a
member and co-captain of the women’s lacrosse team.

ENO USORO
Sidley Austin LLP
Eno Usoro is an associate in the firm’s New York office and practices in the Global Finance group. Eno has
represented issuers, underwriters and loan sellers in multiple commercial mortgage backed
securitizations. Eno has also advised on single-family rental securitizations and commercial real estatebacked collateralized loan obligations.
Eno received her LL.M. from Columbia Law School in 2013 where she was on the editorial committee of
the Yearbook on International Investment Law & Policy, and her LL.B (Hons) from University College
London. Prior to embarking on her legal career, Eno graduated cum laude from Chatham College with
bachelors degrees in English and Mathematics.
Eno is qualified in both New York and Nigeria. Before joining Sidley, Eno practiced at a major Nigerian law
firm where she advised on various banking sector reforms undertaken in response to the financial crisis,
including the recapitalization of certain Nigerian banks.
Eno is Co-Chair of the firm’s NY Associate Committee on Diversity and Inclusion. Eno is also a member of
the International Bar Association, the American Bar Association, the New York State Bar Association and
the Nigerian Bar Association.

ANNA-LISA VANZO
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Anna-Lisa received her J.D. from the University of Pennsylvania Law School in 2015, where she was a
Senior Editor of the University of Pennsylvania Journal of Constitutional Law, and a Frederick Douglass
Moot Court Champion for BLSA’s Mid-Atlantic Region. She also received a Certificate in Management
from the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania. Anna-Lisa recently completed a one-year
clerkship for the Honorable Debra Freeman of the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New
York. She is currently an associate at Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP, a member of the
Firm’s Inclusion Task Force, and a junior board member for Avenues for Justice.

JENNIFER WANG
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
Jennifer Wang is an associate in the Investment Management Group in the New York office of Davis Polk
& Wardwell LLP. Her practice focuses on advising sponsors of private equity and hedge funds on fund
formation, secondary transactions and investment adviser regulation, as well as advising investors in
private funds on related issues. Ms. Wang recently completed a secondment in the New York office of
Morgan Stanley, where she was a member of the Legal and Compliance department for the Investment
Banking Division.
Ms. Wang graduated magna cum laude from Princeton University in 2010 with an A.B. in Molecular
Biology. From 2010 to 2011, she worked as a legal assistant in the capital markets group in the Hong Kong
office of Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP as part of the Princeton-in-Asia fellowship program. Ms. Wang
received her J.D. from Columbia Law School in 2014, where she was a James Kent Scholar and member of
the Columbia Law Review, and spent a term at the Oxford University Faculty of Law as part of the
Columbia-Oxford Global Alliance Program in Law and Finance. In summer 2012, Ms. Wang served as
judicial intern to Hon. Bruce J. McGiverin of the U.S. District Court for the District of Puerto Rico.
Ms. Wang joined Davis Polk as a summer associate in 2013 and returned as a full-time associate in 2014,
and has since completed rotations in the firm’s capital markets and credit practice groups. She is an avid
runner and opera enthusiast.

REYHAN WATSON
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP
Reyhan Watson is a litigation associate at Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP. Rey works on a wide
variety of complex civil cases representing both U.S. and international clients in state and federal court
and in domestic and international arbitrations. Rey’s practice also includes representing clients in white
collar criminal and regulatory investigations and prosecutions. Rey dedicates significant time to pro bono
service, representing clients in a broad array of matters, including civil, family court, immigration, human
rights and criminal proceedings. His most recent pro bono work involves filing lawsuits to challenge and

reform New York’s bail system in criminal cases. Rey received his J.D. from New York University School of
Law and, prior to law school, he worked at the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia
in The Hague, Netherlands.

RICHIE WILLIAMS
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Richard R. Williams, Jr. is a litigation associate at Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP. In his practice, Mr.
Williams represents clients in complex commercial litigation matters in state and federal courts, and
various business disputes including bankruptcy proceedings and funds litigation matters. He also advises
clients in government investigations.
Mr. Williams received his J.D. in 2013 from Columbia Law School, where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone
Scholar and was an editor of the Journal of Gender and Law and the Journal of Law and the Arts. He
graduated magna cum laude from Harvard College in 2001, with an A.B. in Visual and Environmental
Studies. Prior to law school, Mr. Williams worked in the film and television industry.

TIMOTHY WILSON
White & Case LLP
Tim Wilson is an associate in White & Case’s DC office and is a member of the firm’s Commercial
Litigation Group. Tim represents foreign sovereigns, international financial institutions, and private
companies in the resolution of complex governmental and international disputes. He has experience
representing clients in US federal and state trial and appellate courts, US federal regulatory agencies, and
international treaty-based bodies. Tim’s practice includes international arbitral award enforcement,
criminal antitrust defense, US sanctions and export controls compliance, US admiralty and maritime
disputes, and foreign-sovereign immunity cases.

Tim is very involved in pro bono matters at White & Case, where he focuses on obtaining asylum for
LGBT+ individuals and on reforming incarceration practices in US prisons. Tim received his J.D., with
honors, from Emory University School of Law, where he served as the Executive Symposium Editor of the
Emory Law Journal. He received his B.S.F.S., cum laude, from Georgetown University.

BENJAMIN WOLVERTON
Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP
Benjamin Wolverton's practice encompasses a variety of complex commercial matters, with particular
focus on white collar criminal defense and intellectual property matters. Mr. Wolverton has experience
representing clients before state and federal courts and administrative agencies, and has also advised
clients in conducting internal investigations and in responding to federal and state investigative
authorities.
Mr. Wolverton earned his JD from Boston University School of Law, where he served as the
Administrative Editor of the Boston University Law Review. Prior to joining the firm, Mr. Wolverton
interned with the Securities Division of the Massachusetts Secretary of the Commonwealth and with the
Honorable Mary E. Fairhurst of the Washington Supreme Court.

SHERRY XIE
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Sherry Xie is an attorney at Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom in the tax group. She advises on the tax
aspects of business transactions, including mergers and acquisitions, capital raises, and
reorganizations. She previously worked at Credit Suisse in investment banking and is a graduate of
Harvard Law School.

ABA YAMOAH
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
Aba grew up in Ghana and moved to the United States at the age of fifteen. Although Accra is home to
Aba, she has also spent a significant amount of time in California, and currently lives in New Jersey with
her husband and their very energetic Bouvier.
Aba received her Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science and Rhetoric from the University of
California, Berkeley in 2007, and her J.D. from Columbia Law School in 2013. Aba is currently a 6th year
associate at Sullivan & Cromwell LLP, in the firm’s General Practice group, and her practice is primarily in
leveraged and acquisition finance, and secondarily in capital markets. Aba also spent the earlier part of
her career focused on Intellectual Property transactions, and has developed a soft spot for tech
companies and the unique and novel issues they consistently grapple with.
Outside of work, Aba am an avid yoga practitioner and a certified advanced scuba diver. She also loves to
travel, and takes every opportunity to get out of the country and visit new parts of the world.

