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APPENDIX 

 

49-STATE SURVEY 
 

1. Alabama 

Courts The Alabama judiciary is composed of “a Supreme Court, a Court of 

Criminal Appeals, a Court of Civil Appeals, a Trial Court of General 

Jurisdiction known as the Circuit Court, a Trial Court of Limited Jurisdiction 

known as the District Court, a Probate Court and such Municipal Courts as 

may be provided by law.”1  Each of Alabama’s 41 counties has a Circuit 

Court.2   

All judges, with the exception of Municipal Court Judges, are elected by 

voters for six-year terms.3 Judges of the Municipal Court are appointed by 

the governing body of the municipality for four-year terms (full-time judges) 

or two-year terms (part-time judges).4  

 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Judges are elected to constitutional courts, but the Legislature may create 

inferior courts where judges are elected or appointed.5  

If vacancies occur between elections, the Governor fills those seats to 

complete the vacated terms.6   

 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

& How? 

The Legislature has the authority to alter the number of judicial seats.7   

The Legislature may not create a court of general jurisdiction for a county 

having a population of less than 20,000 based on most recent federal census.8 

In 2017, the Legislature created the Judicial Resources Allocation 

Commission to determine “the need for increasing or decreasing the number 

of judgeships in District Courts and circuit courts.”9  The Commission is 

composed of 12 members: the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of 

 

1 Ala. Const. Art. VI, Sec. 139. 
2 Ala. Code Title 12 §12-11-2 (2019). 
3 Alabama Appellate Courts, Judicial.Alabama.gov (2020), 

https://judicial.alabama.gov/Appellate/JudgeQualification#:~:text=All%20justices%20and%20judges%2C%20with

%20the%20exception%20of%20municipal%20court,governing%20body%20of%20the%20municipality (All 

websites last accessed on Aug 29, 2023).  
4 Id.  
5 Ala. Const. Art. VI, §§152, 153. 
6 Id. at §158. 
7 Id. at §145.  
8 Id. at §139. 
9 An Act to Establish the Judicial Resources Allocation Commission, Ala. Act No. 2017-42, 

https://www.alacourt.gov/docs/Act2017-42,%20Judicial%20Reallocation.pdf.  

https://judicial.alabama.gov/Appellate/JudgeQualification#:~:text=All%20justices%20and%20judges%2C%20with%20the%20exception%20of%20municipal%20court,governing%20body%20of%20the%20municipality
https://judicial.alabama.gov/Appellate/JudgeQualification#:~:text=All%20justices%20and%20judges%2C%20with%20the%20exception%20of%20municipal%20court,governing%20body%20of%20the%20municipality
https://www.alacourt.gov/docs/Act2017-42,%20Judicial%20Reallocation.pdf


 2 

131678541.1 

Alabama who serves as chair, the legal advisor of the Governor of Alabama, 

the Alabama Attorney General, three incumbent Circuit Judges appointed by 

the president of the Circuit Judges Association, three incumbent District 

Judges appointed by the president of the District Judges Association, three 

licensed attorneys with two appointed by the president of the Alabama State 

Bar, and one by the president of the Alabama Lawyers Association.10  The 

Commission is assisted by National Center for State Courts.11 

How Often 

Evaluated? 

 

Annually.12 

Factors 

considered 

The Commission analyzes the need for increasing or decreasing judgeships 

in the district and circuit courts based on the following criteria: (1) a judicial 

weighted Caseload study adopted by the Supreme Court; (2) population of a 

district or circuit based on the most recent census or the population estimate 

by the U.S. Census Bureau; (3) judicial duties in the district or circuit, 

including consideration of those circuits which have specialized divisions; 

(4) uniformity in the calculation of how civil, criminal, and domestic cases 

are accounted for between circuits; (5) any other information deemed 

relevant by the Commission.13   

 

Allocation 

and 

Assignment of 

Judges 

 

No judicial seat may be relocated to another circuit without three years of 

evaluation of the judicial weighted caseload study and a judicial circuit shall 

not lose more than one judicial seat in a two-year period.14  

Judicial 

Retirements 

The mandatory retirement age is 70.15  A former judge who has served as a 

district, circuit, or probate judge for at least six years and is registered with 

the AL Center for Alternative Dispute Resolution may serve as a “private 

judge”.16 A retired judge who has served for at least 10 years as a Circuit 

Court or District Court Judge may be appointed as a senior judge when: (1) a 

judge of the requesting court is disqualified for any cause from presiding in a 

matter pending before the requesting court; (2) when a judge of the 

requesting court is unable to preside in the requesting court because of 

disability, illness, or absence; (3) when the business of the requesting court 

requires the temporary assistance of an additional judge or additional 

 

10 Ala. Code. Title 12 § 12-9A-1(a)(1)-(6) (2019).  
11 Jan. 5, 2022 Letter from Chief Justice Tom Parker to governor and legislature. 

https://www.alacourt.gov/docs/lettertogovleg.152022.pdf. 
12 Ala. Code. § 12-9A-1(d) (2019).  
13 Id.  
14 Ala. Code. § 12-9A-5 (2019). 
15 Ala. Const. Art. VI § 6.16 Amendment 328 ratified; Ala. Code § 12-18-7 (2019).  
16 Ala. Code § 12-11A-3. 

https://www.alacourt.gov/docs/lettertogovleg.152022.pdf
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judges.17 Senior judges receive no compensation except per diem expenses 

and mileage reimbursements.18      

Number of 

Judges 

Of 645 judges in Alabama, 19 sit on Appellate Courts, 146 sit on the Circuit 

Courts, and 480 in Lower Trial Courts.19   

 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court may assign a Circuit or District 

Judge to serve within another judicial district for a reasonable time to 

address court congestion, court delay, civil and criminal backlog of cases, or 

for any other reason necessary for the prompt and thorough administration of 

justice.20  The presiding Circuit Judge may appoint a “special judge,” who 

shall have same qualifications as those required for judgeship to which he or 

she is appointed, for temporary service for up to 180 days without pay and 

may be reappointed.21 

 

Population 5,039,877.22 

 

Cases Filed or 

pending and 

backlogs 

“[The] House passes bill to bring back retired judges to deal with case 

backlog.” 23 

 

 

2. Alaska 

Courts The Alaska judiciary is composed of a Supreme Court, Superior Courts, the 

Trial Court of General Jurisdiction,24 and courts established by the 

Legislature, such as the Court of Appeals, a Statutory Court of Limited 

Jurisdiction which hears criminal appeals, and the District Courts, which 

hear misdemeanors25 and specified civil matters under $100,000.26  Initial 

judicial terms are three years after which each Supreme Court Justice may 

seek a ten-year term in a retention election, while Superior Court Judges 

have retention elections every six years.27 

 

17 Id. at § 12-1-14.2.  
18 Id.  
19Alabama Appellate Courts, Judicial System Chart, Judicial.Alabama.gov (2020), 

http://judicial.alabama.gov/Appellate/JudicialSystemChart. 
20 Ala. Code §12-9A-7.  
21 Id. at §12-1-14.1 
22 U.S. Census State Population 2021, https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/AL.  
23 Alabama Political Reporter, Brandon Moseley 2/11/21.  For cases filed, see Alabama Unified Judicial System 

Fiscal Year 2020 Annual Report and Statistics. 
24 Alaska Const. Art. IV, § 1. 
25 Alaska Stat. § 22.15.060 (2019). 
26 Id. at § 22.15.030. 
27 Alaska Const. Art. IV § 6. 

http://judicial.alabama.gov/Appellate/JudicialSystemChart
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/AL
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Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Judges are appointed by the Governor based on nomination from a judicial 

council.28  All judges are thereafter subject to retention elections at different 

intervals depending on their office.29   

 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judges & 

How? 

The Legislature determines the number of judges.30  The Superior Courts 

consist of 45 judges and the Legislature decides how many of these judges 

are assigned to which of four districts.31  The number of justices in the 

Supreme Court may be increased by law upon the request of the Supreme 

Court.32  

 

How Often 

Evaluated? 

 

 

Factors 

Considered? 

 

 

Allocation 

and 

Assignment of 

Judges 

While the Legislature sets the number of District Court Judges and 

Magistrates,33 the Presiding Judge of the Superior Court of the district may 

assign a District Judge or Magistrate within the district to serve in another 

district.34  The Chief Justice, as the administrative head of all courts, assigns 

judges, including temporary assignments of judges from one court to another 

for up to 90 days.35   

 

Judicial 

Retirements  

Judges must retire at 70,36 but they may be appointed to sit “pro tempore” for 

specific cases or specified period of time up to two years which appointments 

may be renewed.37 

 

 

28 Alaska Const. Art. IV, § 5.  The Alaska Judicial Council is also responsible for judicial performance evaluations 

and improving the administration of justice by establishing task forces to study issues, collecting and evaluating 

data.  (See Twenty-Ninth Report: 2017-2018 to the Legislature and Supreme Court, Ajs.alaska.gov, 

http://ajc.alaska.gov/publications/docs/biennial/29th_Report.pdf.  
29 Alaska Const. Art. IV, § 6. 
30 Id. at § 3. 
31 Court System Information, Courts.alaska.gov, 

https://courts.alaska.gov/main/ctinfo.htm#:~:text=The%20Superior%20Court%20is%20the,judges%20located%20th

roughout%20the%20state.  
32 Alaska Const. Art. IV § 2.  
33 Alaska Stat. § 22.15.020 (2019). 
34 Hornaday v Rowland, 674 P2d 1333 [Alaska 1983]. 
35 Alaska Const. Art IV §16; Alaska R. Admin 24(d); Kochutin v State, 739 P2d 170, 171, n 7 [Alaska 1987]) (Chief 

Judge assigned a superior court judge to preside over trial for first degree murder and first-degree sexual assault of a 

minor.  Motion to disqualify judge denied.) 
36 Alaska Const. Art. IV § 11. 
37 Alaska R. Admin. 23. 

http://ajc.alaska.gov/publications/docs/biennial/29th_Report.pdf
https://courts.alaska.gov/main/ctinfo.htm#:~:text=The%20Superior%20Court%20is%20the,judges%20located%20throughout%20the%20state
https://courts.alaska.gov/main/ctinfo.htm#:~:text=The%20Superior%20Court%20is%20the,judges%20located%20throughout%20the%20state
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Number of 

Judges  

Five Supreme Court Justices, three Court of Appeals Judges, and 40 Superior 

Court Judges.38 

 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

 

N/A 

Population 732,673.39 

 

Cases filed or 

pending and 

backlogs 

June 30, 2021: 301 filings in the Supreme Court; 168 filings before the Court 

of Appeals; 22,150 filings in the Superior Courts; 79,618 filings in the 

District Courts. 40 “As of January 1, 2021, there were 19,629 pending felony 

and misdemeanor cases awaiting trial in Alaska courts.  That is up by more 

than 5,000 from the same date in 2020.”41 

 

3. Arizona 

Courts The Arizona judiciary is composed of three courts of general jurisdiction – a 

Supreme Court, a Court of Appeals, and Superior Courts – and other justice 

and Municipal Courts.  The Court of Appeals has two divisions: Division 

One in Phoenix, which has 16 judges and Division Two in Tuscon, which has 

six judges.42 The Arizona Supreme Court is comprised of seven judges, with 

six year terms.43 “Superior Court is the state’s general jurisdiction court” and 

the justices are elected to serve four year terms.44 Each county has at least 

one Superior Court.45 Each county has Justice Courts that are presided over 

by a Justice of the Peace, who is elected to a four year term.46 Municipal 

Courts have criminal jurisdiction over misdemeanor crimes, civil traffic 

cases, violations of city ordinances and codes.47 

 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Supreme Court Justices, Judges on the Courts of Appeals, and Superior Court 

Judges are selected by a combination of election and appointment. Vacancies 

are filled by the Governor within 60 days from receipt of a list submitted by a 

 

38 Courts in Alaska, Ballotpedia.org, https://ballotpedia.org/Courts_in_Alaska#State_court_of_appeals.  
39 U.S. Census state population for 2021, https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/AK.   
40 Alaska Court System Statistical Report FY 2021, Alaska Court System, p.32 – 33, 

http://www.courts.alaska.gov/admin/docs/fy21-statistics.pdf.   
41 James Brooks, Alaska Court System Faces Significant Trial Backlog as Courtrooms Reopen from COVID-19 

Closures, Anchorage Daily News, Feb. 9, 2022. 
42 Court of Appeals, Azcourts.gov, https://www.azcourts.gov/AZ-Courts/Court-of-Appeals.  
43 AZ Supreme Court, Azcourts.gov, https://www.azcourts.gov/AZ-Supreme-Court.  
44 Superior Court, Azcourts.gov, https://www.azcourts.gov/AZ-Courts/Superior-Court; ARIZ. CONST. ART. VI, §13. 
45 Id.  
46 Justice Courts, Azcourts.gov, https://www.azcourts.gov/AZ-Courts/Justice-Courts.  
47 Municipal Courts, Azcourts.gov, https://www.azcourts.gov/AZ-Courts/City-Courts.  

https://ballotpedia.org/Courts_in_Alaska#State_court_of_appeals
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/AK
http://www.courts.alaska.gov/admin/docs/fy21-statistics.pdf
https://www.azcourts.gov/AZ-Courts/Court-of-Appeals
https://www.azcourts.gov/AZ-Supreme-Court
https://www.azcourts.gov/AZ-Courts/Superior-Court
https://www.azcourts.gov/AZ-Courts/Justice-Courts
https://www.azcourts.gov/AZ-Courts/City-Courts
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bipartisan commission which must be transmitted to the Governor within 60 

days of a vacancy; such appointed judges must stand for a retention election 

two years after appointment.48  Superior Court Judges are elected by their 

respective counties for a term of four years.49 
 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and 

How? 

 

The composition of the Arizona Supreme Court and the Arizona Court of 

Appeals is set by statute.50 The Legislature changes the number of judges 

assigned to a county, subject to a population formula of one judge for every 

thirty thousand persons. 51 

How often 

evaluated? 

 

 

Factors 

considered 

Arizona has a constitutionally-mandated judicial performance evaluation 

program.52 

 

Allocation 

and 

Assignment 

of Judges 

 

The Chief Justice may direct a Superior Court Judge to serve in another 

county and are called visiting judges.53  Superior Court Judges may serve in 

any county and any division.54  

Judicial 

Retirements 

 

Mandatory retirement age is 70.55 

Number of 

Judges 

Seven Supreme Court Justices, 22 Court of Appeals Judges, 180 Superior 

Court Judges, 85 Justice of the Peace Court Judges, 128 full and part time 

judges.56  Every county must have at least one Superior Court Judge.57 
 

 

48 Ariz. Const. Art. VI, § 37; Ariz. Rev. Stat. Ann. §12-120.01 (2018). 
49 Superior Court, supra note 44.  
50 Ariz. Const. Art. VI, § 10. 
51 Ariz. Rev. Stat. Ann. §12-121(A) (2018). 
52 Arizona Commission on Judicial Performance Review, Azcourts.gov, https://www.azcourts.gov/jpr/About-

JPR/Frequently-Asked-Questions.  
53 Ariz. R. Sup. Ct. 95(b).  
54 Larette v Adams, 186 Ariz 628 (Ct. App. Div. 1 1996).  Ariz. Rev. Stat. Ann. §12-121(A). 
55 Ariz. Const. Art. VI, § 39.   
56 How Arizona Courts are Organized, Azcourts.gov.  https://www.azcourts.gov/guidetoazcourts/How-Arizona-

Courts-are-Organized.  
57 Ariz. Const. Art. VI, § 10. 

https://www.azcourts.gov/jpr/About-JPR/Frequently-Asked-Questions
https://www.azcourts.gov/jpr/About-JPR/Frequently-Asked-Questions
https://www.azcourts.gov/guidetoazcourts/How-Arizona-Courts-are-Organized
https://www.azcourts.gov/guidetoazcourts/How-Arizona-Courts-are-Organized
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Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

 

In 2016, the Governor obtained legislative approval for the expansion of the 

Arizona Supreme Court from five to seven justices, over the objections of the 

Chief Judge, political groups, and concerned parties.58 
 

Population 7,276,316.59 

 

Cases Filed 

or pending 

and backlogs 

2020:  1,596,428 filings.60    Two years before the pandemic, Arizona courts 

began studying the deluge of electronic evidence filed; Maricopa County 

alone produces 10,000 pieces of evidence each month.  Following UK 

criminal courts and Webb County, Laredo Texas, where the UK had a 50% 

reduction in the number of hearings using an evidence-sharing platform and 

Texas managed to clear backlogs during the pandemic using the same 

evidence-sharing platform.61 

 

 

4. Arkansas 

Courts The Arkansas judiciary is composed of a Supreme Court,62 Court of 

Appeals,63 Circuit Courts,64 District Courts,65 County Courts,66and Justice of 

the Peace Courts. 67  All judges of the Arkansas Supreme Court and Arkansas 

Court of Appeals are elected to eight-year terms,68 while District Court 

Judges have four-year terms and Circuit Judges have six-year terms.69 

 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

 

Judges are elected to each of these courts for set terms.70 

 

 

58 Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Gov. Doug Ducey Signs legislation to Expand Arizona Supreme Court, AZCENTRAL., 

May 18, 2016, https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/arizona/2016/05/18/gov-doug-ducey-signs-legislation-

expand-arizona-supreme-court/84544008/.  
59 U.S. Census state population for 2021, https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/AZ.  
60 Court Annual Case Activity, State Fiscal Year 2020, Azcourts.gov, 

https://www.azcourts.gov/Portals/39/2020DR/SWCaseActivityF20.pdf?ver=2021-08-16-175333-577.  
61 Steve Rubley, “How Arizona Courts are Solving a Backlog that Pandemic Exacerbated,” ArizonaCentral.Com, 

Nov. 5, 2022, https://www.azcentral.com/story/opinion/op-ed/2021/04/15/arizona-courts-digital-evidence-virtual-

hearings-improve-justice/7197455002/.  
62 Ark. Const., amend. 80 §2.  
63 Id. at §5. 
64 Id. at §6. 
65 Id. at §7. 
66 Ark. Code §16-15 et seq. (West 2020). 
67 Id. at §16-19 ET SEQ. 
68 Id. at § 16-12-102.  
69 Ark. Const., amend. 80 §16. 
70 Id. §§ 17, 18. 

https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/arizona/2016/05/18/gov-doug-ducey-signs-legislation-expand-arizona-supreme-court/84544008/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/arizona/2016/05/18/gov-doug-ducey-signs-legislation-expand-arizona-supreme-court/84544008/
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/AZ
https://www.azcourts.gov/Portals/39/2020DR/SWCaseActivityF20.pdf?ver=2021-08-16-175333-577
https://www.azcentral.com/story/opinion/op-ed/2021/04/15/arizona-courts-digital-evidence-virtual-hearings-improve-justice/7197455002/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/opinion/op-ed/2021/04/15/arizona-courts-digital-evidence-virtual-hearings-improve-justice/7197455002/
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Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

The constitution sets the number of judges on the Arkansas Supreme Court.71 

The General Assembly has the power to establish the number of judges on 

the other courts.72 A “District Court Resource Assessment Board” 

recommends to the General Assembly: (1) the criteria for the creation and 

placement of full-time, state-funded District Court judgeships; (2) revisions 

of current District Court judgeships or the redistricting of the District Court 

districts of [the] state; (3) the caseload and the geographic area of the District 

Court district; (4) the number and placement of full-time, state-funded 

District Court judgeships.73  The Board is made up of 11 members:74  two 

senators appointed by the chair of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary; 

two representatives appointed by the Chair of the House Committee on the 

Judiciary, and seven appointed by the Arkansas Supreme Court.  Most of the 

members serve four-year terms.75   

 

How often 

evaluated? 

The District Court Assessment Board makes its recommendations to the 

General Assembly at each regular session. 76  
 

Factors 

considered 

(1) The caseload and the geographic area of the District Court district; (2) the 

November 25, 2002, per curiam opinion of the Arkansas Supreme Court that 

permits the District Courts to hear cases from the Circuit Courts; and (3) any 

other matter the Board determines to be appropriate; and (4) the number and 

placement of full-time, state-funded District Court judicial seats.77  

 

Allocation 

and 

Assignment 

of Judges 

 

The Chief Justice may assign retired judges to sit temporarily.78 

Judicial 

Retirements 

“It is declared to be the state’s public policy” that judges “may retire or be 

retired when” it is in the best interest of the individual and the public.79  

Factors to be considered include: “physical disability, advanced age, or other 

infirmities calculated to materially impair usefulness.”80 

 

 

71 Id. at § 2. 
72 Id. at §10.  
73 Ark. Code §16-17-1003 (West 2020). 
74 Id. at §16-17-1002. 
75 Id.  
76 Id. at §16-17-1003.  
77 Id.  
78 Ark. Const., amend. 80 §13.  
79 Ark. Code §24-8-201 (2020). 
80 Id. 
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Number of 

Judges  

 

221 total: 19 Appellate and 202 Trial Judges.81 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

 

 

Population 3,025,89182 

 

Cases filed or 

pending and 

backlog  

In 2021, there were 158,442 Circuit Court filings; and 847,082 District Court 

filings.83 

 

 

5. California 

Courts A Supreme Court, Courts of Appeal, and Superior Courts.84  Supreme Court 

Judges serve for 12 years, Superior Court Judges serve six-year terms.85 

 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Nomination and Election.86 

The Governor nominates to fill vacancies on the California Supreme Court 

and California Courts of Appeals.87 Judges will run in retention elections to 

coincide with the next gubernatorial election and re-election at the end of 

each term.88 California Superior Court Judges are elected by voters of the 

county in which they sit.89  The Governor appoints temporary judges to fill 

vacancies in the Superior Courts until the next election.90 

 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

& How? 

The Legislature creates and allocates judicial seats in the Superior Courts91 

“in accordance with uniform standards for factually determining additional 

judicial need in each county as updated and approved by the Judicial 

Council,” a 31-member group.92  The Council, established by the California 

Constitution, consists of: the Chief Justice; a Supreme Court Judge; three 

judges of the Courts of Appeals; 10 judges of the Superior Courts; two 

 

81 Arkansas Judiciary 2021 Report to the Community. 
82 U.S. Census state population for 2021, https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/AR.  
83 Arkansas Judiciary 2021 Report to the Community. 
84 Cal. Const. Art. VI, § 2.  Municipal and superior courts were merged in 2002. See Fact Sheet: Trial Court 

Unification, Judicial Council of California, https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/tcunif.pdf.  
85 Cal. Const. Art. VI § 16 (2019). 
86 Id. 
87 Id.   
88 Id.   
89 Id.   
90 Id.  
91 Cal. Const. Art. VI, Sec. 4 (2019). 
92 Cal. Gov. Code §69614 (2019). 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/AR
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/tcunif.pdf
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nonvoting court administrators; nonvoting members as determined by the 

voting membership each selected by the Chief Justice for a three-year term; 

four members of the State Bar appointed by its governing body for three 

years terms; and one member of each house of the Legislature.93  The 

Council established the Workload Assessment Advisory Committee which 

consists of seven judges and seven court executive officers which 

recommends “standards and measures that provide the equitable allocation 

of resources across courts to promote the fair and efficient administration of 

justice.”94  

How often 

Evaluated? 

 

Biennially95 

Factors 

Considered 

Case filings averaged over three years, estimates of the work required for 

different case types, and “a ranking method that provides consideration of 

need relative to their complement of judicial officers.”96 

 

Allocation 

and 

Assignment of 

Judges  

 

The Chief Justice may provide for the assignment of any judge to another 

court but only with the consent of that judge if the court is of lower 

jurisdiction,97 generally for up to 30 days.98   

Judicial 

Retirements 

 

Retired judges may be assigned to judicial duties in any court by the Chief 

Justice.99 

Number of 

Judges 

In total, 2,287100  There are seven justices on the California Supreme Court, 

105 justices in the Courts of Appeal, and approximately 2,175 judges, 

commissioners, referees, assigned judges, and temporary judges in the Trial 

Courts.101 

 

93 Cal. Const. Art. VI, Sec. 6 (2019). 
94 2019 Workload Assessment Advisory Committee Annual Agenda, Courts.ca.gov, 

https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/waac-20191118-materials.pdf. 
95 Cal. Gov. Code §69614(c). 
96 Id.  See e.g., The Need for New Judgeships in the Superior Courts: 2020 Update of the Judicial Needs Assessment, 

Judicial Council Office of California, 

https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/2020_Update_of_the_Judicial_Needs_Assessment.pdf.  
97 Cal. Const. Art. VI, §6(e) (2019). 
98 Fact Sheet, Assigned Judges Program, https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/Assigned_Judges_Program.pdf. 
99 Fact Sheet, Assigned Judges Program, https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/Assigned_Judges_Program.pdf, 

Judicial Council of California, https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/Assigned_Judges_Program.pdf (“In addition to 

his or her retirement pension, a retired judge sitting on assignment is compensated at 92 percent of the salary of a 

judge of the court of record to which he or she is assigned, based on a 250-day year (Gov. Code, § 68543.5(a)). The 

state pays the entire cost of judges who serve on assignment.”) 
100 FAQs, California Courts, Courts.ca.gov, 

https://www.courts.ca.gov/2954.htm#:~:text=Q%3A%20How%20many%20judges%20are,judges%20in%20the%20

trial%20courts.  
101 Id. 

https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/waac-20191118-materials.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/2020_Update_of_the_Judicial_Needs_Assessment.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/Assigned_Judges_Program.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/Assigned_Judges_Program.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/Assigned_Judges_Program.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/2954.htm#:~:text=Q%3A%20How%20many%20judges%20are,judges%20in%20the%20trial%20courts
https://www.courts.ca.gov/2954.htm#:~:text=Q%3A%20How%20many%20judges%20are,judges%20in%20the%20trial%20courts
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Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

 

Officers such as commissioners may be appointed to perform subordinate 

judicial duties.102   

Population 39,237,836.103 

Cases Filed or 

pending and 

backlogs 

5.3 million cases in 2021. 104   The Chief Justice and Chair of the Judicial 

Council, the policy making body of the judiciary, said “[the] pandemic has 

revealed [that] remote technology, or even phone calls, have increased access 

to justice, particularly in family and juvenile delinquency and dependency 

cases.”  “We found a new equity, a new fairness in access to justice through a 

remote process!”105 

 

 

6. Colorado 

Courts A Supreme Court, District Courts, a Probate Court in Denver, a Juvenile 

Court, County Courts and “such other courts or judicial officers . .  . as the 

general assembly may, from time to time establish.”106  Terms are 10 years 

for Colorado Supreme Court Judges107 and six years for other judges.108 

 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Initial appointment is by the Governor from a list prepared by a nominating 

commission, followed by retention election109  In Denver, the mayor, not the 

Governor, appoints County Court Judges.110 

 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

Number of District Court and Probate Judges is set by the Legislature;111 A 

2/3 vote of each house is required to change the number.112 The number of 

Supreme Court Judges is set by the constitution, which states that there 

should be no fewer than seven, but no more than nine (which is set whenever 

two thirds of the members of each house of the general assembly concur).113 

 

102 Cal. Const. Art. VI, §22. 
103 U.S. Census state population for 2021, https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/CA.  
104 2021 Court Statistics Report Statewide Caseload Trends, Courts.ca.gov, 

https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/2021-Court-Statistics-Report.pdf.  
105 Alaina Lancaster, The Record, “Cal. Chief Justice Breaks Down Pandemic Court Backlogs.”  Oct. 21, 2021. 
106 Colo. Const. Art. VI, §1 (2019). 
107 Id. at §7. 
108 Id. at §§10, 14, 15. 
109 Id. at §§20, 25. 
110 Colorado Courts at a Glance (2015), Courts.state.co.us, 

https://www.courts.state.co.us/userfiles/file/Media/Brochures/2014webglance.pdf.  
111 Colo. Const. Art. VI, §§10, 14 (2019). 
112 Id. at §10. 
113 Id. at §5. 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/CA
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/2021-Court-Statistics-Report.pdf
https://www.courts.state.co.us/userfiles/file/Media/Brochures/2014webglance.pdf
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In 2020, the Chief Judge asked the Legislature to budget more for a senior 

judge program114 and to hire magistrates to address backlogged jury cases.115 

 

How Often 

Evaluated? 

 

 

Factors 

Considered? 

 

 

Allocation 

and 

Assignment of 

Judges 

 

The Chief Judge may assign any judge, who consents, to another county or 

court (including retired judges).116 

Judicial 

Retirements 

“A nominee shall be under the age of seventy-two years at the time his name 

is submitted to the governor.”117 “On attaining the age of seventy-two a 

justice or judge of a court of record shall retire.”118 

 

The Chief Judge may appoint a retired judge temporarily as “necessary to the 

prompt disposition of judicial business.”119 

 

Number of 

Trial Judges  

As of July 1, 2021, 358 total judges, 329 trial judges (this includes 114 part-

time and full-time county court judgeships).120  As of January 1, 2021, 32 

senior judges.121 

 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

 

 

Population 5,812,069122 

 

 

114 CRS § 24-51-1105 explains Senior Judge Program.  Under CRS §13-1-122, senior judges can hear all cases. 
115 State of Judiciary by Chief Judge Brian D. Boatright 

https://www.courts.state.co.us/userfiles/file/Media/Education/State%20of%20the%20Judiciary%20Feb_%2018%20

2021%20BDB.pdf.     
116 Colo. Const. Art. 6, §5 (2019). 
117 Id. at §20. 
118 Id. at §23.  
119 Id. at §5(3). 
120 Court Facts, Courts.state.co.us, https://www.courts.state.co.us/Courts/Education/Court_Facts.cfm.  
121 Colorado Research and Data FY 2021 Annual Report. 
122 U.S. Census state population for 2021, https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/CO.  

https://www.courts.state.co.us/userfiles/file/Media/Education/State%20of%20the%20Judiciary%20Feb_%2018%202021%20BDB.pdf
https://www.courts.state.co.us/userfiles/file/Media/Education/State%20of%20the%20Judiciary%20Feb_%2018%202021%20BDB.pdf
https://www.courts.state.co.us/Courts/Education/Court_Facts.cfm
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/CO
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Cases Filed or 

pending and 

backlogs 

In fiscal year 2020, there were 372,116 cases filed statewide at the county 

courts (excluding Denver County Court), 228,570 cases filed in District 

Courts, 2,305 in the Court of Appeals, and 1,474 in the Supreme Court.123  

Colorado averages 2,700 jury trials per year, most of which were criminal 

but in 2020, there were only 946 trials.  In 2021, there is a backlog of 14,600 

civil and criminal jury trials ready.124   

 

 

7. Connecticut 

Courts The Connecticut judiciary is composed of a Supreme Court, an Intermediate 

Court of Appeals and trial level Superior Courts of General Jurisdiction.125 

Terms are eight years for all judges of the Supreme Court, the Appellate 

Courts, and the Superior Courts.126 Terms are four years for lower court 

judges.127  

 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

All judges are nominated by the Governor from recommendations by a 

Judicial Selection Commission and approved by the General Assembly.128 

 

Determination 

of Number of 

Judges 

The Legislature has the constitutional authority to adjust the number of 

judicial seats.129 

 

How often 

evaluated? 

 

Factors 

considered 

 

Allocation 

and 

Assignment of 

Judges 

 

Judicial 

Retirements  

The mandatory retirement age is 70.130 “Any judge who retires from full-

time active service, who has not attained the age of seventy and who is an 

elector and resident of this state, shall be a senior judge of the court of which 

he is a member during the remainder of the term of office for which he was 

 

123 Court Facts, supra note 113.  
124 Michael Karlik, Colorado Politics, Print Edition “Bill to Eliminate Trial Backlog Runs into Staunch Opposition 

from Public Defender, June 2, 2021.   See also, State of Judiciary by Chief Judge Brian D. Boatright 

https://www.courts.state.co.us/userfiles/file/Media/Education/State%20of%20the%20Judiciary%20Feb_%2018%20

2021%20BDB.pdf. 
125 Conn. Const. Art. 20, §1, amend. XX (2021). 
126 Id. at § 2, amend. XXV.  
127 Id at § 3.  
128 Id. 
129 While the constitution does not specifically state that the number of judicial seats is altered by the Legislature, the 

Legislature has periodically increased the number of judges.  See CONN. CONST. ART. V, §2 (2019); CONN. GEN. 

STAT. §5-165(1) (2021). 
130 See Conn. Gen. Stat. § 51-50 (2021).  

https://www.courts.state.co.us/userfiles/file/Media/Education/State%20of%20the%20Judiciary%20Feb_%2018%202021%20BDB.pdf
https://www.courts.state.co.us/userfiles/file/Media/Education/State%20of%20the%20Judiciary%20Feb_%2018%202021%20BDB.pdf
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appointed.”131 “Judges are eligible to retire at age 65 or after serving 20 

years as a judge.”132 There are 18 senior status judges in the Trial Courts.133  

The Governor fills the seat upon a judge taking senior status.134  In the 

Supreme Court, where judges sit in panels of five, “justices who are eligible 

and who have not yet attained the age of 70 may elect to take senior status 

and remain as members of the court.”135 

 

Number of 

Judges  

Since 2009, the Legislature has authorized: 201 Constitutional Judges 

including 185 Superior Court Judges; seven Supreme Court Judges; nine  

Appellate Court Judges.136  The number of judges increased regularly from 

1998 beginning at 183 total.137  In addition, there are 54 Probate Judges.138 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

 

 

Population 

 

3,605,597139 

Cases Filed or 

pending and 

backlogs 

There were 60,245 civil cases pending on June 20, 2021.140  The number of 

pending Family Court/divorce cases in the summer of 2020 was 8,067 and 

9,123 in the summer of 2021.  “The solution [to backlog in matrimonial and 

family cases] is more Family Court Judges, even temporarily to work 

through the backlogs, according to Rich Rochlin, Divorce Attorney.141 

 

 
8. Delaware 

Courts The Delaware Judiciary is composed of a Supreme Court, a Court of 

Chancery, a Superior Court of general jurisdiction, and various lower 

courts.142 All judges have a term of twelve years.143 

 

 

131 Id. at §51-50i.  
132 https://ballotpedia.org/Connecticut_Superior_Court. 
133 https://www.jud.ct.gov/judsearch/judsen.asp.   
134 https://ballotpedia.org/Connecticut_Superior_Court. 
135 https://www.jud.ct.gov/ystday/orgcourt.html.  
136 See Conn. Gen. Stat. § 51-165 (2021). 
137 Id. 
138 State of Connecticut, Judicial Branch, About the Connecticut Court, Organization of the Courts, Jud.ct.gov, 

https://www.jud.ct.gov/ystday/orgcourt.html. 
139 U.S. Census state population for 2021, https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/CT. 
140 Civil Case Movement, Jud.ct.gov, https://jud.ct.gov/statistics/civil/CaseDoc_2021.pdf. See also Connecticut 

Judicial Branch Biennial Report and Statistics 2018-2020. 
141 Jordan Fenstar, Stamford Advocate, July 21, 2021 “CT Lawyer: Divorce Case Backlog is Awful!” 
142 Del. Const. Art. IV., § 1 (2019). 
143 Judicial Appointments, Courts.delaware.gov, https://courts.delaware.gov/superior/aboutus/team_judges.aspx.  

https://ballotpedia.org/Connecticut_Superior_Court
https://www.jud.ct.gov/judsearch/judsen.asp
https://ballotpedia.org/Connecticut_Superior_Court
https://www.jud.ct.gov/ystday/orgcourt.html
https://www.jud.ct.gov/ystday/orgcourt.html
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/CT
https://jud.ct.gov/statistics/civil/CaseDoc_2021.pdf
https://courts.delaware.gov/superior/aboutus/team_judges.aspx
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Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

All judges are appointed by the Governor, subject to confirmation by the 

Delaware Senate.144 Nominees come from the Judicial Nomination 

Commission.145 

 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

The authority to adjust the number of judicial seats is vested in the 

Legislature.146 The Legislature has, periodically, increased or decreased the 

number of judicial seats.147 

How often 

evaluated? 

 

The Delaware Supreme Court has, on occasion, commissioned reports 

concerning the size of the judiciary.148 

Factors 

considered 

 

Factors considered were the question of timeliness of decisions and 

appellate administrative efficiency.149  

Allocation and 

Assignment of 

Judges 

 

 

Judicial 

Retirements  

 

No mandatory retirement. 

Number of 

Judges  

 

 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

 

The Governor has the power, in court emergencies, to commission judges ad 

litem.150 

Population 1,003,384151  In addition, there are 1.6 million corporations registered in 

Delaware as of 2020.152 

 

144 Del. Const. Art. IV., § 3 (2019). 
145 See, e.g., Exec. Order No. 16 (2017).  
146 Del. Const. Art. IV., § 1 (2019). 
147 See, e.g., Act of Jul. 27, 1999, House Bill No. 355, ch. 238, 72 Del. Laws (2000); Act of Jul. 27, 2019, Senate. 

Bill No. 206, ch. 240, 72 Del. Laws (2000); see History: The Superior Court, Courts.delaware.gov, 

https://courts.delaware.gov/superior/aboutus/history2.aspx.  
148 Del. State Bar Assoc. & Del. Chapter of the American College of Trial Lawyers, Joint Study of the Delaware 

Courts (2012), available at https://courts.delaware.gov/aoc/docs/ACTL-DSBA-Full-Report.pdf (“At the request of 

the Delaware Supreme Court…”).  
149 See id.  
150 Del. Const. Art. IV, § 15 (2019). (“The governor shall have power to commission a judge or judges ad litem to sit 

in any cause…”) 
151 U.S. Census state population for 2021,  https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/DE.  
152 Delaware 2020 Annual Report, Division of Corporations, https://corp.delaware.gov/stats/2020-annual-report/.  

https://courts.delaware.gov/superior/aboutus/history2.aspx
https://courts.delaware.gov/aoc/docs/ACTL-DSBA-Full-Report.pdf
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/DE
https://corp.delaware.gov/stats/2020-annual-report/
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Cases Filed or 

pending and 

backlogs 

See 2021 Annual Report and Statistical Information for Delaware 

Judiciary.153 

 

 

9. Florida 

Courts The Florida judiciary is composed of a Supreme Court, District Courts of 

Appeal, Circuit Courts, and County Courts.154   No other courts may be 

established.155  The courts are generally divided into appellate court districts 

and judicial districts following county lines.156  Terms are six years for all 

judges.157  
Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other  

Judges may be appointed or elected but are subject to routine retention 

elections.158 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and  

How? 

The Legislature. 

 

“The Supreme Court shall establish by rule uniform criteria for the 

determination of the need for additional judges except Supreme Court 

Justices…If the Supreme Court finds that a need exists…it shall…certify to 

the Legislature its findings and recommendations concerning such need.  

Upon receipt of such certificate, the Legislature, at the next regular session, 

shall consider the findings and recommendations and may reject the 

recommendations or by law implement the recommendations in whole or in 

part; provided the Legislature may create more judicial offices than are 

recommended by the Supreme Court or may decrease the number of 

judicial 

offices by a greater number than recommended by the court only upon a 

finding of two-thirds of the membership of both houses of the Legislature, 

that such a need exists…”159   

 

The Office of the State Courts Administrator (“OSCA”) conducted a 

Judicial Workload Assessment in 2016 to determine whether there existed a 

need to adjust the number of judges in the judiciary.  Using this model, the 

Judicial Needs Assessment Committee (“JNAC”) determined that Florida 

needed a “total of 609 Circuit Court Judges and 316 County Court Judges.  

This represents an increase of ten Circuit Court judgeships and a decrease 

 

153 https://courts.delaware.gov/aoc/AnnualReports/FY21/index.aspx. 
154 Fla. Const. Art. V, §1 (2019).   
155 Id. 
156 Id. 
157 Florida Supreme Court, Florida’s Court System, https://www.floridasupremecourt.org/About-the-Court/Florida-

s-Court-System.     
158 Fla. Const. Art. V, §§ 3(a), 10(a)–10(b)(3)(c) (2019).   
159 Id. at § 9. 

https://courts.delaware.gov/aoc/AnnualReports/FY21/index.aspx
https://www.floridasupremecourt.org/About-the-Court/Florida-s-Court-System
https://www.floridasupremecourt.org/About-the-Court/Florida-s-Court-System
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of six County Court judgeships in comparison with current allocations.”160  

The JNAC in Florida consists of 43 members, with 20 coming from the 

Circuit Courts and 22 from the County Courts.  The committee was created 

by the Office of State Courts Administrator in Florida.161  
How often 

evaluated? 

As needed, with no specific time frame.162  Weighed caseload studies were 

conducted in 1999, 2007, and 2016.163  In 2016, Florida contracted with 

NCSC to perform the assessment taking into consideration changes in laws, 

technology, legal practices.164  
Factors 

considered 

The JNAC, used the following metrics to conduct a weighted caseload 

assessment: (1) case filings or the number of new cases of each type opened 

each year; (2) case weights, which represent the average amount of judge or 

judicial officer time required to handle cases of each type over the life of 

that case; and (3) the year value, or the amount of time each judge or 

judicial officer has available for case-related work in one year.165 

Additionally, under the Florida Rules of Judicial Administration, factors 

other than the weighted case load model may be considered, including: the 

availability and use of County Court Judges in Circuit Court, the 

availability and use of senior judges to serve on a particular court, the 

availability and use of magistrates and hearing officers, the extent of the use 

of alternative dispute resolution, the number of jury trials, foreign language 

interpretations, the geographic size of the circuit, law enforcement activities 

in the court’s jurisdiction, the availability and use of case-related support 

staff and case management policies, and caseload trends.166   
Allocation and 

Assignment of 

Judges  

“When a Justice of the Supreme Court is unable to perform the duties of 

office, or when necessary for the prompt dispatch of the business of the 

court, the Chief Justice may assign to the court any judge who is qualified 

to serve, for such time as the Chief Justice may direct.”167  “When any 

Circuit or County Judge is unable to perform the duties of office, or when 

necessary for the prompt dispatch of the business of the court, the Chief 

Judge of the circuit may assign any judge in the circuit to temporary service 

for which the judge is qualified.”168   

 

160 Brian J. Ostrom, Matthew Kleiman, Cynthia G. Lee, Shannon Roth, “Florida Judicial Workload Assessment 

Final Report,” National Center for State Courts, May 2016, 

https://www.flcourts.org/content/download/216629/file/Final-Florida-Judicial-Workload-Assessment-Final-

report.pdf.   
161 Id.  
162 Fla. Const. Art. V, § 9 (2019). 
163 Brian J. Ostrom, Matthew Kleiman, Cynthia G. Lee, Shannon Roth, “Florida Judicial Workload Assessment 

Final Report,” National Center for State Courts (May 2016), 

https://www.flcourts.org/content/download/216629/file/Final-Florida-Judicial-Workload-Assessment-Final-

report.pdf.   
164 Id. 
165 Id.  
166 Fla. R. Jud. Admin. § 2.240(b)(1)(B).  
167 Fla. R. Jud. Admin. § 2.205(a)(4)(A). 
168 Fla. R. Jud. Admin. § 2.205(a)(4)(C). 

https://www.flcourts.org/content/download/216629/file/Final-Florida-Judicial-Workload-Assessment-Final-report.pdf
https://www.flcourts.org/content/download/216629/file/Final-Florida-Judicial-Workload-Assessment-Final-report.pdf
https://www.flcourts.org/content/download/216629/file/Final-Florida-Judicial-Workload-Assessment-Final-report.pdf
https://www.flcourts.org/content/download/216629/file/Final-Florida-Judicial-Workload-Assessment-Final-report.pdf
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Judicial 

Retirements 

The mandatory retirement is age 75.169  Retired judges who are not engaged 

in the practice of law are eligible for temporary duty for more than 60 days 

with the approval of the Chief Justice.170  
Number of 

Judges   

Of 992 judges, 921 are Trial Court Judges.171 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

If the Florida Supreme Court fails to express its need “when need exists, the 

Legislature may by concurrent resolution request the court to certify its 

findings and recommendations and upon the failure of the court to certify its 

findings for nine consecutive months, the Legislature may, upon a finding 

of two-thirds of the membership of both houses of the Legislature that a 

need exists, increase or decrease the number of judges or increase, decrease 

or redefine appellate districts and judicial circuits.”172  
Population 21,538,187173  
Cases filed or 

pending and 

backlogs 

3,092,661 cases in fiscal year 2020-2021.174  

 

“Newly created judicial branch commissions, committees, task forces, work 

groups, and similar study or advisory groups must be established by the 

Supreme Court, not solely by the Chief Justice. Such study or advisory 

groups may be created and charged by rule adopted by the court, or by 

administrative order issued by the Chief Justice in accordance with court 

action. Members of such groups shall be appointed by administrative order 

of the Chief Justice, after consultation with the court. When practicable, ad 

hoc committees and other ad hoc study or advisory groups, which should be 

used to address specific problems, shall be established under the umbrella 

of an existing committee or commission, which should be used to address 

long-term problems. “175 

 

 

10. Georgia 

Courts Georgia’s judiciary is composed of a Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, 

Superior Courts, State Courts, Juvenile Courts, Probate Courts, and 

Magistrate Courts. The General Assembly may also authorize Municipal 

Courts and administrative agencies with quasi-judicial powers.176   

 

169 Florida Supreme Court, Merit Selection, Retention & Mandatory Retirement of Justices (Jan. 11, 2021), 

https://www.floridasupremecourt.org/Justices/Merit-Selection-Retention-Retirement.   
170 Fla. Stat § 25.073 (2021). 
171 Florida Courts, Florida’s Court Structure, https://www.flcourts.org/content/download/216616/file/Court-

Structure.pdf.  
172 Fla. Const., Art. V, § 9 (2019). 
173 This figure represents the population per the census as of April 1, 2020. United States Census Bureau, Quick 

Facts Florida (July 1, 2021), https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/FL.  
174 Florida Office of the State Courts Administrator, Overall Statistics – Fiscal Year 2020-2021, 

https://www.flcourts.org/content/download/830720/file/Chapter%202_Overall%20Statistics.pdf.   
175 Rule 2.205 - The Supreme Court, Fla. R. Jud. Admin. 2.205. 
176 Ga. Const., Art VI, ¶I (2021). 

https://www.floridasupremecourt.org/Justices/Merit-Selection-Retention-Retirement
https://www.flcourts.org/content/download/216616/file/Court-Structure.pdf
https://www.flcourts.org/content/download/216616/file/Court-Structure.pdf
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/FL
https://www.flcourts.org/content/download/830720/file/Chapter%202_Overall%20Statistics.pdf
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Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

All judges are elected by a judicial district.177  Trial Court Judges are elected 

to four-year terms while Appellate Court Judges are elected to six-year 

terms.178 The Governor appoints judges to vacant seats, who must then be 

elected.179 

 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

The Legislature and the Governor.180 

 

On September 1, 2016, Georgia’s Judicial Council, the governing body of 

the court, established the Standing Committee on Judicial Workload 

Assessment.181  “Members of the Standing Committee are: Judge of a 

Superior Court, chosen by the Supreme Court, Chair; Judge of Superior 

Court, chosen by the Supreme Court, Vice-Chair;  Ten Judges of Superior 

Courts, one from each Administrative District, chosen by the 

Administrative Judge; Judge of a State Court, chosen by the President of the 

Council of State 

Court Judges; Judge of a Juvenile Court, chosen by the President of the 

Council of Juvenile Court Judges;  Judge of a Probate Court, chosen by the 

President of the Council of Probate Court Judges, ending June 30, 2019;  

Judge of a Magistrate Court, chosen by the President of the Council of 

Magistrate Court Judges; and Judge of a Municipal Court, chosen by the 

President of the Council of Municipal Court Judges.  At the conclusion of a 

member's term as specified above, his or her successor and all subsequent 

successors will serve a term of three years.  Members will serve until their 

successors are chosen.”182  The Council is assisted by three research 

analysts and a judicial services director.183 

 

How often 

evaluated? 

 

Annually184 

Factors 

considered 

 

 

 

177 Ga. Code. §15-6-4.1 (2021).  
178 Ga. Const., Art VI, §VII, ¶I (2021). 
179 Id. at ¶ III, IV.  
180 Georgia Court Guide to Statistical Reporting, pg. 1 (2018), https://research.georgiacourts.gov/wp-

content/uploads/sites/3/2019/09/Georgia-Court-Guide-to-Statistical-Reporting-v6-FINAL-11.17.17.pdf.   
181 Order establishing the Standing Committee on Judicial Workload Assessment, Supreme Court of Georgia, 

https://georgiacourts.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/2016-September-1-Creation-of-Judicial-Workload-

Assessment-Committee.pdf.  
182Id. 
183 Georgia Guide to Statistical Reporting, p. 24. 
184 The Administrative Office of the Courts is required to report statistics on the judicial work of the courts.  Ga. 

Code. 15-5-24(3) (2021).   

https://research.georgiacourts.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2019/09/Georgia-Court-Guide-to-Statistical-Reporting-v6-FINAL-11.17.17.pdf
https://research.georgiacourts.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2019/09/Georgia-Court-Guide-to-Statistical-Reporting-v6-FINAL-11.17.17.pdf
https://georgiacourts.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/2016-September-1-Creation-of-Judicial-Workload-Assessment-Committee.pdf
https://georgiacourts.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/2016-September-1-Creation-of-Judicial-Workload-Assessment-Committee.pdf
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Allocation and 

Assignment of 

Judges 

 

 

Judicial 

Retirements  

No mandatory retirement age. The Legislature has adopted the use of the 

federal “senior judgeship” statute.185  Senior judgeship is a form of semi-

retirement whereby judges can leave a vacancy on the bench but continue a 

caseload with a clerk and chambers.  After retiring, the circuit can “call upon 

a senior judge to serve in an emergency or when the volume of cases or other 

unusual circumstances cause such service to be necessary in order to provide 

for the speedy and efficient disposition of the business of the circuit.”186  In 

addition to the power of the judiciary to call upon the assistance of senior 

judges, the governor has the same authority.187 

 

Number of 

Judges  

In addition to 122 State Courts Judges, there are 120 Juvenile Court Judges, 

159 Probate Court Judges, 354 Magistrate Court Judges.188 

 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

See Georgia Court Guide to Statistical Reporting.189 

Population 10,799,566190 

 

Cases filed or 

pending and 

backlogs 

See Judicial Council of Georgia Administrative Office of the Court, Fiscal 

Year 2021 Annual Report191 

 

 

11. Hawaii 

Courts The Hawaii judiciary is composed of a Supreme Court, an intermediate 

Court of Appeals, Circuit Courts of general jurisdiction and various lower 

courts.192 

 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

“The Governor is the appointing authority to nominate judges of the 

Supreme Court, Intermediate Court of Appeals, and Circuit Court for an 

initial ten-year term. …All nominations are subject to confirmation by the 

 

185 See, Ga. Code. § 15-1-9.2 (2021). 
186 Id. at § 15-1-9.2 (2021); § 15-1-9.3 (State Judges); § 15-9-141 (Probate Judges).  
187 Id. at § 47-8-60. 
188 Georgia Judicial System Structure: Trial Courts, Reformgeorgia.org,  https://www.reformgeorgia.org/georgia-

judicial-system-structure/.  
189 Georgia Guide to Statistical Reporting, supra note 162.  
190 U.S. Census state population for 2021.  https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/GA.  
191 https://jcaoc.georgiacourts.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2022/01/FY21-JCAOC-Annual-Report_1.pdf.  
192 Haw. Const., Art VI, § 1 (2019). 

https://www.reformgeorgia.org/georgia-judicial-system-structure/
https://www.reformgeorgia.org/georgia-judicial-system-structure/
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/GA
https://jcaoc.georgiacourts.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2022/01/FY21-JCAOC-Annual-Report_1.pdf
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state senate.”193  Court of Appeals and Circuit Court Judges have 10-year 

terms; while “District Court Judges are appointed by the Chief Justice to a 

6-year term.”194 

 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

 

The Legislature is empowered to act upon the judiciary recommendations as 

part of its budget process.195 

How often 

evaluated? 

The judiciary, in its biennium budget request, submits recommendations for 

the adjustment of the number of judicial seats.196   

 

Factors 

considered 

 

Case load is considered.197 

Allocation and 

Assignment of 

Judges 

“Whenever it is advisable, by reason of the disqualification of any Circuit 

Judge, or the judge’s inability to attend to the judge's duties or there is a 

vacancy in the office of any Circuit Judge, or a congestion of work in any 

Circuit Court, or for any other reason, the Chief Justice of the Supreme 

Court may assign and require the judge of any other circuit, or any retired 

Circuit Judge, from any circuit, to hear and determine any or all matters 

then or thereafter pending in the circuit to which the judge is assigned for 

such purpose, and to perform any other duties pertaining to the office of 

Circuit Judge of the circuit to which the judge is so assigned, and while so 

engaged the judge shall have and exercise all the powers vested in a judge 

of that circuit.”198 

 

Judicial 

Retirements 

 

A judge may not serve past age 70.199 

 

193 Judicial Selection Commission, Courts.state.hi.us, 

https://www.courts.state.hi.us/courts/judicial_selection_commission#:~:text=The%20governor%20is%20the%20app

ointing,by%20the%20Judicial%20Selection%20Commission. See also, Chief Judge Appoints District and District 

Family Court Judges, March 2022 Press Release, courts.state.hi.us (Appointee to newly established Family District 

Court position served as Per Diem Judge in the District Family Court of the First Circuit since 2019.) 
194 Our Judges, Courts.state.hi, https://www.courts.state.hi.us/our-judges.  
195 Lee Amada, New District Court Judge on Budget Wish List, Chief Justice Recktenwald Calls for New Lahaina 

Post, More Funds for Abuse Programs in Address, The Maui News, Feb. 5, 2019, 

https://www.mauinews.com/news/local-news/2019/02/new-district-court-judge-on-budget-wish-list/.  
196 Hawaii Judiciary, FB 2019 – 2021 Biennium Budget 26, pg. 5 (2019), 

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/CommitteeFiles/HOUSE/FIN/FINfiles/JUD-2019.pdf.  
197 See id.  
198 Haw. Rev. Stat. §603-41 (2020).  
199 Haw. Const. Art. VI § 3, 4 (2019).  

https://www.courts.state.hi.us/courts/judicial_selection_commission#:~:text=The%20governor%20is%20the%20appointing,by%20the%20Judicial%20Selection%20Commission
https://www.courts.state.hi.us/courts/judicial_selection_commission#:~:text=The%20governor%20is%20the%20appointing,by%20the%20Judicial%20Selection%20Commission
https://www.courts.state.hi.us/our-judges
https://www.mauinews.com/news/local-news/2019/02/new-district-court-judge-on-budget-wish-list/
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/CommitteeFiles/HOUSE/FIN/FINfiles/JUD-2019.pdf
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Number of 

Judges  

Five Hawaii Supreme Court Justices,200 six intermediate Court of Appeals 

Judges,201 64 Circuit and District Court Judges (excluding per diem).202 

 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

 

 

Population 1,441,553203 

Cases Filed or 

pending and 

backlogs 

See 2021 Annual Report Hawaii State Judiciary, p. 108-116.204 

 

 

12.  Idaho 

Courts The Idaho judiciary is composed of a Supreme Court of five justices, 

District Courts, and special courts in cities and towns.205  There is also a 

Court of Appeals, and magistrate divisions.206 Terms are six years for the 

Supreme Court, four years for District Courts, and six years for the 

intermediate Court of Appeals.207  Magistrates have an initial 18-month 

term upon appointment by district magistrates commission, and then a 

subsequent four-year term by county retention election for magistrate 

divisions.208 

 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

 

By election.209 

 

200 Hawaii Supreme Court Justices, Courts.state.hi.us, 

https://www.courts.state.hi.us/courts/supreme/justices/justices.  
201 Intermediate Court of Appeals Judges, Courts.state.hi.us, https://www.courts.state.hi.us/courts/appeals/judges; 

Haw. Rev. Stat. §602-51 (2020). 
202 See generally, Our Judges, supra note 175. 
203 U.S. Census state population for 2021, https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/HI.  
204 See 2021 Annual Report Hawaii State Judiciary, p. 108-116, https://www.courts.state.hi.us/wp-

content/uploads/2022/02/2021_Hawaii_State_Judiciary_Annual_Report_online.pdf. 
205 Idaho Const. Art. V, §§ 6, 11, 14 (2020).  
206 Overview of the Idaho Court System, Isc.idaho.gov, https://isc.idaho.gov/overview.pdf.  
207 Idaho Const. Art. V, §§6, 11 (2020). 
208 Overview of the Idaho Court System, supra note 206.  
209  Id. 

https://www.courts.state.hi.us/courts/supreme/justices/justices
https://www.courts.state.hi.us/courts/appeals/judges
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/HI
https://www.courts.state.hi.us/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/2021_Hawaii_State_Judiciary_Annual_Report_online.pdf
https://www.courts.state.hi.us/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/2021_Hawaii_State_Judiciary_Annual_Report_online.pdf
https://isc.idaho.gov/overview.pdf
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Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judges and 

How? 

Every year, the judiciary submits a budget request, and a hearing is conducted 

by the Joint Finance-Appropriations Committee.210 

How often 

evaluated? 

 

Annually211 

Factors 

considered 

High caseloads, expanding treatment courts in response to need.212 

Substantial delay in criminal and civil matters.213 

 

Allocation and 

Assignment of 

Judges 

 

The Chief Justice may assign sitting District Court Judges to sit in another 

district.214 

Judicial 

Retirements 

No mandatory retirement age.  Retired judges may sit in a District Court or 

the Supreme Court upon the request of the Governor or the Chief Justice.215 

 

Number of 

Judges  

Five Supreme Court Judges, four Court of Appeals Judges, 41 District 

Court Judges; 87 Magistrate Judges.216  
 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

 

 

Population 1,900,923217 

 

Cases Filed or 

pending and 

backlogs 

“The number of pending criminal cases has increased by 22% since January 

a year ago [2020], and there are currently over 40,000 cases awaiting 

disposition.218 

 

 

210 See, e.g., 2022 Budget Enhancement, State of Idaho Judicial Branch, https://annualreport2022-

isc.idaho.gov/2022-budget-enhancement/ (requesting one new district judge for the Fourth Judicial District, and two 

new magistrate judges for Ada County). This evidently is not a new request. Russell, Betsy. “Idaho's courts facing 

'critical' and 'dire' needs.” Idaho Press, January 16, 2019, https://www.idahopress.com/eyeonboise/idaho-s-courts-

facing-critical-and-dire-needs/article_7dba414b-2cd0-59fa-b807-3aa74bc0b732.html. 
211 See id.  
212 See id.  
213 Russell, supra note 210.  
214 Idaho Const. Art. V, §12 (2020). 
215 Id. at §12.  
216 Overview of the Idaho Court System, supra note 206. 
217 U.S. Census state population for 2021, https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/ID.  
218 The Associated Press, Pandemic causes backlog of 40,000 cases in Idaho court system, February 3, 2021, 

https://idahobusinessreview.com/2021/02/03/pandemic-causes-backlog-of-40000-cases-in-idaho-court-system/.  

https://annualreport2022-isc.idaho.gov/2022-budget-enhancement/
https://annualreport2022-isc.idaho.gov/2022-budget-enhancement/
https://www.idahopress.com/eyeonboise/idaho-s-courts-facing-critical-and-dire-needs/article_7dba414b-2cd0-59fa-b807-3aa74bc0b732.html
https://www.idahopress.com/eyeonboise/idaho-s-courts-facing-critical-and-dire-needs/article_7dba414b-2cd0-59fa-b807-3aa74bc0b732.html
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/ID
https://idahobusinessreview.com/2021/02/03/pandemic-causes-backlog-of-40000-cases-in-idaho-court-system/
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13. Illinois 

Courts A Supreme Court, Appellate Court (in five districts), Circuit Courts (Trial 

Court of General Jurisdiction) and a Court of Claims.219   

 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Elections followed by retention elections.220 The Supreme Court has seven 

judges who are elected to ten-year terms, while the Appellate Court has 54 

judges who are also elected to 10 year terms.221    Terms are six years for 

Circuit Judges and four years for Associate Judges in the Circuit Courts.222   

The state is divided into 24 judicial circuits, “each having one Chief Judge 

elected by the Circuit Judges.”223  Since 1987, there are seven judges on the 

Court of Claims who are appointed by the Governor with the consent of the 

Illinois Senate.224 

 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

The number is fixed by Legislature.225 The number of Circuit Judges is fixed 

for Cook County (Chicago and inner suburbs) based on county population.226  

Each circuit also has a minimum number of associate judges based on 

population.  Circuit Courts may apply to the Supreme Court to expand the 

number of associate judges. The Supreme Court then decides whether to 

appoint the number of associate judges.227  The formula is one associate 

judge per 35,000 persons for circuits that have less than 3 million persons, 

one judge per 29,000 persons for circuits with more than 3 million.228  For  a 

Circuit Court of a 1 million or more persona, there is an additional associate 

judge for each municipal district.229 

 

How often 

evaluated? 

Illinois is moving to a weighted caseload system with courts currently 

collecting data.230  Illinois’s decision to conduct a workload and weighted 

 

219 Ill. Const., Art. VI, § 1 (2019); 705 Ill. Comp. Stat. 505/1 (2019). 
220 Id. at §§ 12. 
221 Illinois Courts Annual Report 2021, at 16 and 41/110. https://ilcourtsaudio.blob.core.windows.net/antilles-

resources/resources/94e6cd5c-e3c9-4151-a5af-

c80ccf6b69bf/2021%20Annual%20Report%20Administrative%20Summary.pdf. 
222 Ill. Const., Art. VI, § 10 (2019).  Circuit Court, Illinoiscourts.gov, https://www.illinoiscourts.gov/.  
223 Circuit Court, Illinoiscourts.gov, https://www.illinoiscourts.gov/courts/circuit-court/.   
224 The Secretary of State serves ex officio to the Court of Claims.  Office of the Illinois Secretary of State, About 

the Court of Claims.  Ilsos.gov.  Illinois Periodicals online, June 1987, Illinois Issues at 31.  Lib.niu.edu. 

https://www.lib.niu.edu/1987/ii870631.html.  
225 Id. at § 12(e); 705 Ill. Comp. Stat. 45/2; 25/1 (2019). 
226 705 Ill. Comp. Stat. 35/2 (2019). 
227 See id. at 45/2.1 
228 705 Ill. Comp. Stat. 45/2(a). 
229 Id. §2(a) effective Na. 7, 2022. 
230 A Chief Judge’s Perspective on What is Happening in our Judicial System, FEB. 2, 2022, 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.illinoiscourts.gov%2FNews%2F1060

%2FA-Chief-Judges-perspective-on-what-is-happening-in-our-judicial-system%2Fnews-

detail%2F&amp;data=05%7C01%7Camasley%40nycourts.gov%7C35fc59857ad149ca856208dadb0922fe%7C3456

fe92cbd1406db5a35364bec0a833%7C0%7C0%7C638063129542837469%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJW

 

https://ilcourtsaudio.blob.core.windows.net/antilles-resources/resources/94e6cd5c-e3c9-4151-a5af-c80ccf6b69bf/2021%20Annual%20Report%20Administrative%20Summary.pdf
https://ilcourtsaudio.blob.core.windows.net/antilles-resources/resources/94e6cd5c-e3c9-4151-a5af-c80ccf6b69bf/2021%20Annual%20Report%20Administrative%20Summary.pdf
https://ilcourtsaudio.blob.core.windows.net/antilles-resources/resources/94e6cd5c-e3c9-4151-a5af-c80ccf6b69bf/2021%20Annual%20Report%20Administrative%20Summary.pdf
https://www.illinoiscourts.gov/
https://www.illinoiscourts.gov/courts/circuit-court/
https://www.lib.niu.edu/1987/ii870631.html
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.illinoiscourts.gov%2FNews%2F1060%2FA-Chief-Judges-perspective-on-what-is-happening-in-our-judicial-system%2Fnews-detail%2F&amp;data=05%7C01%7Camasley%40nycourts.gov%7C35fc59857ad149ca856208dadb0922fe%7C3456fe92cbd1406db5a35364bec0a833%7C0%7C0%7C638063129542837469%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=bpQoeKnaxQhZXfpky5p%2BfPZQiSKVyvXWCdMrUXymCn4%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.illinoiscourts.gov%2FNews%2F1060%2FA-Chief-Judges-perspective-on-what-is-happening-in-our-judicial-system%2Fnews-detail%2F&amp;data=05%7C01%7Camasley%40nycourts.gov%7C35fc59857ad149ca856208dadb0922fe%7C3456fe92cbd1406db5a35364bec0a833%7C0%7C0%7C638063129542837469%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=bpQoeKnaxQhZXfpky5p%2BfPZQiSKVyvXWCdMrUXymCn4%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.illinoiscourts.gov%2FNews%2F1060%2FA-Chief-Judges-perspective-on-what-is-happening-in-our-judicial-system%2Fnews-detail%2F&amp;data=05%7C01%7Camasley%40nycourts.gov%7C35fc59857ad149ca856208dadb0922fe%7C3456fe92cbd1406db5a35364bec0a833%7C0%7C0%7C638063129542837469%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=bpQoeKnaxQhZXfpky5p%2BfPZQiSKVyvXWCdMrUXymCn4%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.illinoiscourts.gov%2FNews%2F1060%2FA-Chief-Judges-perspective-on-what-is-happening-in-our-judicial-system%2Fnews-detail%2F&amp;data=05%7C01%7Camasley%40nycourts.gov%7C35fc59857ad149ca856208dadb0922fe%7C3456fe92cbd1406db5a35364bec0a833%7C0%7C0%7C638063129542837469%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=bpQoeKnaxQhZXfpky5p%2BfPZQiSKVyvXWCdMrUXymCn4%3D&amp;reserved=0
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caseload study grew from the newly constituted Judicial Conference’s 

October 2, 2019, Strategic Initiative 13.231     
 

Factors 

Considered 

The Supreme Court may expand the number of Associate Judges according 

to a formula that considers such things as caseloads; the number and location 

of major highways; “the relationship of urban population to large 

metropolitan centers in the various counties of the circuit,” the location of 

state institutions providing “educational or welfare facilities” and “the 

location in the circuit of state institutions including, but not limited to 

universities, mental health facilities and penitentiaries.”232 

 

Allocation 

and 

Assignment of 

Judges 

 

Associate Judges may get written permission from the Supreme Court to 

hear felony cases (which normally are only heard by Circuit Judges).233 

Judicial 

Retirements 

Retired judges may be assigned by the Supreme Court after retirement from 

judicial service.234  However, a retired Associate Judge may be assigned only 

as an Associate Judge.235  The General Assembly may set a retirement 

age.236  However, the mandatory retirement age of 75 was held 

unconstitutional.237   

 

Number of 

Judges  

Seven Supreme Court Judges, 54 Appellate Court Judge.238     

492 Circuit Judges, and 397 Associate Circuit Judges.239 

 

Other 

Applicable 

A Judicial Conference consisting of judges and non-judges recommends to 

the Chief Judge changes to improve the administration of justice.240 

 

IjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;

sdata=bpQoeKnaxQhZXfpky5p%2BfPZQiSKVyvXWCdMrUXymCn4%3D&amp;reserved=0.  
231 Weighted Caseload Study Taskforce Report & Recommendations to the Illinois Judicial Conference, 

https://ilcourtsaudio.blob.core.windows.net/antilles-resources/resources/e4e820f2-d887-490d-93fd-

f4f0dc6d8c38/Weighted%20Caseload%20Study%20Task%20Force%20Report%20&%20Recommendations.pdf.  
232 Id.  
233 Ill. Sup. Ct. R. 295. 
234 Ill. Const. Art. VI, § 15(a) (2019). 
235 Id.  
236 Id. 
237 Maddux v Blagojevich, 911 N.E.2d 979 (Ill. 2009). 
238 Illinois Courts Annual Report 2021, at 16 and 41/110. https://ilcourtsaudio.blob.core.windows.net/antilles-

resources/resources/94e6cd5c-e3c9-4151-a5af-

c80ccf6b69bf/2021%20Annual%20Report%20Administrative%20Summary.pdf. 
239 Ill. Courts Annual Report 2022. 
240 Ill. Const. Art. VI, § 17 (2019). “The Illinois Judicial Conference (IJC) was reconstituted in September 2018 “to 

consider the work of the courts, to suggest improvements in the administration of justice, and to make 

recommendations for the improvement of the courts.” The new IJC is comprised of 29 voting members: 15 judges 

and 14 non-judges, with the Chief Justice serving as Chair. The new structure includes a total of 24 appointments by 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.illinoiscourts.gov%2FNews%2F1060%2FA-Chief-Judges-perspective-on-what-is-happening-in-our-judicial-system%2Fnews-detail%2F&amp;data=05%7C01%7Camasley%40nycourts.gov%7C35fc59857ad149ca856208dadb0922fe%7C3456fe92cbd1406db5a35364bec0a833%7C0%7C0%7C638063129542837469%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=bpQoeKnaxQhZXfpky5p%2BfPZQiSKVyvXWCdMrUXymCn4%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.illinoiscourts.gov%2FNews%2F1060%2FA-Chief-Judges-perspective-on-what-is-happening-in-our-judicial-system%2Fnews-detail%2F&amp;data=05%7C01%7Camasley%40nycourts.gov%7C35fc59857ad149ca856208dadb0922fe%7C3456fe92cbd1406db5a35364bec0a833%7C0%7C0%7C638063129542837469%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=bpQoeKnaxQhZXfpky5p%2BfPZQiSKVyvXWCdMrUXymCn4%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://ilcourtsaudio.blob.core.windows.net/antilles-resources/resources/e4e820f2-d887-490d-93fd-f4f0dc6d8c38/Weighted%20Caseload%20Study%20Task%20Force%20Report%20&%20Recommendations.pdf
https://ilcourtsaudio.blob.core.windows.net/antilles-resources/resources/e4e820f2-d887-490d-93fd-f4f0dc6d8c38/Weighted%20Caseload%20Study%20Task%20Force%20Report%20&%20Recommendations.pdf
https://ilcourtsaudio.blob.core.windows.net/antilles-resources/resources/94e6cd5c-e3c9-4151-a5af-c80ccf6b69bf/2021%20Annual%20Report%20Administrative%20Summary.pdf
https://ilcourtsaudio.blob.core.windows.net/antilles-resources/resources/94e6cd5c-e3c9-4151-a5af-c80ccf6b69bf/2021%20Annual%20Report%20Administrative%20Summary.pdf
https://ilcourtsaudio.blob.core.windows.net/antilles-resources/resources/94e6cd5c-e3c9-4151-a5af-c80ccf6b69bf/2021%20Annual%20Report%20Administrative%20Summary.pdf
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Resources or 

Details 

 

Population 12,671,469241 

 

Cases Filed or 

pending and 

backlogs 

See Illinois Courts Annual Report 2020 and 2020 Statistical Summary.242 

 

 

14. Indiana 

Courts A Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, Tax Court, Circuit Courts, Superior 

Courts, and Town and Municipal Courts.243  

 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Appellate Judges are appointed by the Governor from a list of three 

nominees from a nominating commission.244 Trial Court Judges are elected, 

generally, but counties may set up their own system.245  For example, 

Marion County (Indianapolis) has a system in which judges are appointed by 

the governor based on the recommendation of a selection committee, and no 

more than 52% of the Superior Court Judges may be members of the same 

political party.246  The appointed judges stand for retention elections.247 

 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

The General Assembly, pursuant to a constitutional provision, created the 

Office of Judicial Administration (“OJA”) under the Chief Justice to 

“[c]ollect and compile statistical data and other information on the judicial 

work of the courts in Indiana”248 and “[p]repare and publish reports, not less 

than one or more than two times per year, on the nature and volume of 

judicial work performed by the courts…”.249 The OJA prepares reports 

comparing caseloads using weighted caseload measurement system to 

provide a relative comparison of the need for judges in each county.250  

 

the Court: another Justice of the Supreme Court, a member of the Access to Justice Commission, a member of the 

Judicial College Board of Trustees, an appellate judge, judges representing each of the five appellate court districts, 

court clerks, trial court administrators, attorneys, members of the public and a non-judge involved in the judicial 

branch or administration of justice.” https://www.illinoiscourts.gov/courts/supreme-court/illinois-judicial-

conference/.  
241 U.S. Census state population for 2021, https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/IL.  
242 https://www.illinoiscourts.gov/reports/annual-report-illinois-courts/.  
243 Ind. Const. Art. 7, §1 (2021); Ind. Code §33-26-1-1 (2021); see About the judicial branch, In.gov, 

https://www.in.gov/courts/about/.  
244 Ind. Const., Art. 7, § 10 (2021). 
245 How judges are selected in Indiana, In.gov, https://www.in.gov/courts/selection/.  
246 Ind. Code § 33-33-49-13.4(C)-(D) (2021). 
247 Id. at § 33-33-49-13.2. 
248 Id. at § 33-24-6-3(a)(2) 
249 Id. at § 33-24-6-3(a)(3)  
250 Weighted Caseload Measures, Courts.in.gov (2020),  https://www.in.gov/judiciary/iocs/3330.htm. 

https://www.illinoiscourts.gov/courts/supreme-court/illinois-judicial-conference/
https://www.illinoiscourts.gov/courts/supreme-court/illinois-judicial-conference/
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/IL
https://www.illinoiscourts.gov/reports/annual-report-illinois-courts/
https://www.in.gov/courts/about/
https://www.in.gov/courts/selection/
https://www.in.gov/judiciary/iocs/3330.htm
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How often 

Evaluated 

 

One or more times a year.251 

Factors 

Considered 

 

 

Allocation 

and 

Assignment of 

Judges 

 

Circuit Court Judges may preside in Superior Court, and vice versa, with the 

consent of the judge being moved to a different court.252 

Judicial 

Retirements 

There is no limitation on the term of office for Superior and County Court 

Judges.253 For Supreme Court and Court of Appeals Judges, the mandatory 

retirement age is 75.254  The Supreme Court may authorize retired judges to 

perform temporary judicial duties in any State Court.255 

 

Number of 

Judges  

575 Judicial Officers, including 21 Appellate Judges, 381 Trial Court Judges 

and other Lower Court Judges and Magistrates.256 

 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

 

OJA has contracted with NCSC to assist with reporting.257 

Population 6,805,985258 

 

Cases Filed or 

Pending and 

Backlogs 

In 2021, 1.8 million cases were heard.259  In January 2022, there were 37,000 

criminal cases pending which is 5,000 to 10,000 more than usual.260  

 

251 Ind. Code § 33-24-6-3(a)(3) (2021). 
252 See id. § 33-29-1-10(a)-(b). 
253 Ind. Const. Art. 7, § 15 (2021); LegiScan.com: Indiana Senate Bill 463 (accessed 3.26.22). 
254 Ind Code § 33-38-13 (2020).  
255 Id. 
256 About the Judicial Branch, In.gov, 

https://www.in.gov/courts/about/#:~:text=There%20are%20two%20primary%20levels,decided%20in%20a%20trial

%20court; Definition of “Judicial Officer” Ind Code Ann 35-31.5-2-177.7.  
257 Indiana Caseload Assessment Plan to Utilize Resources Efficiently: Final Report, National Center for State 

Courts, Indiana Trial Judiciary & Judicial Administration Committee of the Judicial Conference of Indiana, Aug. 24, 

2016, https://www.in.gov/courts/iocs/files/caseload-assessment-2016.pdf.  
258 U.S. Census state population for 2021, https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/IN.  
259 About the Judicial Branch, In.gov, 

https://www.in.gov/courts/about/#:~:text=There%20are%20two%20primary%20levels,decided%20in%20a%20trial

%20court. 
260 Justice Delayed? Critics Concerned About Backlog in Criminal Cases.  Dustin Grove, 13WTHR, Jan. 24, 2022. 

https://www.in.gov/courts/about/#:~:text=There%20are%20two%20primary%20levels,decided%20in%20a%20trial%20court
https://www.in.gov/courts/about/#:~:text=There%20are%20two%20primary%20levels,decided%20in%20a%20trial%20court
https://www.in.gov/courts/iocs/files/caseload-assessment-2016.pdf
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/IN
https://www.in.gov/courts/about/#:~:text=There%20are%20two%20primary%20levels,decided%20in%20a%20trial%20court
https://www.in.gov/courts/about/#:~:text=There%20are%20two%20primary%20levels,decided%20in%20a%20trial%20court
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15. Iowa 

Courts Supreme Court, Court of Appeal, and District Courts (general jurisdiction 

Trial Court).261 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Initial appointment by the Governor, based on recommendation by judicial 

nominating commission, followed by retention elections.262 “Associate 

Judges,” and Magistrates, with lesser jurisdiction, are appointed based on the 

recommendation of local commissions.263 Terms of Supreme Court Judges 

shall be not less than eight years and terms of District Court Judges shall be 

not less than six years.264 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

“At any regular session of the general assembly the state may be divided into 

the necessary judicial districts for District Court purposes, or the said 

districts may be reorganized and the number of the districts and the judges of 

said courts increased or diminished; but no reorganization of the districts or 

diminution of the judges shall have the effect of removing a judge from 

office.”265  The State Court Administrator  “collect[s] and compile[s] 

information and statistical data, and submit[s] reports relating to judicial 

business, including Juvenile Court activities and other matters relating to the 

judicial branch” and “formulate[s] and submit[s] recommendations for 

improvement of the judicial system, with reference to the structure of the 

judicial branch and its organization and methods of operation, the selection, 

compensation, number, and tenure of judicial officers and court employees.” 
266  The Supreme Court takes this information and develops a formula for the 

number of District Judges to serve in each district, based on a case-related 

workload analysis which is submitted to the legislature.267  Since 1993, 

NCSC has assisted the analysis.268 

How Often 

Evaluated? 

 

Allocation 

and 

Assignment of 

Judges 

Associate Judges within districts are appointed based on population of each 

county.269  “There shall be one District Associate Judge in counties having a 

population of more than thirty-five thousand and less than eighty thousand; 

two in counties having a population of eighty thousand or more and less than 

one hundred twenty-five thousand; three in counties having a population of 

one hundred twenty five thousand or more and less than one hundred seventy 

 

261 Iowa Const. Art. 5, § 1 (2020); Iowa Code § 602.5101 (2021).  
262 Iowa Const. Art. 5, §§ 16, 17. 
263 See id. at § 16.  
264 Iowa Const. Art. 5, § 17 (2020).  
265 See id. at § 10. There is still a paragraph (“Paragraph 1”) in the Iowa Constitution that contradicts the quoted text 

above, stating that this increase or decrease in judges can only happen every four years. However, it appears that 

Paragraph 1 has been superseded by the quoted text above, which was added by amendment in 1884. See Iowa 

Const. § 10, Legis.iowa.gov, https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/icnst/402726.pdf. 
266 Iowa Code § 602.1209(6)-(7) (2021). 
267 See id. at § 602.6201(3), (9). 
268 Iowa Judicial Officer Workload Assessment Study 2016, June 6, 2017. 
269 See id. at § 602.6301. 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/icnst/402726.pdf
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thousand; four in counties having a population of one hundred seventy 

thousand or more and less than two hundred fifteen thousand; five in 

counties having a population of two hundred fifteen thousand or more and 

less than two hundred sixty thousand; six in counties having a population of 

two hundred sixty thousand or more and less than three hundred five 

thousand; seven in counties having a population of three hundred five 

thousand or more and less than three hundred fifty thousand; eight in 

counties having a population of three hundred fifty thousand or more and 

less than three hundred ninety five thousand; nine in counties having a 

population of three hundred ninety five thousand or more and less than four 

hundred forty thousand; ten in counties having a population of four hundred 

forty thousand or more and less than four hundred eight five thousand; and 

one additional judge for every population increment of thirty five thousand 

which is over four hundred eighty five thousand in such counties.  However, 

a county shall not lose a district associate judgeship solely because of a 

reduction in the county’s population.  If the formula provided in this section 

results in the allocation of an additional district associate judgeship to a 

county, implementation of the allocation shall be subject to prior approval of 

the Supreme Court and availability of funds to the judicial branch.”270 

 

Judicial 

Retirements 

The mandatory retirement age is seventy-two for all justices of the Supreme 

Court, judges of the Court of Appeals, and District Judges appointed to 

office after July 1, 1965, prior to which it was 75.271  The mandatory 

retirement age is seventy-two for all District Associate Judges and Judicial 

Magistrates.272 

Number of 

Judges  

7 Supreme Court Judges;273 9 Court of Appeals Judges.274  There are eight 

districts with a District Court in each of 99 counties with various numbers of 

judges.275 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

 

Population 3,193,079276 

Cases Filed or 

pending and 

backlogs 

661,302 total cases filed in 2021277 

 

270 Id. 
271 See id. at § 602.1610(1)(b). 
272 See id. at § 602.1610(1)(c). 
273 Justices, Iowacourts.gov, https://www.iowacourts.gov/iowa-courts/supreme-court/justices.  
274 Judges, Iowacourts.gov, https://www.iowacourts.gov/iowa-courts/court-of-appeals/judges/.  
275 https://www.iowacourts.gov/iowa-courts/district-court/.   
276 U.S. Census state population for 2021, https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/IA.   
277 Iowa Judicial Branch 2021 Report p. 27.  

https://www.iowacourts.gov/iowa-courts/supreme-court/justices
https://www.iowacourts.gov/iowa-courts/court-of-appeals/judges/
https://www.iowacourts.gov/iowa-courts/district-court/
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/IA
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16. Kansas 

Courts Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, District Courts (Trial Courts), Municipal 

Courts.278  31 judicial districts with a court in each of the 105 counties with 

various numbers of judicial seats.279 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Supreme Court Judges appointed by the governor nominated by a 

commission.280 The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court will nominate a judge 

in the event of a failure to do so by the governor.281 Supreme Court Judges 

serve for a term of six-years.282  District Court Judges and Magistrates are 

elected.283 District Court Judges are elected for a term of four years.284 

Whenever a vacancy occurs in the office of the District Judge, Governor will 

appoint a judge, and then a retention election will occur at the next general 

election, or, if the district has adopted a nonpartisan method of selection, 

through that.285 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

Supreme Court and Legislature determine the number of judges – “on or 

before April 15 of every even-numbered year, the Supreme Court shall 

examine the need for more or less divisions or district Magistrate Judge 

positions of the District Court in each judicial district which has not approved 

the proposition of nonpartisan selection of judges of the District Court…On 

or before May 15 of each year, the Supreme Court shall examine the need for 

more or less divisions or positions of the District Court in judicial districts 

which have approved such proposition.”286  The Legislature also created the 

Judicial Council to “survey and study the judicial branch of the state and 

recommend improvements in the administration of justice.”287  The “council 

shall report on the work of the council and the council’s recommendations for 

improvement in the administration of justice by providing such information 

on the council’s website…”288 

How often 

evaluated? 

Even-numbered years.289 

Factors 

considered 

 

Allocation 

and 

Supreme Court or any justice may assign judges out of district or temporarily 

on the Supreme Court.290 

 

278 Kan. Const. Art. 3, §§ 1, 6 (2020).  
279 https://www.kscourts.org/About-the-Courts/District-Courts/About-District-Courts.  
280 Id. at §5.  
281 Id. at a§ 5(b).  
282 Id. at § 2.  
283 Id. at § 5(a)-(b). 
284 Id. at § 6(a).  
285 Id.  
286 Kan. Stat. § 20-355(a) (2020). 
287 Id. at § 20-2203 
288 Id. at § 20-2204. 
289 Id. at § 20-355(a). 
290 Kan. Const. Art. 3, § 6(e) & (f) (2020). 

https://www.kscourts.org/About-the-Courts/District-Courts/About-District-Courts
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Assignment 

of Judges  

Judicial 

Retirements  

Mandatory retirement age of seventy-five and upon attaining that age, a judge 

may finish serving the term during which the judge attained the age of 

seventy-five.291  

Number of 

Judges  

“Kansas is divided into thirty-one judicial districts, with 163 District Court 

Judges. The number of judges varies from district-to-district.  There is a 

District Court in each county.”292 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

Kansas courts website has a database of case statistics from 2002 through 

2019.293 

Population 2,934,582294 

Cases filed or 

pending and 

backlogs 

399,489 total statewide caseload as of June 30, 2019.295 

 

 

17. Kentucky  

Courts Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, Circuit Court (Trial Court for civil matters 

involving more than $5,000, capital offenses and felonies, land dispute title 

cases and contested probate cases), Family Court, which is a division of the 

Circuit Court, and District Court.296 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Nonpartisan election for eight-year terms for justices of the Supreme Court, 

Judges of the Court of Appeals and Circuit Court.297  Nonpartisan election for 

four-year terms for judges of the District Courts.298  Vacancies in the courts 

are to be filled by the Governor.299  If the Governor fails to make an 

appointment within sixty days, the appointment shall be made by the Chief 

Justice of the Supreme Court from the same list presented to the Governor 

.300 

 

291 Kan. Stat. § 20-2608(a) (2020). 
292 https://www.kscourts.org/About-the-Courts/District-Courts/About-District-Courts.  
293 Case Statistics, Kansas Judicial Branch (2019), https://www.kscourts.org/Cases-Opinions/Case-Statistics. 
294 U.S. Census state population for 2021, https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/KS. 
295 Summary of District Court Caseload for the State, Year Ending June 30, 2019, Kansas Courts (2019), 

https://www.kscourts.org/KSCourts/media/KsCourts/Case%20Statistics/Annual%20Reports/2019/Caseloadforthesta

te19.pdf. 
296 Divisions within the Kentucky Judicial Branch, Transparency.ky.gov (2017)  

https://transparency.ky.gov/accountability/Pages/judicial.aspx.   
297 Ky. Const. § 119 (2018).  
298 Dalton York, Kentucky Voters Reject Longer Judiciary, Commonwealth’s Attorney Terms, WKU Public Radio, 

https://www.wkyufm.org/politics/2020-11-04/kentucky-voters-reject-longer-judiciary-commonwealths-attorney-

terms (voters rejected amendment to constitution to expand term of district court judges from four to eight years).  
299 Ky. Const. § 118(1) (2018). 
300Id. 

https://www.kscourts.org/About-the-Courts/District-Courts/About-District-Courts
https://www.kscourts.org/Cases-Opinions/Case-Statistics
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/KS
https://www.kscourts.org/KSCourts/media/KsCourts/Case%20Statistics/Annual%20Reports/2019/Caseloadforthestate19.pdf
https://www.kscourts.org/KSCourts/media/KsCourts/Case%20Statistics/Annual%20Reports/2019/Caseloadforthestate19.pdf
https://transparency.ky.gov/accountability/Pages/judicial.aspx
https://www.wkyufm.org/politics/2020-11-04/kentucky-voters-reject-longer-judiciary-commonwealths-attorney-terms
https://www.wkyufm.org/politics/2020-11-04/kentucky-voters-reject-longer-judiciary-commonwealths-attorney-terms
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Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

The General Assembly decides.  The Legislature adopted a statute that  

requires the Supreme Court “beginning in 2020 and every eight (8) years 

thereafter, . . .  to perform a weighted caseload analysis to determine the need 

to reduce, increase, or rearrange the Commonwealth...or to modify the 

number of judges relative to their respective populations or caseloads.”301 

How often 

evaluated? 

Every 8 years.302 

Factors 

considered 

“...caseload totals by case type and case weights and the total number of 

judges necessary for the Commonwealth's judicial circuits and districts.”303 

Allocation 

and 

Assignment 

of Judges  

Chief Justice may assign any judge to sit on any court other than the Supreme 

Court.304 

Judicial 

Retirements 

No age requirement.  

 

 
 

Number of 

Judges  

Court of Appeals: 14.305 Supreme Court: 7.306  “There are 60 judicial 

districts in Kentucky, served by 116 judges”307 and 57 Circuit Courts with 95 

Circuit Judges.308 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

 

Population 4,509,394309 

Cases filed or 

pending and 

backlogs 

Retired judges are mediating criminal cases to resolve backlogs.310 

 

 

18. Louisiana  

Courts Supreme Court, Courts of Appeal (5 Circuits), District Courts,311 as well as 

Mayor’s Courts which have Magistrate Judges.312 

 

301 Ky. Rev. Stat. § 21A.350(1)-(2) (2018). 
302 Id. 
303 Ky. Rev. Stat. § 21A.350(1) (2018). 
304 Ky. Const. § 110(5)(b) (2018). 
305 Court of Appeals, Kycourts.gov, https://kycourts.gov/Courts/Court-of-Appeals/Pages/default.aspx.  
306 Divisions within the Kentucky Judicial Branch, supra note 258. 
307 https://ballotpedia.org/Kentucky_District_Courts#:~:text=Kentucky%20Circuit%20Courts.-

,District%20court%20judges,and%20serve%20four%2Dyear%20terms.  
308 https://ballotpedia.org/Kentucky_Circuit_Courts.  
309 U.S. Census state population for 2021, https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/KY.  
310 Ella Shemwell, “Davies County Using Mediation to Reduce Court Backlog.”, 44 News, Feb. 23, 2022. 
311 La. Const. Art. 5, § 1 (2019).  
312 La. Rev. Stat. § 33:441(A)(1) (2019). 

https://kycourts.gov/Courts/Court-of-Appeals/Pages/default.aspx
https://ballotpedia.org/Kentucky_District_Courts#:~:text=Kentucky%20Circuit%20Courts.-,District%20court%20judges,and%20serve%20four%2Dyear%20terms
https://ballotpedia.org/Kentucky_District_Courts#:~:text=Kentucky%20Circuit%20Courts.-,District%20court%20judges,and%20serve%20four%2Dyear%20terms
https://ballotpedia.org/Kentucky_Circuit_Courts
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/KY
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Supreme Court Judges serve for ten-year terms; Court of Appeals Judges 

serve for ten-year terms; District Court Judges serve for six-year terms.313  

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Election.314 “A newly created judgeship or a vacancy in the office of a judge 

shall be filled by special election called by the governor and held within 

twelve months after the day on which the vacancy occurs or the judgeship is 

established, except when the vacancy occurs in the last twelve months of an 

existing term. Until the vacancy is filled, the Supreme Court appoints 

someone into that position, who will be ineligible as a candidate at the 

election.”315 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

The legislature may change the number of judges in any judicial district by 

law enacted by two-thirds of the elected members of each house.316 

When there is a proposal for more judges or a new court, the Judicial Council 

investigates and evaluates. The Council looks at the efficiency and caseload 

of the court that the proposal concerns. Recommendations are first made to 

the Council, then the Legislature.317 

How often 

evaluated? 

No stated timeframe. 

Factors 

considered 

Efficiency of the court, caseload, population.318 

Allocation 

and 

Assignment 

of Judges  

Supreme Court can assign a sitting judge to any court and may appoint 

attorneys as temporary or ad hoc judges of City, Municipal, Traffic, Parish, 

Juvenile, or Family Courts.319 

Judicial 

Retirements 

70 is the mandatory retirement age.320  The Supreme Court may appoint 

retired judges to any court.321 

Number of 

Judges  

Supreme Court: 7. Courts of Appeal: 54. District Court: 170. Orleans District 

Court: 14 Civil Judges, 10 Criminal Judges, and 1 Magistrate Judge. 322   

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

There are also City Courts, Juvenile Courts, Family Courts, Parish Courts, 

etc. that are part of the District Court.323 

Population 4,624,047324 

 

313 Court Structure, Louisiana State Bar Association, https://www.lsba.org/Public/CourtStructure.aspx. 
314 La. Const. Art. 5, § 22(A) (2019).  
315 Id.  
316 Id. at §15(D). 
317 La. Rev. Stat. § 13:61(A) & (E) (2019). 
318 See id. 
319 La. Const. Art. V, § 5(A) (2019). 
320 Id. at § 23(B) 
321 Id. at § 5(A) 
322 Court Structure, supra note 272.   
323 La. Const. Art. V, § 16(A) (2019). 
324 U.S. Census state population for 2021, https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/LA.  

https://www.lsba.org/Public/CourtStructure.aspx
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/LA
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Cases filed or 

pending and 

backlogs 

In March 2022, New Orleans had 150 trial ready criminal cases compared to 

48 such cases in March 2019.325 

 

 

19. Maine 

Courts The Maine judiciary is comprised of a Supreme Court,326 “and such other 

courts as the Legislature shall from time to time establish.”327  Such other 

courts include Superior Courts,328 which are the Trial Courts of general 

jurisdiction,329 District Courts,330 which hear “civil, criminal and family 

matters and always sits without a jury,”331 and Probate Court.332  “Judges and 

justices are appointed by the Governor, confirmed by the Senate, and serve 

seven-year terms.333  The Chief Justice of the District Court may appoint 

lawyers as Justices of the Peace with terms of up to five years.334 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Judges are elected by election from their respective county.335  District Judges 

are appointed by the Governor.336  Governor maintains power to appoint 

judicial personnel if the Constitution fails to proscribe election or another 

form of appointment.337   

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

The Legislature establishes the courts.338 The State Court Administrator 

continuously makes recommendations to the Chief Justice on the number of 

judges and personnel.339  

How often 

evaluated? 

Continuously by the State Court Administrator.340  

Factors 

considered 

Efficiency of administration of justice, undue delay, court dockets.341   

 

325 Natasha Robin, Jury Trials Resume in New Orleans but Case Backlog and Staffing Shortages Remain, Fox 8, 

Local First, March 11, 2022. 
326 Me. Const. Art. VI §1. 
327 Id.  
328 Me. Rev. Stat. T. 4 § 101. 
329 State of Maine, Judicial Branch, Superior Court, https://www.courts.maine.gov/courts/superior/index.html.  
330 Me. Rev. Stat. T. 4 §151 (2019). 
331 State of Maine, Judicial Branch, District Court, https://www.courts.maine.gov/courts/district/index.html.  
332 Me Rev Stat T. 4 § 201. 
333 Me. Const. Art. VI § 4; State of Maine Judicial Branch.  

https://www.courts.maine.gov/about/index.html#:~:text=The%20Judicial%20Branch%20is%20one,and%20serve%2

0seven%2Dyear%20terms.  
334 Me Rev Stat T. 4 § 161. 
335 Me. Const. Art. VI § 6. 
336 Me Rev Stat T. 4 § 157. 
337 Id. at § 8 
338 Id. at §1. 
339 Me. Stat. tit. 4, §17 (1), (2) (2019). 
340 Id. at §17 (1). 
341 Id. 

https://www.courts.maine.gov/courts/superior/index.html
https://www.courts.maine.gov/courts/district/index.html
https://www.courts.maine.gov/about/index.html#:~:text=The%20Judicial%20Branch%20is%20one,and%20serve%20seven%2Dyear%20terms
https://www.courts.maine.gov/about/index.html#:~:text=The%20Judicial%20Branch%20is%20one,and%20serve%20seven%2Dyear%20terms
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Allocation 

and 

Assignment 

of Judges  

The Chief Justice may assign any Judge or Active Retired Justice to sit on a 

lower court.342  

Judicial 

Retirements 

The Constitution provides for a mandatory age.343 However, the Legislature 

has not set such an age and mandatory retirement ages are prohibited by 

statute.344 

Retired judges may be eligible for Active Retirement status. A retired judge 

can be appointed for a term of seven years as an Active Retired Justice.345   

Number of 

Judges  

Supreme Court Justices: 7;346 Superior Court: 21;347 District Court: 38.348 

 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

 

Population 1,372,247349 

Cases filed or 

pending and 

backlogs 

80,772350 in 2021 

 

 

20. Maryland 

Courts The Maryland court system has two Appellate Courts and two Trial Courts.351 

The Court of Appeals is the highest Appellate Court.352 The Court of Special 

Appeals is the intermediate Appellate Court. 353 The Circuit Court is the 

highest Trial Court handling serious criminal and civil matters.354 The District 

Court is the Lower Trial Court and sits with no jury.355 The Maryland 

Constitution also established an Orphans Court.356  Terms are 15 years.357 

 

342 Id. at §2A. 
343 Me. Const. Art. VI, §4 (2019).  
344 Me. Rev. Stat. tit. 5, §4575 (2019). 
345 Id., tit. 4, §157-B. 
346 Supreme Judicial Courts, Courts.maine.gov, https://www.courts.maine.gov/courts/sjc/index.html.  
347 Superior Court Judges, Courts.maine.gov, https://www.courts.maine.gov/courts/superior/justices.html.  
348 District Courts, Courts.maine.gov, https://www.courts.maine.gov/courts/district/index.html.  
349 U.S. Census state population for 2021, https://www.courts.maine.gov/courts/superior/justices.html.  
350 Maine Administrative Office of the Courts, Maine State Court Caseload 5 Year Trend, (2021), 

https://www.courts.maine.gov/about/stats/statewide.pdf.  
351 Md. Const. Art. IV, §14; About the Maryland Court System, Maryland Courts (2022), 

https://www.courts.state.md.us/courts/about.  
352 About the Maryland Court System, supra note 311.  
353 Id. 
354 Id. 
355 Id.  
356 Md. Const. Art. IV, §1 (2021). 
357 Md. Const. Art. IV, §3 (2021). 

https://www.courts.maine.gov/courts/sjc/index.html
https://www.courts.maine.gov/courts/superior/justices.html
https://www.courts.maine.gov/courts/district/index.html
https://www.courts.maine.gov/courts/superior/justices.html
https://www.courts.maine.gov/about/stats/statewide.pdf
https://www.courts.state.md.us/courts/about
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Appointment/

Election/ 

Other 

The Governor fills new judicial seats and vacancies by appointment with 

senate confirmation.358 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial 

Seats and 

How? 

The State Court Administrator may provide reports and make 

recommendations to the Chief Judge to increase the efficiency of the 

judiciary.359 

 

How often 

evaluated? 
The State Court Administrator may review the dockets, budgets, collect and 

compile data as required to make recommendations.360  
Factors 

considered 
The State Court Administrator may review the dockets, budgets, collect and 

compile data as required to make recommendations.361  

Allocation 

and 

Assignment 

of Judges  

The Chief Judge may reassign Judges on an as needed basis, except a judge of 

the Orphans' Court, to sit temporarily in any court except an Orphans' 

Court.362 

Judicial 

Retirements 
Mandatory retirement age is 70.363  Any former judge may be assigned to sit 

on any State Court by the Chief Judge, aside from the Orphans Court, with 

the exception of Circuit Judges from Montgomery and Hartford Counties.364  

Number of 

Judges  

28 Appellate Judges, 174 Circuit Court Judges; 124 District Court Judges  365  

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

 

Population 6,156,129366 

Cases filed or 

pending and 

backlogs 

1,575,439367 

 

 

358 Id. at §41D; Judicial Selection, Maryland Courts (2022), https://www.courts.state.md.us/judgeselect. 
359 Md. Code, Cts. & Jud. Proc. §13-101(d)7-8 (2021).  
360 Id. at §13-101(d)1-3. 
361 Id. at §13-101(d)1-3. 
362 Md. Const. Art. IV, § 18(b)(2) (2021).  
363 Md. Const. Art. IV, §3 (2021). 
364 Id. at § 3A. 
365 Maryland Judiciary Statistical Abstract (2020), Mdcourts.gov, 

https://mdcourts.gov/sites/default/files/import/publications/annualreport/reports/2020/fy2020statisticalabstract.pdf.  
366 U.S. Census state population for 2021, https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/MD.  
367 Maryland Judiciary Statistical Abstract, supra note 366 at 6.  

https://www.courts.state.md.us/judgeselect
https://mdcourts.gov/sites/default/files/import/publications/annualreport/reports/2020/fy2020statisticalabstract.pdf
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/MD
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21. Massachusetts 

Courts The Massachusetts judiciary is composed of a Supreme Judicial Court, the 

Appeals Court, and Courts of Limited Jurisdiction: Superior Court, District 

Court, Boston Municipal Court, Housing Court, Juvenile Court, Land Court, 

and Probate and Family Court.368   The Supreme Judicial Court is the highest 

Appellate Court.  The Massachusetts Appeals Court is a court of general 

appellate jurisdiction.369 The Superior Court is the trial court of general 

jurisdiction370 and has appellate jurisdiction over certain administrative 

proceedings.371 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Judges in Massachusetts are appointed by the Governor with the advice and 

consent of the elected Governor’s Council.372  Judges have tenure until the 

age of 70.373  

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

The Legislature determines the number of judicial seats.374   

Allocation 

and 

Assignment of 

Judges 

The Legislature established an advisory board to “advise the justices of the 

Supreme Judicial Court, the Chief Justice of the Trial Court, and the court 

administrator on all matters of judicial reform including, but not limited to, a 

proposal for the allocation of resources based on the demonstrated workload 

of each court.”375   

How often 

evaluated? 

The advisory board produces an annual report regarding the Management 

and Administration of the Massachusetts Trial Court.  However, it does not 

appear that these reports often address the number of judicial seats or 

allocation of workload.376 

Factors 

Considered? 

N/A 

Judicial 

Retirements 

The mandatory retirement age for judges is 70.377 

 

 

368 The Massachusetts Court Process, Mass.gov (2022), https://www.mass.gov/the-massachusetts-court-process.  
369 General Information About the Appeals Court, Mass.gov (2022), https://www.mass.gov/service-details/general-

information-about-the-appeals-court.  
370 About the Superior Court, Mass.gov (2022), https://www.mass.gov/orgs/superior-court. 
371 Id.  
372 Mass. Const. art. 9, § 1 (2020).  The governor has appointed the judges of Massachusetts since 1780.   The 

Massachusetts Court Process, supra note 329. Martin W. Healy, A Guide to the Massachusetts Judicial Selection 

Process at 5 (2015), https://www.massbar.org/docs/default-source/advocacy/mjsp-3-ed.pdf?sfvrsn=2.  
373 Mass. Const. art. 9, § 1 (2020).   
374 Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 211B, § 2 (2020). Mass Gen Laws Ann 211 § 1; Mass Gen Laws Ann 211A § 1. 
375 Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 211B, § 6A (2020).  
376 Court Management Advisory Board, Mass.gov (2022), https://www.mass.gov/info-details/court-management-

advisory-board. 
377 The Massachusetts Court Process, Mass.gov (2022), https://www.mass.gov/the-massachusetts-court-process.  

https://www.mass.gov/the-massachusetts-court-process
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/general-information-about-the-appeals-court
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/general-information-about-the-appeals-court
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/superior-court
https://www.massbar.org/docs/default-source/advocacy/mjsp-3-ed.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/court-management-advisory-board
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/court-management-advisory-board
https://www.mass.gov/the-massachusetts-court-process
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Number of 

Judges  

7 Supreme Judicial Court Judges, 25 Appeals Court Judges, and 82 Superior 

Court Judges,378 and “15 justices appointed to the Housing Court 

Department, 7 justices appointed to the Land Court Department, 51 justices 

appointed to the Probate and Family Court Department, 30 justices 

appointed to the Boston Municipal Court Department, 42 justices appointed 

to the Juvenile Court Department and 158 justices and special justices 

appointed to the District Court Department.”379  

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

 

Population 6,984,723380 

Cases Filed or 

pending and 

backlogs 

614,834381 in 2021 

 

 

22. Michigan 

Courts The Michigan judiciary is composed of a Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, 

Circuit Courts, Probate Courts and various Municipal Courts.  Circuit Courts 

are the trial courts of general jurisdiction.382  District Courts have civil 

jurisdiction over cases where amount in controversy does not exceed 

$25,000383 and criminal jurisdiction over misdemeanors punishable by a fine 

or imprisonment not exceeding one year.384  Circuit Court conduct 

arraignments in all felony and misdemeanor cases.385 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Election.386 Vacancies filled by appointment of Governor.387 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Number of judges and circuits controlled by recommendation of the Supreme 

Court to reflect changes in judicial activity.388  As to lower courts, the 

Legislature has delegated the power to recommend as well as legislative 

 

378 General Information About the Appeals Court, Mass.gov (2022), https://www.mass.gov/service-details/general-

information-about-the-appeals-court; About the Supreme Judicial Court, Mass.gov (2022), 

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/about-the-supreme-judicial-court; About the Superior Court, supra note 331.  
379 Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 211B, § 2 (2020). 
380 U.S. Census state population estimates for 2021, Census.gov (2021), https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/MA.  
381 Massachusetts Trial Court, Year-End Case Filings, public.tableau.com (2021), 

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/drap4687/viz/MassachusettsTrialCourtFY2021Year-

EndCaseFilings/TrialCourt.  
382 Mich. Const. Art. VI, § 1 (2022). 
383 Mich. Comp. Laws § 600.8301 (2022).  
384 Id. at § 600.8311(a). 
385 Id. at (f). 
386 Mich. Const. Art. VI, §2 (2022).  
387 Id. at §§ 11, 23.  
388 Mich. Const. Art. VI, § 11; see also Mich. Comp. Laws § 600.8171 (district court only). 

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/general-information-about-the-appeals-court
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/general-information-about-the-appeals-court
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/about-the-supreme-judicial-court
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/MA
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/drap4687/viz/MassachusettsTrialCourtFY2021Year-EndCaseFilings/TrialCourt
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/drap4687/viz/MassachusettsTrialCourtFY2021Year-EndCaseFilings/TrialCourt
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Judicial Seats 

and How? 

authority to the counties for Circuit Courts and district control units389 for  

District Courts.390 

How often 

evaluated? 

No specified timeframe. 

Factors 

considered 

For more than two decades, the SCAO has used the weighted caseload 

method to analyze the impact of such changes in judicial activity on the 

number of judges required in each trial court.391  In 2018, Michigan State 

Court Administrative Office contracted with NCSC to assess judicial 

workloads which produced the 2019 report.392 

Allocation 

and 

Assignment 

of Judges  

Supreme Court may assign an elected judge to any other court (with some 

limitation).393 

Judicial 

Retirements 

A judge cannot be elected or appointed to a judicial office after reaching the 

age of 70 years.394 

Number of 

Judges 

 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

In 2018, the State Court Administrator’s office division of Judicial Resources 

Advisory Committee with input from National Center for State Courts 

created a report regarding “Judicial Workload Assessment” which concerned 

changes in the number of judgeships.395  

Population 10,050,811396 

Cases filed or 

pending and 

backlogs 

In February 2022, 6,000 criminal cases were pending in Wayne County’s 

Third Circuit Court where the number of pending cases is usually 1,500 and 

120 people were incarcerated for more than 18 months where the average 

time for felonies is 45 days.397 

 

 

 

 

389 A “district control unit” is essentially the municipality in charge of sponsoring local district courts.  

Municipalities are divided into four classes and depending on the class they are assigned a degree of fund-sharing 

for the district courts.  See MICH. COMP. LAWS 600.8104(1)(A)-(C). 
390 Mich. Comp. Laws § 600.550 (2022) (“each county in the circuit, by resolution adopted by the county board of 

commissioners, approves the creation of that judgeship”); see also §600.8175 (“each district control unit of the 

district, by resolution adopted by the governing body of the district control unit, approves the creation of that 

judgeship”). 
391 2019 Judicial Resources Recommendations Report, Michigan Supreme Court State Court Administrative Office 

(Sep. 2019), https://www.courts.michigan.gov/4a659f/siteassets/reports/statistics/judicial-

resources/judicialworkloadassessment2019.pdf.  
392 Id. 
393 Mich. Comp. Laws § 600.225(1) (2022). 
394 Mich. Const. Art. VI, § 19(3) (2022). 
395 2019 Judicial Resources Recommendations Report, supra note 354. 
396 U.S. Census state population for 2021, https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/MI. 
397 Beenish Ahmed and Nisa Khan, At Least 120 Inmates Locked Up in Wayne County for 18 or More Months 

Without Trial, Conviction, Michigan Radio, NPR, Feb. 22, 2022. 

https://www.courts.michigan.gov/4a659f/siteassets/reports/statistics/judicial-resources/judicialworkloadassessment2019.pdf
https://www.courts.michigan.gov/4a659f/siteassets/reports/statistics/judicial-resources/judicialworkloadassessment2019.pdf
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/MI
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23. Minnesota 

Courts The judiciary of Minnesota is composed of the Supreme Court, Court of 

Appeals, District Court, and various Municipal Courts.398  The District Courts 

are trial courts of general jurisdiction in “all civil and criminal cases.”399 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Judges are elected at all levels.400 The Governor will fill a vacancy until a 

successor is elected.401 All judges serve for six-year terms.402 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

The Constitution currently provides that “there shall be two or more 

District Judges in each district.”403  The Legislature has the authority to 

establish the number of judicial seats in the District Courts.404 

The Legislature has authorized the State Court Administrator’s Office to 

“make recommendations to the Chief Justice relating to the assignment of 

judges where courts are in need of assistance,” “collect and compile statistical 

and other data and make reports of the business transacted by the courts,” and 

“formulate and submit to the respective houses of the legislature 

recommendations of policies for the improvement of the judicial system.”405  

The State Court Administrator’s Office contracted with the National Center 

for State Courts to provide an analysis of the workload of judges in 2010.406  

It was determined that the State of Minnesota needed an additional 19 more 

judges to balance the workload.407  The report was sent to the Chief Justice 

and to both houses of the Legislature.  The report used the national workload 

assessment standard which consists of case fillings that are applied to case 

weights and divided by the amount of available judicial time resource.408 

How often 

evaluated? 

The statute does not specify how often this process occurs.409 
 

Factors 

considered 

The Court Administrator examines the state of the dockets of the courts to 

determine the need for assistance by any court.410  

Allocation 

and 

Assignment 

of Judges 

The Legislature has authorized the State Court Administrator’s Office to 

“make recommendations to the Chief Justice relating to the assignment of 

judges where courts are in need of assistance.”411 

 

398 Minn. Const. Art. VI, § 1 (2018). 
399 Id. at § 3. 
400 Id. at § 7. 
401 Id. at § 8 
402 Id.  
403 Id. at § 4. 
404 Minn. Stat. § 480.15(9) (2018). 
405 Id. at § 480.15(4), (5), (9).  
406 Minnesota Judicial Workload Assessment: Final Report, National Center for State Courts (2010), 

https://ncsc.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/ctadmin/id/1629/. 
407 Id. at 6. 
408 Id. at 8-13. 
409 See generally, MINN. STAT. § 480.15. 
410 Id. at § 480.15(3). 
411 Id. at § 480.15(4). 

https://ncsc.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/ctadmin/id/1629/
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Judicial 

Retirements 

Any judge in office on December 31, 1973 who shall have attained 70 years of 

age on or prior to such date shall retire upon the expiration of the term of office 

of such judge.412 

Number of 

Judges 

324: 8 judges on the Supreme Court; 20 judges on the Court of Appeals; and 

296 District Court Judges. 413 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

 

Population 5,707,390414 

Cases Filed 

or pending 

and backlog 

To address backlog, 46,598 active misdemeanor and felony cases in April 

2022 compared to 35,681 in March 2020, the state Judicial Council, the 

administrative policy-making authority composed of judges and court 

officials, remote hearings will become permanent in many cases in response 

to two years of feedback e.g. individuals who must make court appearances 

need not take off from work or arrange child care.415  

 

 

24. Mississippi 

Courts The judiciary of Mississippi is composed of a Supreme Court, Court of 

Appeals, Chancery Courts, Circuit Courts, County Courts, Justice Courts, 

Municipal Courts, Drug Courts, and Youth Courts. 416  The Chancery Courts 

has jurisdiction over “(a) All matters in equity; (b) Divorce and alimony; (c) 

Matters testamentary and of administration; (d) Minor’s business; (e) Cases 

of idiocy, lunacy, and persons of unsound mind.”417  The Circuit Courts have 

jurisdiction “in all matters civil and criminal in this state not vested by this 

Constitution in some other court.”418  The terms are 8 years for Supreme 

Court Judges, and four years for Circuit Court, Chancery Court, and District 

Court Judges.419 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Election for Circuit and Chancery Court Judges.420 

 

412 Id. at § 490.125(2) 
413 About the Courts, Fast Facts, Mncourts.gov, https://www.mncourts.gov/about-the-courts.aspx. 
414 U.S. Census state population for 2021, https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/MN.  
415 Randy Furst, Minnesota Court Administrators Make Some Remote Hearings Permanent, Star Tribune, April 23, 

2022. 
416 Miss. Const. Art. VI, §§ 144, 156, 159, 171; About the Courts, State of Mississippi Judiciary Administrative 

Office of Courts (2020), https://courts.ms.gov/aboutcourts/aboutthecourts.php. 
417 Miss. Const. Art. VI, § 159 (2018). 
418 Id. at § 156. 
419 Id. at §§ 149, 153, 171.  
420 Id. at § 153 

https://www.mncourts.gov/about-the-courts.aspx
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/MN
https://courts.ms.gov/aboutcourts/aboutthecourts.php
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Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

The Constitution provides that the “Legislature shall, by statute, establish 

certain criteria by which the number of judges in each district shall be 

determined, such criteria to be based on population, the number of cases 

filed and other appropriate data.”421 The Legislature directed the 

Administrative Office of the Courts to collect and provide that data.422 

How often 

evaluated? 

The Legislature considers changes when they are performing the 

redistricting of the judiciary after every Federal Census (10 years). 423  

Factors 

considered 

The Legislature established the following criteria to determine the number of 

judicial seats: “the number of chancellorships for each Chancery Court 

district shall be determined by the Legislature based upon the following 

criteria: (a) The population of the district; (b) The number of cases filed in 

the district; (c) The caseload of each chancellor in the district; (d) The 

geographic area of the district; (e) An analysis of the needs of the district by 

the court personnel of the district; and (f) Any other appropriate criteria.”424 

Additionally: “the Judicial College of the University of Mississippi Law 

Center and the Administrative Office of Courts shall determine the 

appropriate: (a) Specific data to be collected as a basis for applying the 

above criteria; (b) Method of collecting and maintaining the specified data; 

and (c) Method of assimilating the specified data.”425 

Allocation 

and 

Assignment of 

Judges 

 

Judicial 

Retirements 

No mandatory retirement age.426 

Number of 

Judges  

9 Supreme Court; 10 Court of Appeals; 57 Circuit Court; 52 Chancery 

Court; 30 County Court; 197 Justice Court.427 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

 

Population 2,949,963428 

Cases Filed or 

pending and 

backlogs 

Special judges appointed from July 2020 to December 2021 using federal 

CARES funds closed 597 cases and dismissed 170 cases; two were former 

judges.429 

 

421 Id. at § 152 
422 Id. 
423 Miss. Const. Art. VI, § 152 (2018). 
424 Miss. Code § 9-5-3(3) (2018); see also § 9-7-3(3) (circuit courts). 
425 Id. at § 9-5-3(4). 
426 https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement.    
427 About the Courts, supra note 378.  
428 U.S. Census state population for 2021, https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/MS. 
429 Rosyln Anderson, Special Judges Appointed to Hinds County Courts to Reduce Backlog of Thousands of Cases,  

3WLBT, Feb. 10, 2021 

https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/MS
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25. Missouri 

Courts The Missouri Judiciary consists of three levels of courts: The trial courts 

(also known as the circuit courts), an intermediate appellate court (the 

Missouri Court of Appeals) that is divided into three regional districts, and 

the Supreme Court of Missouri.430  The Circuit Courts have jurisdiction 

“over all cases and matters, civil and criminal.”431   

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

“In most counties, Circuit Judges are elected by popular vote, but in certain 

metropolitan counties…they are” appointed.”432 Supreme Court Judges are 

elected.433 Judges of the Supreme Court and of the Court of Appeals have 12 

year terms, while judges of the Circuit Courts have 6 year terms, and 

associate Circuit Judges have 4 year terms.434 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

Pursuant to the Missouri Constitution, each county has at least one Associate 

Circuit Judge, but in large counties or metropolitan areas, additional 

associate circuit judicial seats may be created.435  The Missouri Legislature 

has deferred to the Missouri Courts for determining judicial resources.  

Missouri’s Supreme Court is responsible to “recommend guidelines 

appropriate for use by the general assembly in determining the need for 

additional judicial personnel or reallocation of existing personnel in this 

state…The guidelines shall be filed with the chairs of the house and senate 

judiciary committees, for distribution to the members of the general 

assembly, and the court shall file therewith annually a report measuring and 

assessing judicial performance in the appellate and Circuit Courts of this 

state, including a judicial weighted workload model and a clerical weighted 

workload model.”436  Missouri’s adoption of the Supreme Court’s 

recommendation for increased judicial resources is nondiscretionary, 

whereby “an annual judicial performance report submitted pursuant to 

section 477.405 indicates for three consecutive calendar years the need for 

two or more full-time judicial positions in any judicial circuit there shall be 

one additional Circuit Judge position authorized in such circuit.”437  In 

addition, the Legislature can create Associate Circuit Judge seats based on 

the county’s population.438   

How often?  

 

430 Mo. Const., Art. V, §1 (2018); About the Courts, Missouri Courts Judicial Branch of Government,  

https://www.courts.mo.gov/page.jsp?id=103114.  
431 Mo. Const. Art. V, § 14 (2018). 
432 Circuit Court Judges and Commissioners, Missouri Courts Judicial Branch of Government, 

https://www.courts.mo.gov/page.jsp?id=1754. 
433 Supreme Court Judges, Missouri Courts Judicial Branch of Government, 

https://www.courts.mo.gov/page.jsp?id=133. 
434 Mo. Const. Art. V, § 19 (2018). 
435 Mo. Rev. Stat. § 478.320 (2018). 
436 Id. at § 477.405. 
437 Id. at § 478.330. 
438 Id. at § 478.320. 

https://www.courts.mo.gov/page.jsp?id=103114
https://www.courts.mo.gov/page.jsp?id=1754
https://www.courts.mo.gov/page.jsp?id=133
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Factors 

Considered 

 

Allocation 

and 

Assignment of 

Judges 

“The Supreme Court may make temporary transfers of judicial personnel 

from one court or district to another as the administration of justice requires 

and may establish rules with respect thereto. Any judge shall be eligible to 

sit temporarily on ay court upon assignment by the Supreme Court or 

pursuant to Supreme Court rule.”439 

Judicial 

Retirements 

Mandatory retirement at age of 70 except for the Municipal Division of the 

Circuit Court whose judges must retire at 75.440 

Number of 

Judges  

423 judges and commissioners. There are 7 Supreme Court Judges and 32 

Appellate Judges. Trial Courts,:147 Circuit Judges, 204 Associate Circuit 

Judges, and 33 Commissioners and Deputy Commissioners.441 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

In 2007, National Center for State Court issued a judicial workload assessment 

study at the behest of the Missouri Supreme Court.  The study utilized case 

filings, case weights, and divided it by the judge-year value to find out the 

requisite number of additional judicial seats that need to be created.442   

Population 6,168,187443 

Cases Filed or 

pending and 

backlogs 

 

 

 

26. Montana 

Courts The judiciary of Montana is composed of a Supreme Court (consisting of a 

Chief Justice and six Associate Justices), District Courts, Workers’ 

Compensation Court, Water Court, and several courts of limited jurisdiction, 

including Justice Courts, Municipal Courts and City Courts.444  Montana 

does not have an intermediate appellate court; instead appeals from all 

District Courts are heard by the Supreme Court.445  The District Courts hold 

“jurisdiction in all criminal cases amounting to felony and all civil matters 

 

439 Mo. Const. Art. V, § 6 (2018).  
440 Id. at § 26 (1), Mo. Rev. Stat. 479.020., para. 7. 
441 Judicial Personnel, Missouri Courts Judicial Branch of Government, 

https://www.courts.mo.gov/page.jsp?id=631#:~:text=Missouri%20has%20423%20judges%20and,the%20Missouri

%20Court%20of%20Appeals. 
442 Missouri Circuit Court Judicial Workload Assessment Study, National Center for State Courts (2007), 

https://www.courts.mo.gov/file.jsp?id=56908.    
443 U.S. Census state population for 2021, https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/MO.   
444 Mont. Const. Art. VII, §§1, 3 (2021) (“[t]he supreme court consists of one chief justice and four justices, but the 

legislature may increase the number of justices from four to six”), 4; About Judicial Branch, Montana Judicial 

Branch,  

https://courts.mt.gov/aboutus#:~:text=About%20Judicial%20Branch,The%20Workers%27%20Compensation%20C

ourt.  
445 About Judicial Branch, id.  

https://www.courts.mo.gov/page.jsp?id=631#:~:text=Missouri%20has%20423%20judges%20and,the%20Missouri%20Court%20of%20Appeals
https://www.courts.mo.gov/page.jsp?id=631#:~:text=Missouri%20has%20423%20judges%20and,the%20Missouri%20Court%20of%20Appeals
https://www.courts.mo.gov/file.jsp?id=56908
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/MO
https://courts.mt.gov/aboutus#:~:text=About%20Judicial%20Branch,The%20Workers%27%20Compensation%20Court
https://courts.mt.gov/aboutus#:~:text=About%20Judicial%20Branch,The%20Workers%27%20Compensation%20Court
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and cases at law and in equity.”446  Each county has at least one elected 

Justice of the Peace.447 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Supreme Court Justices and District Court Judges are elected.448  If a mid-

term vacancy occurs, the governor appoints a replacement.449 If the governor 

fails to appoint within thirty days after receipt of nominees, the Chief Justice 

will make the appointment.  These appointments are then confirmed by the 

senate.  That judge must then stand for election at the following election.450 

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court fills any vacancy for the Chief Water 

Judge or Associate Water Judge.451 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

The Montana Constitution provides that the “legislature shall divide the state 

into judicial districts and provide for the number of judges in each district.”452 

How often? Montana began using the weighted caseload system in 2007.453  In 2022, 

NCSC conducted the study for Montana.454  NCSC also performed a study in 

2014.455  Montana reports case processing measures quarterly including case 

clearance rates and on-time case processing rates.456  The report also includes 

established timeframes by case type: child abuse and neglect 457 days; civil 

730 days; criminal 270 days; family 270 days; involuntary commitment 180 

days; juvenile 180 days probate/guardianship 730 days.  

Factors 

considered? 

 

Allocation 

and 

Assignment of 

Judges 

The Supreme Court’s “Chief Justice may, upon request of the District Judge, 

assign District Judges and other judges for temporary service from one district 

to another, and from one county to another.”457 

 

446 Mont. Const. Art. VII., §4 (2021). 
447 Mont. Const. Art. VII., §5 (2021). 
448 2022 election results for 2 Supreme Court seats.  https://apps.montanafreepress.org/election-guide-

2022/?_gl=1*43qybc*_ga*YW1wLTA5UmFseF8wQ095NWY3STdJbmpQdmc.  
449 Mont. S.B. No. 140, Reg. Leg. Session (Mont. 2021).  
450 Mont. Const. Art. VII., §8 (2021).  
451 See S.B. 140, supra note 408.   
452 Mont. Const. Art. VII., §6(1)(2) (2021). 
453 Acourts.mt.gov, Report of Recommendations for the 

Adoption, Implementation and Integration of a Court Management Tools System 

for the Montana District Courts May 2010 at 6/21. 

https://courts.mt.gov/external/dcourt/measures/report_recommendation.pdf. 
454 Final Report: State of Montana: Workload Assessment Study of District Court Judicial Officers,  

https://courts.mt.gov/external/dcourt/stats/workload/caseload-study2022.pdf. 
455 https://courts.mt.gov/external/dcourt/stats/workload/caseload-study2014.pdf.   
456 https://courts.mt.gov/external/dcourt/measures/2022/3rd.pdf.   
457 Id. at §6(3). 

https://apps.montanafreepress.org/election-guide-2022/?_gl=1*43qybc*_ga*YW1wLTA5UmFseF8wQ095NWY3STdJbmpQdmc
https://apps.montanafreepress.org/election-guide-2022/?_gl=1*43qybc*_ga*YW1wLTA5UmFseF8wQ095NWY3STdJbmpQdmc
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcourts.mt.gov%2Fexternal%2Fdcourt%2Fmeasures%2Freport_recommendation.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Camasley%40nycourts.gov%7C28d04313baa14aad841d08dac42b9b79%7C3456fe92cbd1406db5a35364bec0a833%7C0%7C0%7C638037989118311808%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eWYqw0px0ahbvYRZbiSdviQANcxEWYa2HCoJDoDx9bY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcourts.mt.gov%2Fexternal%2Fdcourt%2Fstats%2Fworkload%2Fcaseload-study2022.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Camasley%40nycourts.gov%7Ce871aeefc4d54b4c1d2208dac42c4566%7C3456fe92cbd1406db5a35364bec0a833%7C0%7C0%7C638037992263102697%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BgYqeHXvokjgeOGSu6aB0WIzMkmwUTitS%2BX%2FkV0bDOk%3D&reserved=0
https://courts.mt.gov/external/dcourt/stats/workload/caseload-study2014.pdf
https://courts.mt.gov/external/dcourt/measures/2022/3rd.pdf
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Judicial 

Retirements 

No retirement age.458 

Number of 

Judges  

Montana has 7 Supreme Court Judges with 8 year terms and 46 District 

Court Judges with 6 year terms and four years for Justice of the Peace.459 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

Montana’s legislature created a “District Court council”, comprised of nine 

members, whose responsibilities including adopting policies and procedures, 

subject to review by the Supreme Court, concerning District Court issues, 

including: (a) workload; (b) resource allocation among the District 

Courts…[and] shall provide reports to the legislature and Supreme Court 

upon request.”460  The judiciary contracted the help of the National Center 

for State Courts to develop a model for judicial need assessment.  The 

National Center for State Courts used the caseload weighted model and 

concluded that Montana needed 16 more judges to effectively handle the 

caseload.461  

Population 1,104,271.462 

Cases Filed or 

pending and 

backlogs 

In 2021, 54,955 new cases were filed.463  576 appeals filed in 2020.464 

 

 

27. Nebraska 

Courts The judiciary of Nebraska is composed of a Supreme Court, Court of 

Appeals, District Courts, County Courts, Juvenile Courts, Workers 

Compensation Court, Problem-Solving Courts (a/k/a Drug Courts).465  The 

District Courts are the trial courts of general jurisdiction.466   

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

The judges of the Supreme Court are appointed by the Governor.467 “One 

judge of the Court of Appeals shall be appointed by the Governor from each 

Supreme Court judicial district.”468  Since 1997, the Chief Judge of the Court 

 

458 https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement.   
459 About Judicial Branch, supra note, 442; District Courts, Montana Judicial Branch, 

https://courts.mt.gov/courts/dcourt/#:~:text=Montana%27s%2056%20District%20Courts%20are,by%2046%20Distr

ict%20Court%20Judges. Mont. Const. Art. VII., §7(2) (2021). 
460 Mont. Code. § 3-1-1602 (2021). 
461 National Center for State Courts, Montana District Court Judicial Weighted Caseload Study, pg. 10 (2014), 

https://courts.mt.gov/External/dcourt/docs/2014weightedcaseload.pdf. The NCSC applied the caseload weighted 

model by measuring cases in terms of minutes, multiplying it by case filings, and dividing it by the judge-year value 

in minutes, minute non-case related time, and plus travel, equaling to the judicial resource needs. 
462 U.S. Census state population for 2021, https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/MT.  
463 2022 Montana  District Court Performance Measures. Statistics, https://courts.mt.gov/Courts/Statistics/dcstats.  
464 2020 New Filings Overview Report, Courts.mt.gov, https://courts.mt.gov/external/overview20.pdf. 
465 Neb. Const. Art. V, §1 (2019); Neb. Rev. Stat. § 24-1101 (2019); see generally, Courts, State of Nebraska 

Judicial Branch, https://supremecourt.nebraska.gov/courts.  
466 Neb. Const. Art. V., §9 (2019).   
467 Supreme Court, Nebraska Judicial Branch, https://supremecourt.nebraska.gov/courts/supreme-

court#:~:text=The%20Supreme%20Court%20consists%20of,by%20a%20judicial%20nominating%20commission. 
468Id. 

https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement
https://courts.mt.gov/courts/dcourt/#:~:text=Montana%27s%2056%20District%20Courts%20are,by%2046%20District%20Court%20Judges
https://courts.mt.gov/courts/dcourt/#:~:text=Montana%27s%2056%20District%20Courts%20are,by%2046%20District%20Court%20Judges
https://courts.mt.gov/External/dcourt/docs/2014weightedcaseload.pdf
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/MT
https://courts.mt.gov/Courts/Statistics/dcstats
https://courts.mt.gov/external/overview20.pdf
https://supremecourt.nebraska.gov/courts
https://supremecourt.nebraska.gov/courts/supreme-court#:~:text=The%20Supreme%20Court%20consists%20of,by%20a%20judicial%20nominating%20commission
https://supremecourt.nebraska.gov/courts/supreme-court#:~:text=The%20Supreme%20Court%20consists%20of,by%20a%20judicial%20nominating%20commission
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of Appeals is elected by the judges of the Court of Appeals, and ratified by 

the Supreme Court, to two-year terms.469  There are retention elections every 

six years.470 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

The Nebraska Constitution provides that “the Legislature may change the 

number of judges of the District Courts…”471  The Legislature directed “the 

State Court Administrator shall compile uniform and accurate statistics 

which will assist in the evaluation of judicial workloads.  The judicial 

workload statistics shall be based on caseload numbers weighted by category 

of case.”472 

How often? Annually.473 

Factors 

considered? 

The Legislature created the “Judicial Resource Commission” (“JRC”) to 

“hold a hearing to determine whether [] a new judgeship is appropriate in 

any judicial district or a reduction in judgeships is appropriate in any judicial 

district.”474 The JRC “also examine[s] current caseload statistics and make[s] 

any appropriate recommendations for the more balanced use of existing 

judicial resources.”475 Ultimately, the JRC drafts and submits this report 

annually to the Nebraska Legislature, Governor and Supreme Court.476  In 

making a determination as to whether additional or fewer judges are 

necessary for Nebraska, the Judicial Resource Commission considers:  “(a) 

its analysis of judicial workload statistics compiled pursuant to section 24-

1007, (b) whether litigants in the judicial district have adequate access to the 

courts, (c) the population of the judicial district, (d) other judicial duties and 

travel time involved within the judicial district, and (e) other factors 

determined by the Supreme Court to be necessary to assure efficiency and 

maximum service.”477  A recommendation from the JRC is necessary for the 

Nebraska Legislature to create an additional seat, but it is not bound by the 

JRC recommendation.478   

Allocation 

and 

Assignment of 

Judges 

“ The District Judges may interchange and hold each other's court. “479A 

District Judge may appoint by order a consenting county judge residing in 

the district to act as a District Judge in specific instances on any matter over 

which the District Court has determined that it has jurisdiction over the 

parties and subject matter, except appeals from the County Court.” 480 “In an 

effort to more efficiently administer the caseload, the presiding judges of the 

 

469 Neb. Rev. Stat. § 24-1101 (2019); 
470 Voter’s Guide to Nebraska’s Judicial Retention Elections, Nebraska Judicial Branch, 

https://supremecourt.nebraska.gov/public/vote. 
471 Neb. Const. Art. V., §11(2019). 
472 Neb. Rev. Stat. § 24-1007 (2019). 
473 Id. at § 24-1205. 
474 Id. at § 24-1205. 
475 Id.  
476 Id. 
477 Id. at § 24-1206(1). 
478 Id. at §1206(2). 
479 Neb. Rev. Stat. § 24-312(1) (2019). 
480 Id. at (2). 

https://supremecourt.nebraska.gov/public/vote
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District Court and County Court in each judicial district may assign between 

the courts cases involving domestic relations matters as defined in 

section 25-2740 and Class IV felony cases. The presiding judges shall 

annually review the caseload of the two benches and determine whether to 

reassign cases involving domestic relations matters as defined in section 25-

2740 and Class IV felony cases. The consent of the parties shall not be 

required for such cases.”481 

Judicial 

Retirements 

No mandatory retirement age. “The Legislature may provide that any judge 

of the Supreme Court or judge of the Appellate Court created pursuant to 

Article V, section 1, of this Constitution who has retired may be called upon 

for temporary duty by the Supreme Court.  Whenever necessary for the 

prompt submission and determination of causes, the Supreme Court may 

appoint judges of the District Court or the Appellate Court to act as 

Associate Judges of the Supreme Court.”482 

Number of 

Judges  

Nebraska has 7 Supreme Court Judges, 6 Court of Appeals Judges and 55 

District Court Judges.483 

 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

“In 2019-2020, the Supreme Court and the Administrative Office of the Courts 

and Probation (AOCP) conducted a statewide judicial time study,” with the 

assistance of NCSC using “a new weighting methodology and standards”484  

Population 1,963,692485 

Cases Filed or 

pending and 

backlogs 

35,795 new cases were filed in 2021486 and 246,459 in District Courts.487 

 

 

28. Nevada 

Courts The court system in Nevada is composed of a Supreme Court, an 

Intermediate Court of Appeals, District Courts of general jurisdiction, 

Municipal Courts, and Justice Courts.488    The District Courts include 

 

481 Id. at (3). 
482 Neb. Const. Art. V., §2 (2019).  
483 Supreme Court Justices, Nebraska Judicial Branch, https://supremecourt.nebraska.gov/directories/district-court-

judges; Court of Appeals Judges, Nebraska Judicial Branch, https://supremecourt.nebraska.gov/directories/court-

appeal-judges; District Court Judges, Nebraska Judicial Branch, 

https://supremecourt.nebraska.gov/directories/district-court-judges.  
484 Nebraska Judicial Workload Assessment Final Report, October 2020, https://supremecourt.nebraska.gov/forms-

publications.  
485 U.S. Census state population for 2021, https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/NE. 
486 Nebraska Judicial Branch, annual Caseload Report District Courts, 

https://supremecourt.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/district-court-caseload-FY-2021.pdf.  
487 Nebraska Judicial Branch, annual Caseload Report County Courts, 

https://supremecourt.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/CC-annual-caseload-fy2022.pdf.  
488 Supreme Court of Nevada, About the Nevada Judiciary, 

https://nvcourts.gov/Supreme/court_information/about_the_nevada_judiciary/.  

https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=25-2740
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=25-2740
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=25-2740
https://supremecourt.nebraska.gov/directories/district-court-judges
https://supremecourt.nebraska.gov/directories/district-court-judges
https://supremecourt.nebraska.gov/directories/court-appeal-judges
https://supremecourt.nebraska.gov/directories/court-appeal-judges
https://supremecourt.nebraska.gov/directories/district-court-judges
https://supremecourt.nebraska.gov/forms-publications
https://supremecourt.nebraska.gov/forms-publications
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/NE
https://supremecourt.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/district-court-caseload-FY-2021.pdf
https://supremecourt.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/CC-annual-caseload-fy2022.pdf
https://nvcourts.gov/Supreme/court_information/about_the_nevada_judiciary/
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family, civil, and criminal parts, and hear appeals from Justice and 

Municipal Courts which hear traffic and parking citations, misdemeanor 

criminal, housing, and certain civil cases under $15,000.489  For estates over 

$20,000 and under $200,000, probate is a court monitored process, but over 

$200,000 where an executor or administrator is appointed, the court is 

involved.490 The Supreme Court is the administrative center for Nevada 

courts491 with the Supreme Court appointing a Director of the Administrative 

Office of the Courts to support the Chief Justice in fulfilling that role.492 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Nonpartisan elections for six-year terms.493  The Chief Justice serves a two-

year term as chief which is based on seniority; if more than one judge has 

seniority, then the Chief Judge is chosen by lot.494 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

The Constitution provides for a Chief Judge and two or more Associate 

Justices in the Supreme Court;495 which the Legislature increased in 1997 to 

seven.496  In addition three justices serve on the Court of Appeals, a court 

created in 2014 as a “deflective model” based on such courts in Iowa, Idaho 

and Mississippi;497 it hears one third of all appeals from District Courts filed 

with the Supreme Court which assigns cases to the Court of Appeals.498  The 

Legislature determines the number of judges that serve each district of the 

District Court and the number of judges for each Justice Court.499 For 

districts with populations over 100,000, the District Court will have a family 

part.  The Chief Judge may assign District Judges to the family part on a 

temporary basis.500  If a District Court Judge is assigned to family part for 

more than 90 days, then mandatory training is required.501  District Court 

Judges may not be assigned to Family Court on a rotating basis.502 The 

 

489 Supreme Court of Nevada, About the Nevada Judiciary, 

https://nvcourts.gov/supreme/court_information/about_the_nevada_judiciary/.  
490 Nevada Bar Information Brochure, Probate and Administration of Estates, https://www.nvbar.org/wp-

content/uploads/probate%20and%20administration.pdf.  
491 Supreme Court of Nevada, About the Nevada Judiciary, 

https://nvcourts.gov/supreme/court_information/about_the_nevada_judiciary/.  
492 “Nevada Supreme Court Appoints Katherine Stocks as Director of the Administrative Office of the Courts and 

State Court Administrator,” Nevada Business, Feb. 17, 2021, Nevadabusiness.com.   
493 Nev. Const., Art. 6, §§ 3, 3A, 4, 5. 
494 Supreme Court of Nevada, About the Nevada Judiciary, 

https://nvcourts.gov/supreme/court_information/overview_of_the_supreme_court_and_court_of_appeals/.  
495 Nev. Const. Art. 6, §2. 
496 Supreme Court of Nevada, About the Nevada Judiciary, 

https://nvcourts.gov/supreme/court_information/overview_of_the_supreme_court_and_court_of_appeals/.  
497 Supreme Court of Nevada, About the Nevada Judiciary, 

https://nvcourts.gov/supreme/court_information/court_of_appeals/.  
498 Supreme Court of Nevada, About the Nevada Judiciary, 

https://nvcourts.gov/Supreme/court_information/overview_of_the_supreme_court_and_court_of_appeals/.  
499 Policy and Program Report: Nevada’s Court System, Research Division, Nevada Legislature Counsel Bureau, 1-

4. https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Division/Research/Publications/PandPReport/26-NCS.pdf.  
500 NRS §3.0105(2). 
501 NRS §3.0105 (4). 
502 NRS §3.0105 (4). 

https://nvcourts.gov/supreme/court_information/about_the_nevada_judiciary/
https://www.nvbar.org/wp-content/uploads/probate%20and%20administration.pdf
https://www.nvbar.org/wp-content/uploads/probate%20and%20administration.pdf
https://nvcourts.gov/supreme/court_information/about_the_nevada_judiciary/
https://nvcourts.gov/supreme/court_information/overview_of_the_supreme_court_and_court_of_appeals/
https://nvcourts.gov/supreme/court_information/overview_of_the_supreme_court_and_court_of_appeals/
https://nvcourts.gov/supreme/court_information/court_of_appeals/
https://nvcourts.gov/Supreme/court_information/overview_of_the_supreme_court_and_court_of_appeals/
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Division/Research/Publications/PandPReport/26-NCS.pdf
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Legislature determines how many District Court Judges for each district who 

are Family Court Judges and sets the number of non-family court judges in 

each district.503 

How often 

evaluated? 

 

Factors 

considered 

 

Allocation 

and 

Assignment of 

Judges 

The District, Justice, and Municipal Trial Courts are organized into eleven 

judicial districts among Nevada’s 17 counties.504 

Court of Appeals Judges may be assigned by the Supreme Court to assist in 

the District Courts.505 

Judicial 

Retirements 

No retirement age.506 

Number of 

Judges  

Of 189 judges, 30 are Municipal Judges, of which 8 also serve as Justices of 

the Peace, 67 are judges in Justice Courts, of which 8 also serve as Justices 

of the Peace, and 82 District Court Judges.507 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

When a vacancy occurs before the expiration of a term of office in the 

Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, or District Court, the Governor fills the 

vacancy.508  

Population 3,104,614509 

Cases filed 

annually or 

pending and 

backlogs 

692,323 filed in Trial Courts.510 

 

 

29. New Hampshire 

Courts The judiciary of New Hampshire is composed of a Supreme Court and 

Superior Courts according to the constitution. 511  The Superior Courts are 

 

503 NRS §§3.011-3.0197;  Nevada Legislature, Chapter 3 - District Courts, 

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Division/Legal/LawLibrary/NRS/NRS-003.html.   
504 Supreme Court of Nevada, About the Nevada Judiciary, 

https://nvcourts.gov/supreme/court_information/overview_of_the_supreme_court_and_court_of_appeals/.  
505 Nev. Const. Art. 6, 3A (4). 
506 See also, Mandatory judicial retirement ages by state as of March 14, 2022, 

https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement.  
507 Supreme Court of Nevada, About the Nevada Judiciary, 

https://nvcourts.gov/supreme/court_information/about_the_nevada_judiciary/.   
508 Supreme Court of Nevada, Commission on Judicial Selection Overview, 

https://nvcourts.gov/AOC/committees_and_commissions/judicial_selection/overview/.  
509 United States Census Bureau, U.S. Population 2020, Quick Facts Nevada, 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/NV.  
510 Supreme Court of Nevada, Trial Court Statistics, https://nvcourts.gov/aoc/statistics.  
511 N.H. Const., Part 2, Art. 72-a. 

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Division/Legal/LawLibrary/NRS/NRS-003.html
https://nvcourts.gov/supreme/court_information/overview_of_the_supreme_court_and_court_of_appeals/
https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement
https://nvcourts.gov/supreme/court_information/about_the_nevada_judiciary/
https://nvcourts.gov/AOC/committees_and_commissions/judicial_selection/overview/
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/NV
https://nvcourts.gov/aoc/statistics
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the “Trial [Courts] of general jurisdiction”512  With its constitutional 

authority to establish lower courts, the Legislature created the Circuit 

Courts which consist of the district division, probate division,513 and family 

division; there are 10 circuits; one for each county.514  The Chief Justice of 

the Supreme Court is the administrative leader of all of the courts515 who is 

selected based on seniority and serves a 5 year term.516  The Chief Justice is 

assisted by the director of the Administrative Office of the Courts who is 

appointed by the Chief Judge.517  The 24-member judicial council addresses 

issues of the administration of justice.518 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Judges are appointed by the governor and confirmed by a majority of the 

Executive Council.519  There is no term of office; it is effectively life tenure 

during good behavior520 until the mandatory retirement age of 70.  

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

The Legislature has the authority to alter the number of judicial seats.521 

In 1998, the Institute for Court Management proposed using a weighted 

caseload analysis in New Hampshire.522  In 2005, NCSC assisted New 

Hampshire with a weighted caseload analysis.523  In 2011, New Hampshire 

enacted a statute codifying calculation of weighted caseloads for a variety 

of purposes including budgeting, assigning support staff and calculating 

salaries for part-time judges in the district and Probate Courts.524  
How often 

evaluated? 

Annually525 

Factors 

considered 

The Legislature directed that the “Supreme Court shall establish and revise 

as needed a weighted case value, relating the judicial time required for each 

type of case included in the court's jurisdiction, which when multiplied by 

the caseload of each court will produce the number of weighted case units 

 

512 N.H. Const., Part 2, Art. 72-a. 
513 N.H. Const., Part 2, Art. 80. 
514New Hampshire Judicial Branch, Our Courts, Circuit Court, https://www.courts.nh.gov/our-courts/circuit-court.  
515 N.H. Const., Part 2, Art. 73-a 
516 N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 490:1. 
517 New Hampshire Judicial Branch, Administrative Office of the Courts,  https://www.courts.nh.gov/our-

courts/supreme-court/about/administrative-office-courts.  
518 New Hampshire Judicial Branch, Our Courts, Supreme Court, https://www.courts.nh.gov/our-courts/supreme-

court/about.  
519 New Hampshire Judicial Branch, Our Courts, https://www.courts.nh.gov/our-courts.  
520 N.H. Const., Part 2, Art. 73. 
521 N.H. Const., Part 2, Art. 4; N.H. Rev. Stat. § 490-F:11 (2019); N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 490-F:7 (circuit court 

judges) N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 490:1 (supreme court judges); N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 491:1 (superior court judges). 
522 Proposal for a Judicial Weighted Caseload in the New Hampshire Superior Courts - Court Management - 

National Center for State Courts (oclc.org), https://ncsc.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/ctadmin/id/524/.  
523 Kleiman, M., Hewitt, W.E. and Ostrom, B.J., 2005. New Hampshire Judicial Needs 

Assessment, 2005. A report to the New Hampshire Administrative Office of the 

Courts. Williamsburg, VA: National Center for State Courts. 
524 N.H. Rev. Stat. § 490-F:11, 12, 14 (2019). 
525 N.H. Rev. Stat. § 490-F:11 (2019). 

https://www.courts.nh.gov/our-courts/circuit-court
https://www.courts.nh.gov/our-courts/supreme-court/about/administrative-office-courts
https://www.courts.nh.gov/our-courts/supreme-court/about/administrative-office-courts
https://www.courts.nh.gov/our-courts/supreme-court/about
https://www.courts.nh.gov/our-courts/supreme-court/about
https://www.courts.nh.gov/our-courts
https://ncsc.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/ctadmin/id/524/
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for that court” to calculate the “number of judicial positions required in the 

Circuit Court.”526   

Allocation and 

Assignment of 

Judges 

“After assessing caseload needs and requirements and consulting with the 

administrative judges, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court may assign 

any Superior Court Judge to hear cases in the District Court.”527  “When the 

business of the Superior Court requires it, and upon request of the Chief or 

Senior Associate Justice of that court, the Chief or Senior Associate Justice 

of the Supreme Court may, if not inconsistent with the proper advancement 

of the business of the Supreme Court, assign himself or some other justice 

of the Supreme Court to preside and serve in the Superior Court.”528 

Judicial need and weighted caseloads shall be considered in making 

assignments in Circuit Courts.529 

Judicial 

Retirements 

Mandatory retirement age is 70.530 

Number of 

Judges  

79:5 judges in Supreme Court; 22 Superior Court Judges plus 4 active 

senior judges;531 and 46 Circuit Court Judges, 2 active senior judges.  

Assisted by: 21: 11 retired judges serving as referees, 8 referees, and 2 

marital masters.532  

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

The Supreme Court considers population, caseload, judicial time, and 

efficiency, available judicial resources, the needs of the Circuit Court, and 

other relevant criteria before requesting the governor and council to 

designate a sitting part-time judge as a full-time judge.533  The governor and 

council are not bound by that recommendation.534  Upon designation, that 

judge shall become full-time.535  The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 

fills temporary vacancies on the Supreme Court with retired judges or 

judges from the lower courts.536 

Population 1,377,529537 

Cases filed 

annually or 

pending and 

In 2021, 82,432 cases were filed in the District Division, while 14,779 cases 

were filed in the Superior Court.538 

 

526 N.H. Rev. Stat. § 490-F:11 (2019). 
527 N.H. Rev. Stat. § 491:3-a (2019). 
528 N.H. Rev. Stat. § 491:3 (2019). 
529 N.H. Rev. Stat. § 490–F:5. 
530 N.H. Const., Part 2, Art. 78.  N.H. Rev. Stat. § 493:2 (2019). See also, Mandatory judicial retirement ages by 

state, https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement.  
531 New Hampshire Judicial Branch, Our Courts, https://www.courts.nh.gov/our-courts.  
532 New Hampshire Judicial Branch, Our Courts, https://www.courts.nh.gov/our-courts.  
533 N.H. Rev. Stat. § 490-F:7 (IV) (2019). 
534 N.H. Rev. Stat. § 490-F:7 (IV) (2019). 
535 N.H. Rev. Stat. § 490-F:7 (IV) (2019). 
536 N.H. Rev. Stat. §490:3 (2018). 
537 United States Census Bureau, U.S. Population 2020, Quick Facts New Hampshire, 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/NH.  
538 New Hampshire Judicial Branch, Data & Reports (2022), https://www.courts.nh.gov/media/data-reports.   

https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement
https://www.courts.nh.gov/our-courts
https://www.courts.nh.gov/our-courts
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/NH
https://www.courts.nh.gov/media/data-reports
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backlogs Cases 

Filed annually 

 

 

30. New Jersey 

Courts The New Jersey judiciary consists of a Supreme Court and a Superior Court 

established by the Constitution, and courts of limited jurisdiction created by 

the legislature including the Tax Court and Municipal Courts.539 The 

Superior Court includes an Appellate Division which hears appeals from the 

Superior Court.540  The Chief Judge is the administrative head of the courts, 

and is assisted by an Administrative Director, who is appointed by the Chief 

Judge. 541  

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

The Chief Judge and all judges and justices, except those who serve in the 

Municipal Courts, are nominated by the governor and confirmed by the 

state senate542 all of whom are appointed to initial seven-year terms, after 

which they may serve until age 70 if reappointed.543  Municipal Court 

Judges are selected by a town’s governing body for three-year terms, and 

they may be reappointed, but get no tenure.544 The Chief Justice of the 

Supreme Court assigns Superior Court Judges to the Appellate Division 

“for terms fixed by rules of the Supreme Court.”545   

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

Legislature determines the number of judges, but the Constitution requires 

that each county have at least two judges.546 

How often 

evaluated? 

 

Factors 

considered 

 

Allocation and 

Assignment of 

Judges  

The Chief Justice of the New Jersey Supreme Court may assign judges to 

different parts of the court system.  They may also “elevate Superior Court 

Judges to the Appellate Division to hear appeals.”547 

 

539 N.J. Const. Art. VI, § 1, ¶ 1; The New Jersey Courts: A Guide to the Judicial Process, The New Jersey Courts, 

form 12246 at 9, https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/forms/12246_guide_judicial_process.pdf.  
540 N.J. Const. Art. VI, §3, ¶¶2, 3.  
541 N.J. Const. Art. VI, §7, ¶1. 
542 N.J. Const. Art. VI, § 6, §7, ¶¶ 1, 2. 
543 N.J. Const. Art. VI, § 6, §7, ¶3. 
544 The New Jersey Courts: A Guide to the Judicial Process, The New Jersey Courts, form 12246 at 9, 

https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/forms/12246_guide_judicial_process.pdf.  
545 N.J. Const. Art. VII, §7, ¶2. 
546 N.J. Const. Art. VI, § 3, ¶ 1. 
547 Colleen O’Dea, Explainer: How Do Our Judges Make it to the Bench in New Jersey? New Jersey Spotlight, 

https://www.njspotlight.com/stories/14/06/02/explainer-how-judges-make-it-to-the-bench-in-new-jersey/.  

https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/forms/12246_guide_judicial_process.pdf
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/forms/12246_guide_judicial_process.pdf
https://www.njspotlight.com/stories/14/06/02/explainer-how-judges-make-it-to-the-bench-in-new-jersey/
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Judicial 

Retirements 

70 years of age.548 

Number of 

Judges  

1,021: 7 Supreme Court Judges; 32 judges in the Appellate Division of the 

Superior Court; 460 Superior Court Judges; 12 Tax Court; and 510 

Municipal Court Judges.549 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

The Chief Justice of the New Jersey Supreme Court may “elevate the most 

senior Appellate Judges to the Supreme Court to fill vacancies.”550 

Population 9,288,994551 

Cases filed 

annually or 

pending and 

backlogs 

5.46 million in Trial Courts,552 4.8 million of which were filed in Municipal 

Courts.553 

 

 

31. New Mexico 

Courts The judiciary of New Mexico is composed of a Supreme Court, a Court of 

Appeals, District Courts, Magistrate Courts, Municipal Courts, and Probate 

Courts.554  The Legislature may establish courts inferior to the District 

Courts.555 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

“Each Justice of the Supreme Court, judge of the Court of Appeals, District 

Judge or Metropolitan Court Judge shall have been elected to that position in 

a partisan election prior to being eligible for a nonpartisan retention election.  

Thereafter, each such justice or judge shall be subject to retention or 

rejection on a nonpartisan ballot.”556  “Each District Judge shall be subject to 

retention or rejection in like manner at the general election every sixth 

year.”557 

 

548 N.J. Const. Art. VI, § 6, ¶ 3.  See also, Mandatory judicial retirement ages by state as of March 14, 2022, 

https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement.  
549 The New Jersey Courts: A Guide to the Judicial Process, The New Jersey Courts, Structure of the New Jersey 

Courts, form 12246, https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/forms/12246_guide_judicial_process.pdf.  
550 Colleen O’Dea, Explainer: How Do Our Judges Make it to the Bench in New Jersey? New Jersey Spotlight, 

https://www.njspotlight.com/stories/14/06/02/explainer-how-judges-make-it-to-the-bench-in-new-jersey/.  
551 United States Census Bureau, U.S. Population 2020, Quick Facts New Jersey, 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/NJ.  
552 Annual Report of the New Jersey Courts, Court Year 2020-21 at 52. 
553 Municipal Courts hear “motor vehicle and parking tickets, minor criminal-type offenses, municipal ordinance 

offenses and other minor offenses. A municipal court usually has jurisdiction only over cases that occur within the 

boundaries of its municipality.”  Annual Report of the New Jersey Courts Court Year 2020-21 at 27.  
554 N.M. Const. Art. VI., § 1. 
555 N.M. Const. Art. VI., § 1. 
556 N.M. Const. Art. VI., § 33(A). 
557 N.M. Const. Art. VI., § 33(C). 

https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/forms/12246_guide_judicial_process.pdf
https://www.njspotlight.com/stories/14/06/02/explainer-how-judges-make-it-to-the-bench-in-new-jersey/
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/NJ
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Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

The state is divided into judicial districts to which at least one judge must be 

assigned.558  “The Legislature may increase the number of District Court 

judges in any judicial district, and they shall be elected or appointed as other 

District Judges for that district”559   “[T]he Legislature may rearrange the 

districts of the state, increase the number thereof, and make provision for a 

District Judge for any additional district.”560 

How often 

evaluated? 

In the last ten years, 26 new district judicial seats have been created.561  

While there is no schedule for when the number of judges is assessed, judges 

have been added on a regular basis.562 

Factors 

considered 

A study conducted by the National Center for State Courts in 2019 indicated 

that there was a statewide need for additional judicial officers based on a 

weighted caseload study.563 

Allocation 

and 

Assignment of 

Judges 

 

Judicial 

Retirements 

No retirement age.564 

“If any District Judge is disqualified from hearing any cause or is unable to 

expeditiously dispose of any cause in the district, the Chief Justice of the 

Supreme Court may designate any retired New Mexico District Judge, Court 

of Appeals Judge or Supreme Court Justice, with said designees' consent, to 

hear and determine the cause and to act as District Judge pro tempore for 

such cause.”565 

Number of 

Judges 

Of 311 judges, 15 are in Appellate Courts, while 94 are in District Courts, 

l69 are in Municipal Courts and 33 in Probate Courts.566 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

“Whenever the public business may require, the Chief Justice of the 

Supreme Court shall designate any District Judge of the state, or any Justice 

of the Supreme Court when no District Judge may be available within a 

reasonable time, to hold court in any district, and two or more judges may sit 

in any district or county separately at the same time.”567 

Population 2,117,522568 

 

558 N.M. Const. Art. VI., § 12. 
559 N.M. Const. Art. VI., § 16. 
560 N.M. Const. Art. VI., § 16. 
561 New Mexico Legislative Finance Committee, Legislating for Results: Appropriation Recommendations, Vol. 2 

55th Leg. (1st Sess. 2021). 
562 See e.g., NM Stat. § 34-6-5 (2020) (adding judgeships in the Second Judicial District in 1993, 1995, 1997, 2005, 

2007, 2014, and 2020). 
563 New Mexico State-Funded Courts Judicial Officer Workload Assessment Study, 2019, National Center for State 

Courts, 26,  https://www.nmcourts.gov/court-administration/reports-and-policies/.  
564 Mandatory judicial retirement ages by state as of March 14, 2022, https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement.  
565 N.M. Const. Art. VI., § 15(C). 
566 New Mexico Courts, About the Courts, https://www.nmcourts.gov/court-administration/about-the-courts/.  
567 N.M. Const. Art. VI., § 15. 
568 United States Census Bureau, U.S. Population 2020, Quick Facts New Mexico, 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/NM.  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nmcourts.gov%2Fcourt-administration%2Freports-and-policies%2F&data=05%7C01%7Camasley%40nycourts.gov%7C727d3a466a89479ba84108da340b2cb1%7C3456fe92cbd1406db5a35364bec0a833%7C0%7C0%7C637879520020034501%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mT7xOtOmrDD7JV6zbp7ybBsmAltzDqMytomy%2F421ocU%3D&reserved=0
https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement
https://www.nmcourts.gov/court-administration/about-the-courts/
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/NM
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Cases filed 

annually or 

pending and 

backlogs  

253,462569 

 

 

32. North Carolina 

Courts The judiciary of North Carolina consists of a Supreme Court, a Court of 

Appeals, Superior Court, and District Courts.570  The Superior Court is the 

court of general jurisdiction.571 

 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

District Court Judges are elected for four-year terms.572  The Chief Justice of 

the Supreme Court designates the Chief District Judge for each district.573 

For each county, the senior regular resident Judge of the Superior Court 

serving the county appoints magistrates.574  “Justices of the Supreme Court, 

Judges of the Court of Appeals, and regular Judges of the Superior Court 

shall be elected by the qualified voters and shall hold office for terms of 

eight years and until their successors are elected and qualified.”575  

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

According to the Constitution, the Supreme Court consists of a Chief Justice 

and six Associate Judges, but the General Assembly may increase the 

number of Associate Justices to no more than eight.576  The number of 

District Judges and Magistrates is determined by the General Assembly.577 

The General Assembly also determines the structure, organization, and 

composition of the Court of Appeals, with the court having no less than five 

members.578    
How often 

evaluated? 

“[F]rom time to time.”579  The number of judges per district was last 

evaluated in 2021.580 

Factors 

considered 

 

Allocation 

and 

For Superior Courts, “the General Assembly may, from time to time, divide 

the state into a convenient number of Superior Court judicial districts and 

shall provide for the election of one or more Superior Court Judges for each 

 

569 This number represents a combined average of district and magistrate court cases between 2015 and 2018.  New 

Mexico State-Funded Courts Judicial Officer Workload Assessment Study, 2019, National Center for State Courts, 4, 

https://www.nmcourts.gov/court-administration/reports-and-policies/. 
570 N.C. Const. Art. IV §§ 6,7, 9, 10, 12. 
571 N.C. Const. Art. IV §12. 
572 N.C. Const. Art. IV § 10. 
573 N.C. Const. Art. IV § 10. 
574 N.C. Const. Art. IV § 10. 
575 N.C. Const. Art. IV § 16. 
576 N.C. Const. Art. IV § 6(1).  
577 N.C. Const. Art. IV § 10.  
578 N.C. Const. Art. IV § 7.  
579 N.C. Const. Art. IV § 10.  
580 N.C. G.S. Art. 7 § 7A-41, Art. 13 § 133. 

https://www.nmcourts.gov/court-administration/reports-and-policies/
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Assignment of 

Judges 

district.”581  As for District Courts, the state constitution provides that the 

General Assembly may, divide the State into a convenient number of local 

court districts and shall prescribe where the District Courts shall sit.582    
Judicial 

Retirements 

“The General Assembly shall provide by general law for the retirement of 

justices and judges of the General Court of Justice and may provide for the 

temporary recall of any retired justice or judge to serve on the court or courts 

of the division from which he was retired.  The General Assembly shall also 

prescribe maximum age limits for service as a justice or judge.”583  The 

mandatory retirement age is 72.584 

Number of 

Judges 

Of 402 judges, 380 are Trial Judges.585 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, assigns Judges of the Superior 

Court and may transfer District Judges from one district to another for 

temporary or specialized duty.586  ”The principle of rotating Superior Court 

Judges among the various districts of a division is a salutary one and shall be 

observed. “587   

The Governor fills vacancies until the next election “[u]nless otherwise 

provided in the Constitution.”588  

Population 10,439,388589 

Cases filed 

annually or 

pending and 

backlogs  

2 million 590 

 

 

33. North Dakota 

Courts North Dakota’s judicial system includes a Supreme Court, District Courts, 

and Municipal Courts.591  The Supreme Court is empowered to constitute 

 

581 N.C. Const. Art. IV § 9(1).  
582 N.C. Const. Art. IV § 10. 
583 N.C. Const. Art. IV § 8. 
584 North Carolina Judicial Branch, Court Officials, https://www.nccourts.gov/learn/court-officials#header-container.   

See also, Mandatory judicial retirement ages by state as of March 14, 2022, 

https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement.  
585 Shea Denning, Facts and Figures for the North Carolina Court System, North Carolina Criminal Law: A UNC 

School of Government Blog, https://nccriminallaw.sog.unc.edu/facts-and-figures-for-the-north-carolina-court-

system/.  
586 N.C. Const. Art. IV §11. 
587 N.C. Const. Art. IV §11. 
588 N.C. Const. Art. IV § 19. 
589 United States Census Bureau, U.S. Population 2020, Quick Facts North Carolina, 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/NC.  
590 North Carolina Judicial Branch, Civil Overall Caseload Activity Report at 3, 6, 

https://www.nccourts.gov/assets/documents/publications/2020-21-Statistical-Operational-Report-Trial-

Courts.pdf?VersionId=Y8wggSx39zxjAOdTY.5MyapS_nHnsbPB.  
591 N.D. Const. Art. VI, §§ 2, 8; State of North Dakota Courts, Municipal Courts, https://www.ndcourts.gov/other-

courts/municipal-courts.  

https://www.nccourts.gov/learn/court-officials#header-container
https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement
https://nccriminallaw.sog.unc.edu/facts-and-figures-for-the-north-carolina-court-system/
https://nccriminallaw.sog.unc.edu/facts-and-figures-for-the-north-carolina-court-system/
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/NC
https://www.nccourts.gov/assets/documents/publications/2020-21-Statistical-Operational-Report-Trial-Courts.pdf?VersionId=Y8wggSx39zxjAOdTY.5MyapS_nHnsbPB
https://www.nccourts.gov/assets/documents/publications/2020-21-Statistical-Operational-Report-Trial-Courts.pdf?VersionId=Y8wggSx39zxjAOdTY.5MyapS_nHnsbPB
https://www.ndcourts.gov/other-courts/municipal-courts
https://www.ndcourts.gov/other-courts/municipal-courts
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a Court of Appeals consisting of a three-member panel chosen from active 

and retired District Court Judges, retired Supreme Court Justices, and 

lawyers. The Court of Appeals only hears cases specifically assigned to it 

by the Supreme Court, which is done only infrequently.592 The Chief Judge 

is elected by their peers to a five-year term and is the administrative head of 

the judicial system.593 “The court has created the Administrative Council to 

serve as an advisory body to the Chief Justice in carrying out his 

administrative duties.  The North Dakota Constitution requires the Chief 

Justice to appoint a State Court Administrator to assist in managing the 

court system.”594  “The District Courts are also the Appellate Courts of first 

instance for appeals from the decisions of many administrative 

agencies.”595  

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Judges for the Supreme Court, and District and Municipal Courts are 

elected by nonpartisan election. 596  District Court Judges have to six-year 

terms.597  
 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

By statute, the judicial districts in North Dakota and the number of judges 

in each of the judicial districts are as designated by rule of the Supreme 

Court.598  The North Dakota court system uses a weighted caseload method 

to determine when and where judges, court staff, and Juvenile Court staff 

are needed.599   

How often 

evaluated? 

The court uses a rolling 2-year average of the weighted caseload as a factor 

in determining where judges or staff are needed.600  North Dakota has used 

a weighted caseload system for 25 years.601 

Factors 

considered 

To determine the base weights for the weighted caseload method, all 

judges, clerk staff, and Juvenile Court officers in the state record their daily 

activities for a designated period.  This data is then used to assign “weights” 

to various case types based on the average amount of time that is needed to 

process each type of case.  The weight is then multiplied by the frequency 

of cases filed. To determine judge or staff need, the North Dakota Court 

system takes the number that is reached by multiplying the weighted 

caseloads and number of cases filed in a year and divides it by the amount 

of judge or staff time currently available.602 

 

592 N.D.C.C §§ 27-02.1-02, 27-02.1-03. 
593 State of North Dakota Courts, Supreme Court, https://www.ndcourts.gov/supreme-court.  
594 State of North Dakota Courts, About Us, https://www.ndcourts.gov/about-us.  
595 State of North Dakota Courts, District Court, https://www.ndcourts.gov/district-court.  
596 N.D. Const. Art. VI §§ 7, 9. 
597 State of North Dakota Courts, District Court, https://www.ndcourts.gov/district-court.  
598 N.D.C.C § 27-05-01.  
599 State of North Dakota Courts, Understanding How the Court Uses Weighted Caseload Statistics, 

https://www.ndcourts.gov/Media/Default/Court%20Administration/Research-Planning/WCL%20explanation.pdf.   
600 Id.  
601 Id.  
602 Id.  

https://www.ndcourts.gov/legal-resources/rules/ndsupctadminr/22
https://www.ndcourts.gov/sally-holewa
https://www.ndcourts.gov/supreme-court
https://www.ndcourts.gov/about-us
https://www.ndcourts.gov/district-court
https://www.ndcourts.gov/district-court
https://www.ndcourts.gov/Media/Default/Court%20Administration/Research-Planning/WCL%20explanation.pdf
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Allocation and 

Assignment of 

Judges 

The District Courts are organized into eight judicial districts operating 

within four administrative units.603 The Supreme Court may also transfer a 

District Judge to any location in which a judge is necessary for effective 

judicial administration.604   

Judicial 

Retirements 

There is no mandatory retirement age, however, if a judge is eligible for 

retirement and does not retire by age 73, they will waive all retirement 

benefits.605 

Number of 

Judges  

Of 132 judges, 5 are Appellate Judges, 52 are District Court Judges and the 

balance are Municipal Judges.606 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

If a vacancy in the office of District Judge occurs, the Supreme Court must 

determine whether the vacancy should be filled or whether the vacant office 

should be abolished or transferred.  If the vacancy is to be filled, the 

governor may either fill the vacancy by appointing a candidate from a list of 

nominees submitted by the Judicial Nominating Committee or by calling a 

special election to fill the vacancy.  If the vacancy is filled by the 

nomination process, the appointed judge serves for a minimum of two years 

and then until the next general election, at which time the office is filled by 

election for the remainder of the term.607 

Population 779,094608 

Cases filed 

annually or 

pending and 

backlogs  

159,127609 

 

 

34. Ohio 

Courts Ohio’s court system is composed of a Supreme Court, a Court of Appeals, 

the Court of Common Pleas, and Municipal and County Courts.610  Terms 

are six years.611 

 

Appointment/ Election.612  

 

603 Id.  
604 N.D.C.C § 27-05-02.1(3). 
605 N.D.C.C § 27-17-01(1). See also, Mandatory judicial retirement ages by state as of March 14, 2022, 

https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement.  
606 State of North Dakota Courts, District Court, https://www.ndcourts.gov/district-court; State of North Dakota 

Courts, Municipal Courts, https://www.ndcourts.gov/other-courts/municipal-courts; State of North Dakota Courts, 

Supreme Court, https://www.ndcourts.gov/supreme-court.   
607 State of North Dakota Courts, District Court, https://www.ndcourts.gov/district-court.  
608 United States Census Bureau, U.S. Population 2020, Quick Facts North Dakota, 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/ND.  
609 State of North Dakota Courts, 2000-2021 Case Filing Statistics, https://www.ndcourts.gov/state-court-

administration/research-and-planning.  
610 Ohio Const. Art. IV, §§ 1; Ohio Title XIX 1901.01. 
611 Ohio Const. Art. IV, § 6(A). 
612 Ohio Const. Art. IV, § 6.; Ohio Title XIX 1901.06; Ohio Const. Art. IV, § 6(A)(3). 

https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement
https://www.ndcourts.gov/district-court
https://www.ndcourts.gov/other-courts/municipal-courts
https://www.ndcourts.gov/supreme-court
https://www.ndcourts.gov/district-court
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/ND
https://www.ndcourts.gov/state-court-administration/research-and-planning
https://www.ndcourts.gov/state-court-administration/research-and-planning
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Election/ 

Other 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

Legislature.613  
 

How often 

evaluated? 

Judges submit caseload summaries on a monthly basis to the Case 

Management Section of the Ohio Supreme Court.614 

Factors 

considered 

The number of judges in each appellate district depends on a variety of 

factors, including the district’s population and its caseload.615  A greater 

ratio of outgoing cases to incoming cases signifies a higher clearance rate, 

which means most of the work given to judges has been completed over a 

fixed amount of time. 616 

Allocation and 

Assignment of 

Judges 

There is a court of common pleas in each of the 88 counties. Specific courts 

of common pleas may be divided into separate divisions by the General 

Assembly, including general, domestic relations, juvenile and probate 

divisions.617 

Judicial 

Retirements 

70.618  “Any voluntarily retired judge, or any judge who is retired under this 

section, may be assigned with his consent, by the Chief Justice or Acting 

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court to active duty as a judge and while so 

serving shall receive the established compensation for such office, 

computed upon a per diem basis, in addition to any retirement benefits to 

which he may be entitled.”619 

Number of 

Judges 

76 Appellate Judges and 391 Trial Court Judges.620 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

The governor fills vacancies.621 

 

613 Ohio Const. Art. IV, § 15; Ohio R.C. § 2301.02. 
614 Ohio Sup. R. 37. 
615 The Supreme Court of Ohio, 2018 Ohio Courts Statistical Summary, 15 (June 2019), 

https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/Publications/annrep/18OCSR/2018OCS.pdf.  
616 The Supreme Court of Ohio, 2018 Ohio Courts Statistical Summary, 3-4 (June 2019), 

https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/Publications/annrep/18OCSR/2018OCS.pdf.  
617 The Supreme Court of Ohio & The Ohio Judicial System, Judicial System Structure, 

https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/courts/judicial-system/judicial-system-structure/.  
618 Ohio Const. Art. IV, § 6(C).  See also, Mandatory judicial retirement ages by state as of March 14, 2022, 

https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement.  
619 Ohio Const. Art. IV, § 6(C).  
620 Ballotpedia, Courts in Ohio, https://ballotpedia.org/Courts_in_Ohio#cite_ref-courts_4-0; The Supreme Court of 

Ohio & The Ohio Judicial System, Judicial System Structure, https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/courts/judicial-

system/judicial-system-structure/; The Supreme Court of Ohio & The Ohio Judicial System, Ohio Courts of 

Appeals, https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/courts/judicial-system/ohio-court-of-appeals/.   
621 Ohio Const. Art. IV, § 13. 

https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/Publications/annrep/18OCSR/2018OCS.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/Publications/annrep/18OCSR/2018OCS.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/courts/judicial-system/judicial-system-structure/
https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement
https://ballotpedia.org/Courts_in_Ohio#cite_ref-courts_4-0
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/courts/judicial-system/judicial-system-structure/
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/courts/judicial-system/judicial-system-structure/
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/courts/judicial-system/ohio-court-of-appeals/
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Population 11,799,448622 

Cases filed 

annually or 

pending and 

backlogs  

170,460623 

 

 

35. Oklahoma 

Courts The court system in Oklahoma consists of a Supreme Court, a Court of 

Criminal Appeals, a Court of Civil Appeals, District Courts of General 

Jurisdiction, and Courts of Limited Jurisdiction (i.e., Municipal Courts).624 

The Chief Judge of the Supreme Court is the administrative head of the 

court system.625 
 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

The judges of the Supreme Court, the Criminal Court of Appeals, and the 

Court of Civil Appeals are appointed by the governor,626 for six-year terms 

after which there are retention elections.627 “Each Justice shall be from a 

separate district of the State.”628   Judges for the District Courts are 

elected629 to four-year terms.630 The Supreme Court Judges select the Chief 

Justice and Vice Chief Justice for two-year terms.631 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

The Constitution provides that the Supreme Court shall consist of 9 judges, 

and the Legislature may change the number of judges.632  The Legislature 

sets the number of judicial seats in other courts.633 However, “[t]he Chief 

Justice of the Supreme Court may authorize the appointment of such 

additional special judges [to the District Courts] as may be necessary for the 

proper administration of justice.  Such additional special judges shall be 

appointed after application by a majority of the District Judges of a judicial 

administrative district, stating the reason why an additional special judge is 

needed.  Such additional judges need not be based upon population 

figures.”634 

 

622 United States Census Bureau, U.S. Population 2020. United States Census Bureau, Quick Facts Ohio (July 1, 

2021), https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/OH.  
623 State of Ohio Courts of Common Pleas, General Division, Caseload and Performance Measures, 

https://analytics.das.ohio.gov/t/SCPUB/views/FormA-judge-state-PROD/CaseloadandPerformance.  
624 OK Const. Art. VII, §§ 1, 7. 
625 Oklahoma Supreme Court, History and Traditions,  https://oksc.oscn.net/history-and-traditions/.   
626 Court Facts, Oklahoma Court System https://courtfacts.org/courtsystem/.   
627 Oklahoma Policy Institute, https://okpolicy.org/judges-ballot-oklahoma-need-know/.  
628 OK Const. Art VII, § 2. 
629 OK Const. Art VII, § 9.  
630 Oklahoma Policy Institute, https://okpolicy.org/judges-ballot-oklahoma-need-know/.  
631 OK Const. Art VII, § 2. 
632 OK Const. Art VII, § 2. 
633 See 20 OK Stat. §§ 1, 30.2, 92 et seq., 122 (2020).  
634 20 OK Stat. § 20-122 (2021). 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/OH
https://analytics.das.ohio.gov/t/SCPUB/views/FormA-judge-state-PROD/CaseloadandPerformance
https://oksc.oscn.net/history-and-traditions/
https://courtfacts.org/courtsystem/
https://okpolicy.org/judges-ballot-oklahoma-need-know/
https://okpolicy.org/judges-ballot-oklahoma-need-know/
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How often 

evaluated? 

For most districts, the number of judges was set in 1980, and has not 

changed, however several districts added positions in 2003 and 2013.635 

Factors 

considered 

 

Allocation and 

Assignment of 

Judges 

The state is divided into 26 District Court judicial districts.636 

Judicial 

Retirements 

There is no current mandatory retirement age,637 but the Constitution allows 

the Legislature to set a mandatory retirement age or call for retirement after 

a certain number of years of service.638 

Number of 

Judges  

640 judges: 26 Appellate Judges; 241 Trial Judges in the court of general 

jurisdiction of which 89 are Special Judges; 241 Municipal Court Judges.639 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

In addition to the judges added by the Chief Judge, a “special judge shall be 

appointed on the basis of one special judge for each county within the 

administrative district with a population of at least twenty-four thousand 

(24,000), as determined by the 1960 Federal Decennial Census.  An 

additional special judge shall be appointed for each additional fifty 

thousand (50,000) in population in a county within the administrative 

district, as determined by the 1960 Federal Decennial Census.  Such 

appointment may be made from any county in the administrative district. 

Such appointments shall be made by the District Judges in their respective 

judicial administrative districts.”640  

If an associate District Judge seat becomes vacant, “a special judge may be 

appointed within the judicial administrative district to hold office for the 

duration of said vacancy or incapacity,” and the special judge may finish 

pending cases that have been tried when the departing judge returns to the 

bench.641 

Population 3,959,353642 

Cases filed 

annually or 

Not available.643 

 

635 20 OK Stat. § 20-92 et seq. (2020). 
636 20 OK Stat. § 20-92.1 (2020). 
637 Oklahoma Policy Institute, https://okpolicy.org/judges-ballot-oklahoma-need-know/. See also, Mandatory 

judicial retirement ages by state as of March 14, 2022, https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement.  
638 OK Const. Art VII, § 11(c). 
639 Oklahoma State Court Network, The Third Branch: The Supreme Court of the State of Oklahoma 2017, at 7 

https://www.oscn.net/static/osc-ojs-brochure-online.pdf.  Municipal Court judges, some of which are part-time. 
640 20 OK Stat. § 20-122(1) (2020). 
641 20 OK Stat. § 20-122(3) (2020). 
642 United States Census Bureau, U.S. Population 2020, Quick Facts Oklahoma (July 1, 2021), 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/OK.  
643 The number of cases filed in Oklahoma could not be located.  Generally, the number of cases filed in state courts 

is a difficult to locate.  Moreover, the data is not reported in a comparable way.   However, 39 states, including New 

York, report statistics to the Court Statistics Project.  https://www.courtstatistics.org/court-statistics/interactive-

caseload-data-displays/csp-stat-nav-cards-first-row/csp-stat-overview.   Oklahoma does not.  

https://okpolicy.org/judges-ballot-oklahoma-need-know/
https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement
https://www.oscn.net/static/osc-ojs-brochure-online.pdf
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/OK
https://www.courtstatistics.org/court-statistics/interactive-caseload-data-displays/csp-stat-nav-cards-first-row/csp-stat-overview
https://www.courtstatistics.org/court-statistics/interactive-caseload-data-displays/csp-stat-nav-cards-first-row/csp-stat-overview
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pending and 

backlogs  

 

 

36. Oregon 

Courts The judiciary of Oregon consists of a Supreme Court,644 a Court of Appeals, 

Circuit Courts (divided into 27 judicial districts), County Courts, Justice 

Courts, Municipal Courts, and Tax Courts.645   

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

The judges of the Supreme and other courts are elected and serve six-year 

terms.646  If a judge position becomes vacant before the end of the term (due 

to a judge resignation, retirement, or death in office), the Governor may 

appoint a new judge to fill the vacancy until the next general election. The 

appointed judge must then run.647 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judge seats 

and How? 

The number of Circuit Court Judges are determined by the Legislature.648 In 

2019, at the request of the Chief Justice, the Oregon House proposed a bill 

increasing the number of Circuit Court Judges from 173 to 187,649 but only 

two seats were authorized.650 In 2000, 2010 and 2015, NCSC conducted a 

judicial workload analysis in Oregon courts.651 

How often 

evaluated? 

There is no specifically prescribed time, but the statute that pertains to the 

number of judicial districts and Circuit Court Judges for each judicial 

district was amended in 1997, 2001, 2005, 2017 and 2019.652 

Factors 

considered 

In the Chief Justice’s Recommended Budget for 2021-23, she noted that 

“[w]hen translating case filings into actual workload based on the amount 

of staff time needed to process a case from initiation to post-judgment 

activity, Oregon courts have not been staffed adequately to meet workload 

demands even as caseload has declined.”653  She listed many factors that 

contributed to this, including: social distancing requirements, increased 

alternatives to incarceration, increased federal and state requirements, 

increased interactions with judicial system partners, increased case 

complexity, legislatively mandated changes affecting court procedures, and 

 

644 The Constitution created the Supreme Court and any other courts created by law.  OR Const. Art VII, § 1. 
645 Office of the State Court Administrator, Oregon’s Courts, 

https://www.courts.oregon.gov/about/Documents/Oregon%27s%20Courts_11-20-19.pdf.  
646 OR Const. Art. VII, § 1.   
647 Office of the State Court Administrator, Oregon’s Courts, 

https://www.courts.oregon.gov/about/Documents/Oregon%27s%20Courts_11-20-19.pdf.  
648 OR Rev. Stat. § 3.012 (2019) 
649 H.R. 2239, 80th Leg. (OR 2019). 
650 2019 Oregon Legislation Highlights, Oregon State Bar at 13-2 and 13-5, 

https://www.osbar.org/_docs/lawimprove/2019LegislationHighlights.pdf.  
651 NCSC. https://ncsc.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/ctadmin/id/770/;  https://www.sji.gov/wp-

content/uploads/ORCOAWorkloadFinalReport.pdf; 

https://ncsc.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/api/collection/ctadmin/id/2159/download.  
652 OR Rev. Stat. § 3.012 (2019). 
653 Oregon Judicial Department, Chief Justice’s Recommended Budget: 2021-23 Biennium, 107 (Dec. 2020), 

https://www.courts.oregon.gov/about/Documents/2021-23CJBudget.pdf.  

https://www.courts.oregon.gov/about/Documents/Oregon%27s%20Courts_11-20-19.pdf
https://www.courts.oregon.gov/about/Documents/Oregon%27s%20Courts_11-20-19.pdf
https://www.osbar.org/_docs/lawimprove/2019LegislationHighlights.pdf
https://ncsc.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/ctadmin/id/770/
https://www.sji.gov/wp-content/uploads/ORCOAWorkloadFinalReport.pdf
https://www.sji.gov/wp-content/uploads/ORCOAWorkloadFinalReport.pdf
https://ncsc.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/api/collection/ctadmin/id/2159/download
https://www.courts.oregon.gov/about/Documents/2021-23CJBudget.pdf
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reductions in county services leading to courts absorbing work traditionally 

done by external agencies.654 

Allocation and 

Assignment of 

Judges 

The Constitution allows the Legislature or the people to empower the 

Supreme Court to assign judges of inferior courts to serve temporarily 

outside of the districts in which they were elected.655 

Judicial 

Retirements 

Mandatory retirement is 75,656 but retired judges may be recalled as senior 

judges to temporary service to the court in which they serve,657 or to the 

Supreme Court.658 

Number of 

Judges 

Of 211 judges, 187 are Trial Court Judges.659 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

The Supreme Court may appoint members of the bar as judges pro tempore 

to inferior courts.660 

Population 4,237,256661 

Cases filed 

annually or 

pending and 

backlogs  

456,613662 

 

 

37. Pennsylvania 

Courts The judicial system of Pennsylvania consists of a Supreme Court, the 

Superior Court, the Commonwealth Court, Courts of Common Pleas, the 

Trial Courts of General Jurisdiction,663 Community Courts, and Municipal 

Courts.664  The terms are 10 years, except for Municipal Courts where the 

terms are 6 years.665  The Supreme Court has a Chief Justice who is selected 

by seniority.666  The Superior Court has a President Judge who is selected 

 

654 Oregon Judicial Department, Chief Justice’s Recommended Budget: 2021-23 Biennium, 107 (Dec. 2020), 

https://www.courts.oregon.gov/about/Documents/2021-23CJBudget.pdf.  
655 OR Const. Art. VII, § 2a. 
656 Mandatory judicial retirement ages by state as of March 14, 2022, https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement.  
657 OR Const. Art. VII, § 1a. 
658 OR Const. Art. VII, § 2a. 
659 Office of the State Court Administrator, Oregon’s Courts.  (Nov. 20, 2019), 

https://www.courts.oregon.gov/about/Documents/Oregon%27s%20Courts_11-20-19.pdf; OR Rev. Stat. § 3.012 

(2019). 
660 OR Const. Art. VII, § 2a. 
661 United States Census Bureau, U.S. Population 2020, Quick Facts Oregon, 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/OR.   
662 Oregon Judicial Branch, State Trial Courts: 2020 Cases Filed, 

https://www.courts.oregon.gov/about/Documents/2020CasesFiled.pdf.   
663 Unified Judicial System of Pennsylvania,  https://www.pacourts.us/courts/courts-of-common-pleas.  
664 Pa. Const. Art. V, § 1.  
665 Pa. Const. Art. V, § 15(a). 
666 Pa. Const. Art. V, § 10(d). 

https://www.courts.oregon.gov/about/Documents/2021-23CJBudget.pdf
https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement
https://www.courts.oregon.gov/about/Documents/Oregon%27s%20Courts_11-20-19.pdf
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/OR
https://www.courts.oregon.gov/about/Documents/2020CasesFiled.pdf
https://www.pacourts.us/courts/courts-of-common-pleas
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by seniority.667 “The president judges of all other courts shall be selected 

for five-year terms by the members of their respective courts.”668  If there is 

a tie vote, the Supreme Court selects the President Judge.669 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Partisan elections.670  However, after their first term, judges, other than 

Magisterial Judges, run in nonpartisan retention elections.671   

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

Legislature.672  The Constitution provides: “The General Assembly shall by 

law establish classes of magisterial districts solely on the basis of 

population and population density”673  In 2017, the National Center for 

State Courts partnered with the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania 

Courts to perform an updated judicial needs assessment that demonstrated 

that between 2015 and 2017, there was an average need for 9 additional 

judges across all counties in the Court of Common Pleas.674  This was 

calculated using case weights, case filings, judge-year values, utilization 

rates, and judge complement and demand.675 

How often 

evaluated? 

Periodic.  Last assessment reported in February 2019 based on 2017 data.676 

Factors 

considered 

The latest study used case weights, case filings, judge-year values, 

utilization rates and judge complement and demand.677 

Allocation and 

Assignment of 

Judges  

There must be at least one Court of Common Pleas, or Trial Court, for each 

judicial district.678  The number and boundaries of the judicial districts are 

set by the General Assembly with the advice and consent of the Supreme 

Court.679 

Judicial 

Retirements 

Mandatory retirement is 75.680  A former or retired justice or judge may, 

with their consent, may be assigned by the Supreme Court on temporary 

judicial service as may be prescribed by rule of the Supreme Court.681 

Number of 

Judges  

Of 1,028 judges, 459 are Court of Common Pleas Judges, 511 Magisterial 

Judges and 27 Philadelphia Municipal Court Judges.682 

 

667 Pa. Const. Art. V, §§ 3, 11(b). 
668 Pa. Const. Art. V, § 10(d). 
669 Pa. Const. Art. V, § 10(d). 
670 Pa. Const. Art. V, § 13(a); Pennsylvanians for Modern Courts, Current Judicial Selection Process – Elections 

(2019), https://www.pmconline.org/current-judge-selection-process.   
671Unified Judicial System of Pennsylvania,  https://www.pacourts.us/learn/how-judges-are-elected/. 
672 Pa. Const. Art. V, §§ 3-5. 
673 Pa. Const. Art. V, § 7(b). 
674 Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts, Common Pleas Judicial Needs Assessment Project: Annual 

Update with 2017 Data, 7, http://www.pacourts.us/assets/files/setting-6666/file-7588.pdf?cb=e90094.  
675 Id.  
676 Id. 
677 Id. 
678 Pa. Const. Art. V, § 5. 
679 Pa. Const. Art. V, § 11. 
680 Pa. Const. Art. V, § 16(b). See also, Mandatory judicial retirement ages by state as of March 14, 2022, 

https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement.  
681 Pa. Const. Art. V, § 16(c).  
682 The Unified Judicial System of Pennsylvania, Learn, https://www.pacourts.us/learn.  

https://www.pmconline.org/current-judge-selection-process
https://www.pacourts.us/learn/how-judges-are-elected/
http://www.pacourts.us/assets/files/setting-6666/file-7588.pdf?cb=e90094
https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement
https://www.pacourts.us/learn
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Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

The Governor fills vacancies “with the advice and consent of two-thirds of 

the members elected to the Senate, except in the case of Justices of the 

Peace which shall be by a majority.  The person so appointed shall serve for 

a term ending on the first Monday of January following the next municipal 

election more than ten months after the vacancy occurs or for the remainder 

of the unexpired term whichever is less, except in the case of persons 

selected as additional judges to the Superior Court, where the General 

Assembly may stagger and fix the length of the initial terms of such 

additional judges by reference to any of the first, second and third 

municipal elections more than ten months after the additional judges are 

selected.”683 

Population 13,002,700684 

 

Cases filed 

annually or 

pending and 

backlogs  

2,044,847685 

 

 

38. Rhode Island 

Courts The Supreme Court,686 the Superior Court,687 the Trial Court of General 

Jurisdiction,688 a District Court,689 a Family Court,690 a Probate Court,691 

Workers Compensation Court,692 and the Traffic Tribunal.693  Judges have 

lifetime tenure.694 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

The Governor fills vacancies on the Rhode Island Supreme Court with the 

advice and consent of the senate, and the house of representatives.695  

The Governor fills any vacancy on  the Rhode Island, 

Superior Court, Family Court, District, Workers’ Compensation Court, A

dministrative Adjudication Court, or any other state court with the advice 

and consent of the senate.696  

 

683 Pa. Const. Art. V., § 13(b). 
684 United States Census Bureau, U.S. Population 2020, United States Census Bureau, Quick Facts Pennsylvania, 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/PA.  
685 Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts, 2020 Caseload Statistics of the Unified Judicial System of 

Pennsylvania, https://www.pacourts.us/Storage/media/pdfs/20220110/171116-2020reportonline.pdf.  
686 R.I. Const. Art. X, §1  
687 R.I. Gen. L. § 8-2-1 (2021). 
688 Rhode Island Judiciary, https://www.courts.ri.gov/Courts/SuperiorCourt/Pages/default.aspx. 
689 R.I. Gen. L. § 8-8-1 (2021). 
690 R.I. Gen. L. § 8-10-3 (2021). 
691 R.I. Gen. L. § 8-9 (2021). 
692 https://www.courts.ri.gov/PDF/Court_Structure.pdf. 
693 R.I. Gen. L. § 8-8.2-1 (2021).  
694 R.I. Const. Art. X, § 5. 
695 R.I. Const. Art. X, § 4. 
696 R.I. Const. Art. X, § 4. 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/PA
https://www.pacourts.us/Storage/media/pdfs/20220110/171116-2020reportonline.pdf
https://www.courts.ri.gov/Courts/SuperiorCourt/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.courts.ri.gov/PDF/Court_Structure.pdf
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Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

The Legislature.697 

How often 

evaluated? 

There is no schedule.  The statute setting the number of Superior Court 

Judges was amended most recently in 1995.698 

Factors 

considered 

The Rhode Island Judiciary publishes an annual report, which includes 

caseload data charts setting out the number of judges, vacancies, 

employees, facilities, cases filed, and case dispositions.699 

Allocation and 

Assignment of 

Judges 

A Superior Court shall be held at such times and places as shall be 

appointed by law, by such of the justices thereof as shall be designated from 

time to time by the presiding justice.700 

Judicial 

Retirements 

Rhode Island is the only state with lifetime tenure for judges; there is no 

mandatory retirement age.701 

Cases filed 

annually or 

pending and 

backlogs 

Number of 

Judges  

Of 64 judges, 5 are Appellate Judges, 22 are Superior Court Judges, and the 

balance are from lower courts.702  There are also 21 magistrates in various 

courts.703 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

While Rhode Island Courts appear to analyze workloads internally, in 2017, 

the Rhode Island Public Defender conducted a study of the Rhode Island 

Defender system and attorney workload standards with the assistance of 

BlumShairo, the American Bar Association Standing Committee on Legal 

Aid and Indigent Defendants and the National Association of Criminal 

Defense Lawyers.704 

Population 1,097,379705 

Cases filed 

annually or 

133,269706 

 

697 See R.I. Gen. L. §§ 8-2-1, 8-8-1, 8-10-3.  
698 See R.I. Gen. L. § 8-2-1. 
699 Rhode Island Judiciary, Rhode Island Judiciary 2020 Annual Report, 28-34, 

https://www.courts.ri.gov/PublicResources/annualreports/PDF/2020.pdf.  
700 See R.I. Gen. L. § 8-2-3 (2021).  
701 R.I. Const. Art. X, § 5.  See also, Mandatory judicial retirement ages by state as of March 14, 2022, 

https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement.  
702 Rhode Island Judiciary, Rhode Island Court Structure, https://www.courts.ri.gov/PDF/Court_Structure.pdf.   
703 Rhode Island Judiciary, Rhode Island Court Structure, https://www.courts.ri.gov/PDF/Court_Structure.pdf.  
704 National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, 

https://nacdl.org/Document/TheRhodeIslandProjectStudyofRIPDSystemandWorkloads. 
705 United States Census Bureau, U.S. Population 2020, Quick Facts Rhode Island, 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/RI/PST045221.  
706 Rhode Island Judiciary, Rhode Island Judiciary 2020 Annual Report, 28, 

https://www.courts.ri.gov/PublicResources/annualreports/PDF/2020.pdf. 

https://www.courts.ri.gov/PublicResources/annualreports/PDF/2020.pdf
https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement
https://www.courts.ri.gov/PDF/Court_Structure.pdf
https://www.courts.ri.gov/PDF/Court_Structure.pdf
https://nacdl.org/Document/TheRhodeIslandProjectStudyofRIPDSystemandWorkloads
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/RI/PST045221
https://www.courts.ri.gov/PublicResources/annualreports/PDF/2020.pdf
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pending and 

backlogs 

 

 

39. South Carolina 

Courts The judiciary of South Carolina consists of the Supreme Court, the Court of 

Appeals, Circuit Court, the Trial Court of General Jurisdiction,707 Family 

Courts, Magistrate Courts, Municipal Courts, and Probate Courts.708  The 

Circuit Court “has a Civil Court, the Court of Common Pleas, and a 

Criminal Court, the Court of General Sessions. In addition to its general 

trial jurisdiction, the Circuit Court has limited appellate jurisdiction over 

appeals from the Probate Court, Magistrate's Court, and Municipal Court.”  

Supreme Court terms are 10 years.709  Terms in the Court of Appeals and 

Circuit Court are 6 years.710 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Judges are “elected by a joint public vote of the General Assembly.”711   

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

The General Assembly may provide for additional Circuit Judges that 

would be assigned by the Chief Justice and are elected in the same manner 

as all other judges.712   

How often 

evaluated? 

 

Factors 

considered 

 

Allocation and 

Assignment of 

Judges 

All Circuit Court Judges are systematically rotated to different circuits as 

directed by the Chief Judge.713 

Judicial 

Retirements 

The mandatory judicial retirement age is 72.714 

 

707 S.C. Const. Art. V, § 11. 
708 S.C. Const. Art. V, § 1; South Carolina Judicial Branch, Overview of SC Judicial System, 

https://www.sccourts.org/OverviewofSCJudicialSystem.cfm.  
709 S.C. Const. Art. V, § 3. 
710 S.C. Const. Art. V, §§ 8, 13. 
711 S.C. Const. Art. V, §§ 3, 8, 13.  
712 S.C. Const. Art. V, § 13.   
713 S.C. Const. Art. V, § 14. 
714 S.C. Code Ann. § 22-1-25; see Jeffrey Collins, SC Chief Justice Jean Toal Faces Mandatory Retirement (Dec. 

25, 2015), https://abcnews4.com/news/lowcountry-and-state-politics/sc-chief-justice-jean-toal-faces-mandatory-

retirement.   See also, Mandatory judicial retirement ages by state as of March 14, 2022, 

https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement.  

https://www.sccourts.org/OverviewofSCJudicialSystem.cfm
https://abcnews4.com/news/lowcountry-and-state-politics/sc-chief-justice-jean-toal-faces-mandatory-retirement
https://abcnews4.com/news/lowcountry-and-state-politics/sc-chief-justice-jean-toal-faces-mandatory-retirement
https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement
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Number of 

Judges  

Of 63 judges, 49 are Trial Court Judges.715 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

Governor may appoint to fill a vacancy of less than one year.716  Further, 

“[t]he General Assembly shall also provide for the temporary appointment 

of men learned in the law to sit as special justices and judges when the 

necessity for such appointment shall arise.”717 

Population 5,118,425718 

Cases filed 

annually or 

pending and 

backlogs 

In 2019-2020, 83,376 cases were filed in the Court of Common Pleas and 

132,117 in the Court of General Sessions.719   

 

 

40. South Dakota 

Courts The judiciary of South Dakota includes a Supreme Court, Circuit Courts, 

and Magistrate Courts.720 The Circuit Courts are the Trial Courts of General 

Jurisdiction.721   

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Supreme Court Judges are appointed by the Governor; each one of five 

districts has a seat.722  Supreme Court Judges run in nonpolitical retention 

elections after three years and every eight years thereafter.723  Circuit 

Judges are selected in non-partisan elections for 8-year terms.724 “The Chief 

Justice shall be selected from among the Justices of the Supreme Court for a 

term and in a manner to be provided by law.  The Chief Justice may resign 

his office without resigning from the Supreme Court.”725  The Chief 

Justice’s term is four years.726 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

“The Circuit Courts consist of such number of circuits and judges as the 

Supreme Court determines by rule.”727 

 

715 South Carolina Judicial Branch, Circuit Courts, https://www.sccourts.org/circuitcourt/; South Carolina Judicial 

Branch, Supreme Court, https://www.sccourts.org/supreme/index.cfm; South Carolina Judicial Branch, Court of 

Appeals, https://www.sccourts.org/appeals/.  
716 S.C. Const. Art. V, § 18. 
717 S.C. Const. Art. V, § 19. 
718 United States Census Bureau, U.S. Population 2020, Quick Facts South Carolina, 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/SC.  
719 South Carolina Courts, www.sccourts.org/trends/. 
720 S.D. Const. Art. V, §§ 1-4. 
721 S.D. Const. Art. V, § 1. 
722 South Dakota Courts, State Fiscal Year 2020 Annual Statistical Report of the South Dakota Unified Judicial 

System, 4 (Oct. 2020), https://ujs.sd.gov/uploads/annual/fy2020/FY2020AnnualReportEntireReport.pdf.  
723 S.D. Const. Art. V, § 7. 
724 S.D. Const. Art. V, § 7. 
725 S.D. Const. Art. V, § 8. 
726 Ballotpedia, South Dakota, 

https://ballotpedia.org/South_Dakota_Supreme_Court#:~:text=The%20chief%20justice%20is%20selected,to%20fo

ur%2Dyear%20renewable%20terms.  
727 S.D. Const. Art. V, § 3. 

https://www.sccourts.org/circuitcourt/
https://www.sccourts.org/supreme/index.cfm
https://www.sccourts.org/appeals/
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/SC
http://www.sccourts.org/trends/
https://ujs.sd.gov/uploads/annual/fy2020/FY2020AnnualReportEntireReport.pdf
https://ballotpedia.org/South_Dakota_Supreme_Court#:~:text=The%20chief%20justice%20is%20selected,to%20four%2Dyear%20renewable%20terms
https://ballotpedia.org/South_Dakota_Supreme_Court#:~:text=The%20chief%20justice%20is%20selected,to%20four%2Dyear%20renewable%20terms
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Judicial Seats 

and How? 

How often 

evaluated? 

The statute which states the number of Circuit Court Judges was updated in 

2000, 2003, 2006, 2009, 2015, 2019, 2021.728 

Factors 

considered 

The National Center for State Courts used a weighted caseload model to 

objectively determine judicial resource needs in the Trial Courts, which 

included the use of case weights applied to new case filings and the total 

amount of judicial time required to process the caseload to calculate the 

total judicial time available each year per Circuit Judge.729  Accordingly, 

the number of judicial seats is continuously adjusted to need.730 

Allocation and 

Assignment of 

Judges  

The Chief Justice may assign any Circuit Judge to sit on a Circuit Court 

different from the one in which they were elected, or on the Supreme Court 

if the need arises.  The Chief Justice may authorize a justice to sit as a judge 

in any Circuit Court.731 

Judicial 

Retirements 

The mandatory retirement age is 70.732  The Chief Justice may authorize 

retired justices and judges to perform any judicial duties.733  
Number of 

Judges  

Of 60 judges, 44 are Circuit Court Judges and 11 Magistrates.734 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

 

Population 886,667735 

Cases filed 

annually or 

pending and 

backlogs 

197,963736 

 

 

 

 

 

728 See S.D. Codified L. § 16-6-1 (2021).  
729 National Center for State Courts, South Dakota Unified Judicial System Weight Caseload Model, iii, 16 (Dec. 

1997), https://cdm16501.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/ctadmin/id/674.  
730 See S.D. Codified L. § 16-6-1 (2021) and Supreme Court Rule changes 1973, 1975, 2000, 2003, 2006, 2009, 

2015, 2019, 2021.  
731 S.D. Const. Art. V, § 11. 
732 S.D. Codified L. § 16-1-4.1 (through 2012). See also, Mandatory judicial retirement ages by state as of March 14, 

2022, https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement. 
733 S.D. Const. Art. V, § 11. 
734 South Dakota Courts, State Fiscal Year 2020 Annual Statistical Report of the South Dakota Unified Judicial 

System, 1 (Oct. 2019), https://ujs.sd.gov/uploads/annual/fy2020/FY2020AnnualReportEntireReport.pdf.  
735 United States Census Bureau, U.S. Population 2020, Quick Facts South Dakota (July 1, 2021), 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/SD.  
736 South Dakota Courts, State Fiscal Year 2020 Annual Statistical Report of the South Dakota Unified Judicial 

System, 13 (Oct. 2019), https://ujs.sd.gov/uploads/annual/fy2020/FY2020AnnualReportEntireReport.pdf.  

https://cdm16501.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/ctadmin/id/674
https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement
https://ujs.sd.gov/uploads/annual/fy2020/FY2020AnnualReportEntireReport.pdf
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/SD
https://ujs.sd.gov/uploads/annual/fy2020/FY2020AnnualReportEntireReport.pdf
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41. Tennessee 

Courts Tennessee’s judicial system is composed of three Appellate Courts: 

Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, and Court of Criminal Appeals, as well 

as Circuit Courts, the Trial Courts of General Jurisdiction, Business Courts, 

Criminal Courts, Chancery Courts, and Probate Courts, and lower courts 

including general sessions (county courts), Juvenile and Family Courts and 

Municipal Courts.737 “The judges shall designate one of their own number 

who shall preside as Chief Justice.”738 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Supreme Court and Appellate Judges are appointed by the Governor to 

eight-year terms, subject to legislative confirmation and then retention 

elections.739  “Confirmation by default occurs if the Legislature fails to 

reject an appointee within sixty calendar days of either the date of 

appointment, if made during the annual legislative session, or the convening 

date of the next annual legislative session, if made out of session.”740  Not 

more than two Supreme Court Judges “shall reside in any one of the grand 

divisions of the state.”741 Trial Court Judges are elected to eight-year 

terms.742
 “Tennessee jurists from Mountain City to Memphis, from 

Supreme Court Justices to general sessions judges, began new eight-year 

judicial terms today, September 1, 2022. The judges were elected or 

retained during the August general election. The previous judicial term ran 

from September 1, 2014 to August 31, 2022.”743 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

The Legislature determines the number of judges based on Weighted 

Caseload Studies.744 

How often 

evaluated? 

A Weighted Caseload Study is issued by the Tennessee Comptroller of the 

Treasury each year.745  The Legislature adds judicial positions on an “as 

needed” basis subject to the Weighted Caseload Studies.746 

 

737 https://www.tncourts.gov/courts/municipal-courts; See Tenn. Const. Art. VI, § 1; Tennessee State Courts, 

Introduction to the Court System, https://www.tncourts.gov/programs/scales-project/scales-online/lesson-

1/introduction-court-system.  
738 Tenn. Const. Art. VI, § 2. 
739 Tenn. Const. Art. VI, § 3. 
740 Tenn. Const. Art. VI, § 3. 
741 Tenn. Const. Art. VI, § 2. 
742 Tenn. Const. Art. VI, § 4. 
743 https://www.tncourts.gov/press/2022/09/01/judges-across-state-begin-new-terms.  
744 Tennessee State Courts, Legislature Adds Three New Judge Positions 

https://www.tncourts.gov/news/2018/04/27/legislature-adds-three-new-judge-positions.  
745 TN Code § 16-2-513 (2020); Tennessee State Courts, Legislature Adds Three New Judge Positions (April 2018), 

https://www.tncourts.gov/news/2018/04/27/legislature-adds-three-new-judge-positions.  
746 Justin P. Wilson, FY 2018-19 Tennessee Judicial Weighted Caseload Study Update, Tennessee Comptroller of 

the Treasury: Office of Research and Educational Accountability, 3 (April 2020), 

https://comptroller.tn.gov/content/dam/cot/orea/advanced-search/2020/WeightedCaseload2020.pdf.  

https://www.tncourts.gov/courts/municipal-courts
https://www.tncourts.gov/programs/scales-project/scales-online/lesson-1/introduction-court-system
https://www.tncourts.gov/programs/scales-project/scales-online/lesson-1/introduction-court-system
https://www.tncourts.gov/press/2022/09/01/judges-across-state-begin-new-terms
https://www.tncourts.gov/news/2018/04/27/legislature-adds-three-new-judge-positions
https://www.tncourts.gov/news/2018/04/27/legislature-adds-three-new-judge-positions
https://comptroller.tn.gov/content/dam/cot/orea/advanced-search/2020/WeightedCaseload2020.pdf
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Factors 

considered 

The estimated number of Full Time Equivalent (FTE) judges that courts 

need is calculated by multiplying the total number of case filings by case 

weights (average minutes per case for each type of case) and dividing that 

number by the judges’ annual availability for case-specific work.747  

Weighted Caseload assessment is coupled with issues of local culture that 

result in longer or shorter case life.748  In 2019, based on the weighted 

caseload analysis, the state had an estimated net deficit of 8 FTE judges.749  

Allocation and 

Assignment of 

Judges  

Judges may be assigned by the Supreme Court to Court Circuits and 

divisions different than the one in which they are elected “when necessary 

to promote the orderly and efficient administration of justice.”750 

Judicial 

Retirements 

There is no mandatory retirement age for Tennessee judges.751 “Senior 

judges are former Trial and Appellate Court Judges who may be assigned 

on a temporary basis to any state court as needed. Senior judges are 

appointed to four-year terms by the Supreme Court.”  Currently, there are 5 

such judges.752 

Number of 

Judges  

Of 188 judges, 159 are Trial Court Judges:753 5 Supreme Court Judges; 12 

Court of Appeals; 12 Criminal Court of Appeals Judges. “Tennessee’s 95 

counties are divided into 31 judicial districts. Within each district are 

Circuit Courts and Chancery Courts, as provided by the state constitution.  

Some districts also have legislatively established Criminal Courts and 

Probate Courts.”754 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

Since 2015, Tennessee has had a Business Court.755  

“In May 2021, the General Assembly passed, and the Governor signed an 

act to create special three-judge panels for cases that meet specific criteria,” 

including constitutional challenges, seeking declaratory relief or injunctive 

relief or a claim against the state.756 

Population 6,910,840757 

 

747 Id.  
748 Id.  
749 Id. at 6. 
750 Tenn. Sup. Ct. R. 11(IV). 
751 TN Code § 8-36-205 (2020).  See also, Mandatory judicial retirement ages by state as of March 14, 2022, 

https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement.  
752 https://www.tncourts.gov/courts/circuit-criminal-chancery-courts/senior-judges  
753 Tennessee State Courts, General Session Courts: Judges, https://www.tncourts.gov/courts/general-sessions-

courts/judges; Tennessee State Courts, Supreme Court Justices, https://www.tncourts.gov/courts/supreme-

court/justices; Tennessee State Courts, Court of Appeals Judges, https://www.tncourts.gov/courts/court-

appeals/judges; Tennessee State Courts, Court of Criminal Appeals Judges, https://www.tncourts.gov/courts/court-

criminal-appeals/judges;  https://tncourts.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2022-2023_Presiding_Judges.pdf.  
754 Tennessee State Courts, About the Trial Courts, https://www.tncourts.gov/courts/circuit-criminal-chancery-

courts/about.  
755 Tenn. State Courts.  https://www.tncourts.gov/bizcourt.  
756 Tenn. State Courts.  https://www.tncourts.gov/threejudgepanels  
757 United States Census Bureau, U.S. Population 2020, Quick Facts Tennessee, 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/TN.   

https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement
https://www.tncourts.gov/courts/circuit-criminal-chancery-courts/senior-judges
https://www.tncourts.gov/courts/general-sessions-courts/judges
https://www.tncourts.gov/courts/general-sessions-courts/judges
https://www.tncourts.gov/courts/supreme-court/justices
https://www.tncourts.gov/courts/supreme-court/justices
https://www.tncourts.gov/courts/court-appeals/judges
https://www.tncourts.gov/courts/court-appeals/judges
https://www.tncourts.gov/courts/court-criminal-appeals/judges
https://www.tncourts.gov/courts/court-criminal-appeals/judges
https://tncourts.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2022-2023_Presiding_Judges.pdf
https://www.tncourts.gov/courts/circuit-criminal-chancery-courts/about
https://www.tncourts.gov/courts/circuit-criminal-chancery-courts/about
https://www.tncourts.gov/bizcourt
https://www.tncourts.gov/threejudgepanels
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/TN
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Cases filed 

annually or 

pending and 

backlogs 

203,418758 

 

 

42. Texas 

Courts The Supreme Court of Texas and the Court of Criminal Appeals are the 

highest courts in the Texas.759  The Supreme Court of Texas is the final 

state appellate jurisdiction for civil and juvenile cases and the Court of 

Criminal Appeals is the final appellate jurisdiction in criminal cases.760  

Texas also has Courts of Appeals, District Courts, and County Level 

Courts, such as County Probate, County Constitutional, and County 

Statutory Courts.761  Terms are 6 years except for District Courts for which 

the term is 4 years.762 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Every Texas State Court Judge participates in a partisan election with the 

exception of the Municipal Court Judges,763 which may hold an election, 

or the judicial seats may be filled through appointment.764  Judges are 

elected by precinct; counties are divided into precincts based on 

population.765 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

The number of courts is established in the Texas Constitution and by the 

legislature.766  The Texas Constitution proscribes that every county shall 

have a county judge.767  The legislature has authority to establish new 

courts and takes recommendations from the Texas Judicial Council on 

Court System Efficiency.768 

 

758 Justin P. Wilson, FY 2018-19 Tennessee Judicial Weighted Caseload Study Update, Tennessee Comptroller of 

the Treasury: Office of Research and Educational Accountability, 4 (April 2020), 

https://comptroller.tn.gov/content/dam/cot/orea/advanced-search/2020/WeightedCaseload2020.pdf.  
759 Texas Office of Court Administration, Annual Statistical Report for the Texas Judiciary: Fiscal Year 2020, iii 

(Mar. 10, 2021), https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1451853/fy-20-annual-statistical-report_final_mar10_2021.pdf; 

See also Tex. Const. Art. 5, § 1. 
760 Texas Office of Court Administration, Annual Statistical Report for the Texas Judiciary: Fiscal Year 2020, iii 

(Mar. 10, 2021), https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1451853/fy-20-annual-statistical-report_final_mar10_2021.pdf.  
761 Texas Office of Court Administration, Annual Statistical Report for the Texas Judiciary: Fiscal Year 2020, iii 

(Mar. 10, 2020), https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1451853/fy-20-annual-statistical-report_final_mar10_2021.pdf.   
762 Tex. Const. Art. 5, §§ 2(c), 6(b), 7(c); See also Texas Office of Court Administration, Judge Qualifications and 

Selection in the State of Texas, (2020), https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1454620/judge-qualifications-and-selection-

chart_07262022.pdf.  
763 Texas Office of Court Administration, Judge Qualifications and Selection in the State of Texas, (2020), 

https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1454620/judge-qualifications-and-selection-chart_07262022.pdf.  
764 Texas Office of Court Administration, Judge Qualifications and Selection in the State of Texas, (2020), 

https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1454620/judge-qualifications-and-selection-chart_07262022.pdf.   
765 Tex. Const. Art. 5, § 18. 
766 Tex. Const. Art. 5, § 1.  
767 Texas Office of Court Administration, Annual Statistical Report for the Texas Judiciary: Fiscal Year 2020, iii 

(Mar. 10, 2020), https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1451853/fy-20-annual-statistical-report_final_mar10_2021.pdf.  
768 Tex. Const. Art. 5, §§ 7, 7a.  

https://comptroller.tn.gov/content/dam/cot/orea/advanced-search/2020/WeightedCaseload2020.pdf
https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1451853/fy-20-annual-statistical-report_final_mar10_2021.pdf
https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1451853/fy-20-annual-statistical-report_final_mar10_2021.pdf
https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1451853/fy-20-annual-statistical-report_final_mar10_2021.pdf
https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1454620/judge-qualifications-and-selection-chart_07262022.pdf
https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1454620/judge-qualifications-and-selection-chart_07262022.pdf
https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1454620/judge-qualifications-and-selection-chart_07262022.pdf
https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1454620/judge-qualifications-and-selection-chart_07262022.pdf
https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1451853/fy-20-annual-statistical-report_final_mar10_2021.pdf
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How often 

evaluated? 

The legislature is required to reapportion judicial districts at least every 10 

years.769  If the Legislature fails to reapportion following the federal 

census, “the Judicial Districts Board shall convene not later than the first 

Monday of June of the third year following the year in which the federal 

decennial census is taken to make a statewide reapportionment of the 

districts.  The Judicial Districts Board shall complete its work on the 

reapportionment and file its order with the secretary of state not later than 

August 31 of the same year.”770  The Legislature must approve the 

order.771 

Factors 

considered 

The Texas Judicial Council continuously studies the organization, rules, 

procedures and practices, work accomplished, results, and uniformity of 

the courts and methods for their improvement.772  Texas worked with 

NCSC in 2007 to evaluate its judicial needs using the weighted caseload 

system.773  While Texas has been using the weighted caseload model to 

evaluate its need for judges, in 2023, Texas will review and revise its 

weights “to account for variations in complexity and the need for judicial 

attention, workload assessment translates the number of cases that come 

before the court into the total amount of judicial work required to dispose 

of those cases.  The result is an objective and standardized measure of 

judicial workload that provides an effective basis for determining judge 

need and for equitably allocating judicial resources.”774 

Allocation and 

Assignment of 

Judges  

“The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court may temporarily assign a Justice 

of a Court of Appeals to another Court of Appeals regardless of whether a 

vacancy exists in the Court of Appeals to which the justice is assigned.”775  

“An active District Court Judge may be assigned to hear a matter pending 

in an Appellate Court”776 

Judicial 

Retirements 

The mandatory retirement age is 75, but the legislature may reduce the age 

to not less than seventy years.777  “The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 

may assign a qualified former or retired Justice or Judge of the Supreme 

Court, of the Court of Criminal Appeals, or of a Court of Appeals to a 

Court of Appeals for active service regardless of whether a vacancy exists 

in the court to which the justice or judge is assigned.”778    

 

769 Tex. Const. Art. 5, § 7a(d). 
770 Tex. Const. Art. 5, § 7a(e). 
771 Tex. Const. Art. 5, § 7a(h). 
772 Tex. Gov’t § 71.031 (2021).  
773 Measuring Current Judicial Workload in Texas, 2007, https://www.txcourts.gov/media/868706/Weighted-

Caseload-StudyFinal-Report-July-7-08.pdf.  
774 Texas Judicial Council, Data Committee, 2022 Report and Recommendations 16, 

https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1455004/2022_data-report-recommendations.pdf.  
775 Tex. Gov't Code § 74.003(a). 
776 Tex. Gov't Code § 74.003(h). 
777 Tex. Const. Art. 5, § 1-a (1).  See also, Mandatory judicial retirement ages by state as of March 14, 2022, 

https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement.  
778 Tex. Gov’t § 74.003(b). 

https://www.txcourts.gov/media/868706/Weighted-Caseload-StudyFinal-Report-July-7-08.pdf
https://www.txcourts.gov/media/868706/Weighted-Caseload-StudyFinal-Report-July-7-08.pdf
https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1455004/2022_data-report-recommendations.pdf
https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement
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Number of 

Judges  

3,190 total: 98 Appellate Judges, 3,092 Trial Court Judges.779 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

In 2021, Texas, working with NCSC, studied the impact of remote 

hearings on judicial workload to determine and document efficiencies, if 

any.780 

Population 29,145,505781 

Cases filed 

annually or 

pending and 

backlogs 

6.9 million782 

 

 

43. Utah 

Courts The judiciary is comprised of a Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, District 

Courts, which are the Trial Courts of General Jurisdiction,783 Juvenile 

Courts, and Justice Courts.784 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

The Governor’s appointees must be confirmed by a majority of the 

Senate.785 Judges are also subject to a retention election at the first general 

election 3 years after their appointment.786 “The justices elect a Chief 

Justice by majority vote to serve for four years, and an associate Chief 

Justice to serve for two years.”787 Supreme Court Justices serve 10-year 

terms, while Court of Appeals Judges and other judges serve 6-year terms; 

at the end of their terms, judges may run for reelection in nonpartisan 

retention elections. 788  

 

779 Texas Office of Court Administration, Annual Statistical Report for the Texas Judiciary: Fiscal Year 2021, iv, 

https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1454127/fy-21-annual-statistical-report-final.pdf. 
780 The Use of Remote Hearings in Texas State Courts: The Impact on Judicial Workload 

https://www.ncsc.org/_media/ncsc/files/pdf/newsroom/TX-Remote-Hearing-Assessment-Report.pdf.  
781 United States Census Bureau, U.S. Population 2020, Quick Facts Texas, https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/TX.  
782 Texas Office of Court Administration, Annual Statistical Report for the Texas Judiciary: Fiscal Year 2021, i, 

https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1454127/fy-21-annual-statistical-report-final.pdf.  
783 An Overview of the Utah District Courts, https://www.utcourts.gov/en/about/courts/dist/overview.html.  
784 Utah Const. Art. VIII, § 1.  Utah State Courts, An Overview of the Utah Justice Courts (Nov. 2022), 

https://www.utcourts.gov/en/about/courts/just/overview.html  (“Justice Courts are established by counties and 

municipalities and have the authority to deal with class B and C misdemeanors, violations of ordinances, small 

claims, and infractions committed within their territorial jurisdiction. …There are two types of Justice Court judges: 

county judges who are initially appointed by a county commission and then stand for retention election every 6 

years, and municipal judges who are appointed by city officials for a 6-year term.  Some are both county and 

municipal judges.”) 
785 Utah State Courts, Judge Selection and Evaluation (How Judges are Selected and Evaluated in the Courts), 

https://www.utcourts.gov/knowcts/judsel.htm; Utah Code § 78A-10-101 et seq. (2010). 
786 Utah Const. Art. VIII, § 9; Utah Code § 20A-12-201(a) (2021). 
787 Utah State Courts, An Overview of the Utah Supreme Court. 

https://www.utcourts.gov/en/about/courts/sup/overview.html. 
788 Utah State Courts, An Overview of the Utah Court of Appeals, 

https://www.utcourts.gov/en/about/courts/coa/overview.html.  Utah Const. Art. VIII, § 9. 

https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1454127/fy-21-annual-statistical-report-final.pdf
https://www.ncsc.org/_media/ncsc/files/pdf/newsroom/TX-Remote-Hearing-Assessment-Report.pdf
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/TX
https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1454127/fy-21-annual-statistical-report-final.pdf
https://www.utcourts.gov/en/about/courts/dist/overview.html
https://www.utcourts.gov/en/about/courts/just/overview.html
https://www.utcourts.gov/knowcts/judsel.htm
https://www.utcourts.gov/en/about/courts/coa/overview.html
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Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

The number of judges on the District Court and other courts is determined 

by the Legislature.789  The office of the Utah Legislature Auditor General 

periodically provides metric evaluation.790 While the Legislature may 

change the number of judges in any court, “[n]o change in the number of 

judges shall have the effect of removing a judge from office during a 

judge's term of office.”791 

How often 

evaluated? 

There is no schedule, but the Auditor General’s office issued reports in 

2005 and 2011.792 

Factors 

considered 

Time to dispose of cases, age of pending caseload,793 and proportional 

representation taking into account population and geographic diversity.794 

The court issues such statistics annually.795 The court uses the weighted 

caseload method to prepare its annual budget.796 

Allocation and 

Assignment of 

Judges  

The Utah Judicial Council’s presiding officer is empowered to appoint 

judges to serve temporarily in another level of court in a specific court or 

generally within that level.797 

Judicial 

Retirements 

The mandatory retirement age of 75 was repealed in 2015.798  A judge who 

was retained in the last election may take senior status.799 

 

789 Utah Const. Art. VIII, § 6. 
790 Rick Coleman, Leslie Marks, Aaron Eliason, Report to the Utah Legislature: A Performance Audit of the 

Timeliness of Civil Cases in District Court, Office of the Utah Legislative Auditor General, i, ii (Apr. 2005), 

https://le.utah.gov/audit/05_05rpt.pdf; Darin Underwood, Brian Dean, August Lehman, Andrea Parrish, A 

Performance Audit of the Operating Efficiency of the Utah State Court System, Office of the Utah Legislative 

Auditor General, 1-2 (Sept. 2011), https://le.utah.gov/interim/2012/pdf/00002429.pdf.  
791 Utah Const. Art. VIII, § 6. 
792 See Rick Coleman, Leslie Marks, Aaron Eliason, Report to the Utah Legislature: A Performance Audit of the 

Timeliness of Civil Cases in District Court, Office of the Utah Legislative Auditor General (Apr. 2005), 

https://le.utah.gov/audit/05_05rpt.pdf; Darin Underwood, Brian Dean, August Lehman, Anndrea Parrish, A 

Performance Audit of the Operating Efficiency of the Utah State Court System, Office of the Utah Legislative 

Auditor General (Sept. 2011), https://le.utah.gov/interim/2012/pdf/00002429.pdf  
793 Rick Coleman, Leslie Marks, Aaron Eliason, Report to the Utah Legislature: A Performance Audit of the 

Timeliness of Civil Cases in District Court, Office of the Utah Legislative Auditor General, iii (Apr. 2005), 

https://le.utah.gov/audit/05_05rpt.pdf.  
794 Utah Code Jud. Admin. R. 1-301(2)(A) (2014). 
795 Caseload Overview Fiscal Year 2022,  https://legacy.utcourts.gov/utc/judicial-council/wp-

content/uploads/sites/48/2022/08/FY2022-Caseload-Filings-Dispositions-Overview.pdf.  
796 Judicial Council FY 2024 Budget Planning Meeting, https://legacy.utcourts.gov/utc/judicial-council/wp-

content/uploads/sites/48/2022/08/Judicial-Council-FY-2024-Annual-Budget-Process-Meeting-Packet-Final-v.C.pdf.  
797 Utah Code Ann. § 78A-2-104(9)(a) (2021). 
798 H.B. 137, 61st Leg. Gen. Sess. (Utah 2015).  See also, Mandatory judicial retirement ages by state as of March 

14, 2022, https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement.  
799 See Utah Sup. Ct. R. Prof. Prac. 11-201. 

https://le.utah.gov/audit/05_05rpt.pdf
https://le.utah.gov/interim/2012/pdf/00002429.pdf
https://le.utah.gov/audit/05_05rpt.pdf
https://le.utah.gov/interim/2012/pdf/00002429.pdf
https://le.utah.gov/audit/05_05rpt.pdf
https://legacy.utcourts.gov/utc/judicial-council/wp-content/uploads/sites/48/2022/08/FY2022-Caseload-Filings-Dispositions-Overview.pdf
https://legacy.utcourts.gov/utc/judicial-council/wp-content/uploads/sites/48/2022/08/FY2022-Caseload-Filings-Dispositions-Overview.pdf
https://legacy.utcourts.gov/utc/judicial-council/wp-content/uploads/sites/48/2022/08/Judicial-Council-FY-2024-Annual-Budget-Process-Meeting-Packet-Final-v.C.pdf
https://legacy.utcourts.gov/utc/judicial-council/wp-content/uploads/sites/48/2022/08/Judicial-Council-FY-2024-Annual-Budget-Process-Meeting-Packet-Final-v.C.pdf
https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement


 77 

131678541.1 

Number of 

Judges  

Of 108 judges, 12 are Appellate Judges,800 71 are District Court Judges,801 

31 Juvenile Court Judges802 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

The Governor fills vacancies within 30 days after receiving the list of 

nominees.  “If the Governor fails to fill the vacancy within the time 

prescribed, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall within 20 days 

make the appointment from the list of nominees.”803 

Population 3,271,616804 

Cases filed 

annually or 

pending and 

backlogs 

240,827805 

 

 

44. Vermont 

Courts Vermont’s judiciary is composed of the Supreme Court, as well as Superior 

Courts, which are Vermont’s Trial Courts of General Jurisdiction.806  The 

Superior Court has five divisions: Civil, Criminal, Environment, Family, and 

Probate and a Superior Court is located in each of Vermont’s 14 counties.807  

There are also courts of special jurisdiction.808  Terms are 6 years.809 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

The Governor appoints judges and designates the Chief Justice of the 

Supreme Court, all with the advice of the Senate.810  

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

The Constitution provides that the Supreme Court shall consist of 5 judges.811  

The Legislature determines the number of Superior Court Judges.812 Vermont 

 

800 Utah State Courts, An Overview of the Utah Supreme Court, 

https://www.utcourts.gov/en/about/courts/sup/overview.html; An Overview of the Utah Court of Appeals, 

https://www.utcourts.gov/en/about/courts/coa/overview.html.  
801 Utah State Courts, An Overview of the Utah District Courts, 

https://www.utcourts.gov/en/about/courts/dist/overview.html.  
802 Utah State Courts, An Overview of the Utah Juvenile Courts, 

https://www.utcourts.gov/en/about/courts/juv/overview.html.  
803 Utah Const. Art. VIII, § 8(1). 
804 United States Census Bureau, U.S. Population 2021, Quick Facts Utah, https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/UT.  
805 Utah State Courts, Utah District Courts: FY2021 Case Type by Court, Statewide Total (Oct. 15, 2021), 

https://www.utcourts.gov/stats/files/2021FY/district/0-Statewide.pdf.   Utah contributes to the NCSC Court 

Statistics Project, https://www.courtstatistics.org/court-statistics/interactive-caseload-data-displays/csp-stat-nav-

cards-first-row/csp-stat-overview.  
806 Vermont Judiciary, Court Divisions, https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/court-divisions.  
807 Vermont Judiciary, Court Divisions, https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/court-divisions. 
808 Vermont Judiciary, Court Divisions https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/court-divisions.  
809 Vt. Const. Ch. II, § 34. 
810 Vt. Const. Ch. II, § 32. 
811 Vt. Const. Ch. II, § 29. 
812 4 V.S.A. § 71. 

https://www.utcourts.gov/en/about/courts/sup/overview.html
https://www.utcourts.gov/en/about/courts/coa/overview.html
https://www.utcourts.gov/en/about/courts/dist/overview.html
https://www.utcourts.gov/en/about/courts/dist/overview.html
https://www.utcourts.gov/en/about/courts/juv/overview.html
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/UT
https://www.utcourts.gov/stats/files/2021FY/district/0-Statewide.pdf
https://www.courtstatistics.org/court-statistics/interactive-caseload-data-displays/csp-stat-nav-cards-first-row/csp-stat-overview
https://www.courtstatistics.org/court-statistics/interactive-caseload-data-displays/csp-stat-nav-cards-first-row/csp-stat-overview
https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/court-divisions
https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/court-divisions
https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/court-divisions
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uses a weighted caseload system including time-study data, case weights, and 

“regional differences to case processing and case management.”813 

How often 

evaluated? 

While there is no specific time range, the statute that sets forth the number of 

Superior Court Judges was updated in 2001, 2009, 2015, and 2019.814 

Factors 

considered 

Vermont conducted its first workload assessment in 2009 with the assistance 

of the National Center for State Courts, in an extremely expedited manner, as 

a result of a “legislative mandate to the courts to assess the possibility of the 

consolidation of court staff and staff functions.”815  “[D]epending upon a 

state’s laws and public expectations, access to justice issues often drive the 

need for judicial positions as much as weighted caseload models.”816 “90% of 

the Vermont Judicial Branch budget is personnel,” meaning any changes that 

are made to the judge count or judicial need in terms of workload impact the 

budget.817 

Allocation and 

Assignment of 

Judges 

The Chief Superior Judge assigns a presiding judge to each county Superior 

Court who, in turn, “determines the allocation of judicial resources between 

Civil, Criminal, and Family Divisions within the [county] and may specially 

assign a superior judge within a division of the [county] to preside over one 

or more cases in a different division.  Judicial assignments are for a specific 

length of time, usually one year.  They are subject to the approval of the 

Supreme Court.  Depending on the size of a unit, individual judges may sit in 

specific divisions.  In smaller units the same judge may sit in all divisions.”818 

Judicial 

Retirements 

Mandatory retirement is 90 years of age.819 

Number of 

Judges  

Of 39 judges, 34 are Trial Court Judges.820 

Other 

Applicable 

 

 

813 Vermont Judiciary, Scope of Weighted Caseload Assessment Project for Vermont Judges and Court Clerk Staff, 

https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/sites/default/files/documents/Vermont%20Weighted%20Caseload%20Analysis%

20Proposal.pdf.  
814 4 V.S.A. § 71. 
815 Suzanne Tallarico and John Douglas, Vermont Weighted Caseload Study of Judicial Officers and Court Staff, 

National Center for State Courts (Sept. 18, 2009), 

https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/sites/default/files/documents/Final%20Report%209-18-09.pdf.  
816 Suzanne Tallarico and John Douglas, Vermont Weighted Caseload Study of Judicial Officers and Court Staff, 

National Center for State Courts, 34 (Sept. 18, 2009), 

https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/sites/default/files/documents/Final%20Report%209-18-09.pdf.  
817 Vermont Judiciary, Scope of Weighted Caseload Assessment Project for Vermont Judges and Court Clerk Staff, 

https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/sites/default/files/documents/Vermont%20Weighted%20Caseload%20Analysis%

20Proposal.pdf.  
818 Vermont Judiciary, Judicial Assignments, https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/about-vermont-judiciary/judicial-

assignments.  
819 4 V.S. A §609; Mandatory judicial retirement ages by state, https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement.  
820 4 V.S.A. §§ 4, 71. 

https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/sites/default/files/documents/Vermont%20Weighted%20Caseload%20Analysis%20Proposal.pdf
https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/sites/default/files/documents/Vermont%20Weighted%20Caseload%20Analysis%20Proposal.pdf
https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/sites/default/files/documents/Final%20Report%209-18-09.pdf
https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/sites/default/files/documents/Final%20Report%209-18-09.pdf
https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/sites/default/files/documents/Vermont%20Weighted%20Caseload%20Analysis%20Proposal.pdf
https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/sites/default/files/documents/Vermont%20Weighted%20Caseload%20Analysis%20Proposal.pdf
https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/about-vermont-judiciary/judicial-assignments
https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/about-vermont-judiciary/judicial-assignments
https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement
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Resources or 

Details 

Population 643,077821 

Cases filed 

annually or 

pending and 

backlogs 

40,612822 

 

 

45. Virginia 

Courts The Virginia Court System consists of a Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, 

Circuit Courts, the Trial Court of General Jurisdiction, general District Courts 

with limited jurisdiction, and juvenile and domestic relations District Courts.823  

The Supreme Court Judges have 12-year terms, the Court of Appeals and 

Circuit Court have 8-year terms, and District Court Judges have 6-year 

terms.824  

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Majority vote of the Virginia General Assembly.825  Chief Justice selected 

among peers to a four year term.826 “During those months when the General 

Assembly is not in session, the Governor has the power to fill judicial 

vacancies that occur in the Appellate Courts and the Circuit Courts.  District 

Court Judges can be appointed by the Circuit Court if the Legislature is not in 

session and a vacancy has occurred in one of those courts.,” but shall be 

subject to election upon the Legislature’s return.827 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

“There shall be as many judges of the Circuit Courts as may be fixed by the 

General Assembly.”828 The Supreme Court (circuit and appellate levels) and 

the Committee on District Courts (district level) advise the General Assembly 

whether or not a vacancy should be filled based primarily upon caseload 

statistics.829 

 

821 United States Census Bureau, U.S. Population 2020, Quick Facts Vermont, 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/VT.  
822 Vermont Judiciary, Statewide Data: Case Filing Statistics Report FY 2021, 

https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/sites/default/files/documents/FY2021%20Appendix%20I%20-

%20Statewide%20Data.pdf.  
823 Virginia’s Judicial System, Diagram of Virginia’s Judicial System, 

https://www.vacourts.gov/courts/orgchart_jud_system.pdf.  
824 Commonwealth of Virginia Division of Legislative Services, Judicial Selection Overview (2020), 

http://dls.virginia.gov/judicial.html.  
825 Va. Const. Art. VI, § 7. 
826 Va. Const. Art. VI, § 3; Va. Code 17.1-300. 
827 Commonwealth of Virginia Division of Legislative Services,  Judicial Selection Overview (2020), 

http://dls.virginia.gov/judicial.html.  
828 Va. Code § 17.0-501. 
829 Commonwealth of Virginia Division of Legislative Services, Judicial Selection Overview,  

http://dls.virginia.gov/judicial.html.  

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/VT
https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/sites/default/files/documents/FY2021%20Appendix%20I%20-%20Statewide%20Data.pdf
https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/sites/default/files/documents/FY2021%20Appendix%20I%20-%20Statewide%20Data.pdf
https://www.vacourts.gov/courts/orgchart_jud_system.pdf
http://dls.virginia.gov/judicial.html
http://dls.virginia.gov/judicial.html
http://dls.virginia.gov/judicial.html
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How often 

evaluated? 

Between 2012-2013,830 the National Center for State Courts studied the  

“judicial workload and judicial boundary realignment in the Commonwealth of 

Virginia.”831 “The project began with a directive from the General Assembly to 

the Supreme Court of Virginia to ‘develop and implement a weighted caseload 

system to precisely measure and compare judicial caseloads throughout the 

Commonwealth on the Circuit Court, general District Court, and juvenile and 

domestic relations District Court levels,’ and recommend a plan for the 

realignment of the circuit and district boundaries.”832  NCSC re-evaluated 

Virginia’s judicial workloads in 2017.833 

  

Factors 

considered 

Caseload statistics.834 

Allocation and 

Assignment of 

Judges   

“Unless otherwise provided by law, powers of appointment within a circuit 

shall be exercised by a majority of the judges of the circuit; however, the order 

of appointment may be signed by the chief judge or that judge's designee on 

behalf of the other judges.835 

Judicial 

Retirements 

Mandatory retirement at age 73.836    

Number of 

Judges 

461 judges: 24 Appellate Judges,837  171, Circuit Court Judges,838 131 general 

District Court Judges and 135 Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court 

Judges.839 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

 

Population 8,631,393840 

 

830 Virginia’s first studied judicial workloads in 1976 in circuit courts working with NCSC and the U.S. Department 

of Justice.  https://www.ojp.gov/ncjrs/virtual-library/abstracts/virginia-circuit-court-caseload-reporting-study-final-

report.  
831 Virginia Judicial Workload Assessment Report November 15, 2013, at i, 

https://www.vacourts.gov/courts/scv/virginia_Judicial_workload_assessment_report.pdf.  
832 Virginia Judicial Workload Assessment Report November 15, 2013, at i, 

https://www.vacourts.gov/courts/scv/virginia_Judicial_workload_assessment_report.pdf.  
833 Virginia Judicial Workload Assessment Final Report November, 

https://www.vacourts.gov/programs/concluded/war/2017_virginia_Judicial_workload_assessment_report.pdf.  
834 Commonwealth of Virginia Division of Legislative Services, Judicial Selection Overview, 

http://dls.virginia.gov/judicial.html.  
835 Va. Code § 17.0-501. 
836 Virginia’s Legislative Information System, 2015 Session, SB 1196 Judicial Retirement; increases mandatory 

retirement age (2015), https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?151+sum+SB1196.  See also, Mandatory judicial 

retirement ages by state as of March 14, 2022, https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement.  
837 Va. Code §§17.1-300, 17.1-400. 
838 Va. Code §17.1-507. 
839 Va. Code §16.1-69.6:1. 
840 United States Census Bureau, U.S. Population 2020, Quick Facts Virginia, 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/VA.  

https://www.ojp.gov/ncjrs/virtual-library/abstracts/virginia-circuit-court-caseload-reporting-study-final-report
https://www.ojp.gov/ncjrs/virtual-library/abstracts/virginia-circuit-court-caseload-reporting-study-final-report
https://www.vacourts.gov/courts/scv/virginia_Judicial_workload_assessment_report.pdf
https://www.vacourts.gov/courts/scv/virginia_Judicial_workload_assessment_report.pdf
https://www.vacourts.gov/programs/concluded/war/2017_virginia_Judicial_workload_assessment_report.pdf
http://dls.virginia.gov/judicial.html
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?151+sum+SB1196
https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/VA
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Cases filed 

annually or 

pending and 

backlogs 

419,309841 

 

 

46. Washington 

Courts The state of Washington’s judicial system is comprised of a Supreme Court, 

Court of Appeals, Superior Court, the Trial Court of General Jurisdiction,842 

and District and Municipal Courts.843 Supreme Court and Court of Appeals 

Judges serve for six years, while Superior Court Judges serve for four 

years.844 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Judges are elected in nonpartisan elections.845  Vacancies in the Supreme 

Court, Court of Appeals, or Superior Court are temporarily filled by the 

Governor until the next election.846  County commissioners appoint 

replacements in District Court who serve until the next election.847 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

The Legislature, but only after receiving a recommendation from the 

Supreme Court which is required to conduct a workload analysis and has 

been required to do so since 1992.848   

How often 

evaluated? 

Ongoing by the Legislature.849  In 2002 the Washington State Board for 

Judicial Administration Trial Court Funding Task Force examined the 

funding issue for the court system and raised alarms on the systemic 

problems arising from lack of funding, need for more judges, and support 

staff.850  The Supreme Court may recommend the creation of judicial seats to 

 

841 Virginia’s Judicial System, 10.01 Caseload Statistics of the Circuit Courts: January 2020-December 2021 

Filings, 

https://www.vacourts.gov/courtadmin/aoc/djs/programs/cpss/csi/stats/circuit/cr01monthly/2021/cr01_2021_dec.pdf.  
842 Washington Courts, Superior Courts, 

https://www.courts.wa.gov/newsinfo/resources/?fa=newsinfo_jury.display&altMenu=Citi&folderID=jury_guide&fil

eID=superior.  
843 Wash. Const. Art. IV, §§ 1, 30. 
844 Wash. Const. Art. IV, §§ 3, 5; Washington Courts, The Court of Appeals (2022), 

https://www.courts.wa.gov/newsinfo/resources/?fa=newsinfo_jury.display&altMenu=Citi&folderID=jury_guide&fil

eID=appeals.  
845 Wash. Const. Art. IV, §§ 3, 5, 29. 
846 Washington Courts, Washington Courts: News and Information, July 13, 2012, 

https://www.courts.wa.gov/newsinfo/?fa=newsinfo.internetdetail&newsid=2152.  
847 Washington Courts, Washington Courts: News and Information, July 13, 2012, 

https://www.courts.wa.gov/newsinfo/?fa=newsinfo.internetdetail&newsid=2152.  
848 Wash. Const. Art. IV, § 2; RCW § 3.34.020. 
849 Wash. Const. Art. IV, §§ 2, 5. 
850  Board for Judicial Administration, Justice in Jeopardy Implementation Committee, Washington Courts: 

Consequences of Inadequate Funding, Washington Courts (2011), 

http://www.courts.wa.gov/JusticeInJeopardy/documents/FundingSurvey.pdf#search=Justice%20in%20jeopardy%20

funding%20survey.  

https://www.vacourts.gov/courtadmin/aoc/djs/programs/cpss/csi/stats/circuit/cr01monthly/2021/cr01_2021_dec.pdf
https://www.courts.wa.gov/newsinfo/resources/?fa=newsinfo_jury.display&altMenu=Citi&folderID=jury_guide&fileID=superior
https://www.courts.wa.gov/newsinfo/resources/?fa=newsinfo_jury.display&altMenu=Citi&folderID=jury_guide&fileID=superior
https://www.courts.wa.gov/newsinfo/resources/?fa=newsinfo_jury.display&altMenu=Citi&folderID=jury_guide&fileID=appeals
https://www.courts.wa.gov/newsinfo/resources/?fa=newsinfo_jury.display&altMenu=Citi&folderID=jury_guide&fileID=appeals
https://www.courts.wa.gov/newsinfo/?fa=newsinfo.internetdetail&newsid=2152
https://www.courts.wa.gov/newsinfo/?fa=newsinfo.internetdetail&newsid=2152
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=3.34.020
http://www.courts.wa.gov/JusticeInJeopardy/documents/FundingSurvey.pdf#search=Justice%20in%20jeopardy%20funding%20survey
http://www.courts.wa.gov/JusticeInJeopardy/documents/FundingSurvey.pdf#search=Justice%20in%20jeopardy%20funding%20survey
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the Legislature.851 Further, each level of court has a judge’s association which 

makes recommendations regarding the number of judges.852  In 2020, the 

projected need for Superior Court Judges was 100 judges, in addition to the 

192 judges serving at the time.853 

Factors 

considered 

An objective workload analysis that takes into account available judicial 

resources and the caseload activity of each court.854 

Allocation and 

Assignment of 

Judges  

 

Judicial 

Retirements 

Mandatory retirement age is 75.855 

Number of 

Judges 

207 Superior Court Judges856 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

The Governor may direct a Superior Court of any county to sit in a different 

county as a visiting judge at the request of a judge or a majority of the judge 

in the county of need.857 

Population 7,705,281858 

Cases filed 

annually or 

pending and 

backlogs 

145,053859 

 

 

47. West Virginia 

Courts The West Virginia judiciary is composed of a Supreme Court of Appeals, a 

Circuit Court, the Trial Court of General Jurisdiction,860 a Family Court, a 

 

851 Wash. Rev. Code § 3.34.020(1). 
852 Board for Judicial Administration, Justice in Jeopardy Implementation Committee, Washington Courts: 

Consequences of Inadequate Funding, Washington Courts, 7, 8 (2011), 

http://www.courts.wa.gov/JusticeInJeopardy/documents/FundingSurvey.pdf#search=Justice%20in%20jeopardy%20

funding%20survey.  
853 Washington Courts, Trial Court Staffing and Judicial Needs Estimates, Superior Courts: Judicial Needs 

Estimates by Full-Time Equivalents, 2020 Project Filings (2022), 

https://www.courts.wa.gov/caseload/?fa=caseload.showReport&level=x&freq=a&tab=&fileID=superior_courts_JN

E.  
854 Wash. Rev. Code § 3.34.020(1). 
855 Wash. Const. Art. IV, § 3(a).  See also, Mandatory judicial retirement ages by state as of March 14, 2022, 

https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement.  
856 Wash. Rev. Code §§2.08.061-2.08.065. 
857 Wash. Rev. Code §§ 2.08.140. 
858 United States Census Bureau, U.S. Population 2020, United States Census Bureau, Quick Facts Washington (July 

1, 2021), https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/WA.  
859 Washington Courts, Caseloads of the Courts of Washington, Superior Court: Cases Filed by Type of Case – 2021 

Annual Report, 

https://www.courts.wa.gov/caseload/?fa=caseload.showReport&level=s&freq=a&tab=&fileID=filyr.  
860 West Virginia, Circuit Courts, http://www.courtswv.gov/lower-courts/circuit-courts.html.  

http://www.courts.wa.gov/JusticeInJeopardy/documents/FundingSurvey.pdf#search=Justice%20in%20jeopardy%20funding%20survey
http://www.courts.wa.gov/JusticeInJeopardy/documents/FundingSurvey.pdf#search=Justice%20in%20jeopardy%20funding%20survey
https://www.courts.wa.gov/caseload/?fa=caseload.showReport&level=x&freq=a&tab=&fileID=superior_courts_JNE
https://www.courts.wa.gov/caseload/?fa=caseload.showReport&level=x&freq=a&tab=&fileID=superior_courts_JNE
https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/WA
https://www.courts.wa.gov/caseload/?fa=caseload.showReport&level=s&freq=a&tab=&fileID=filyr
http://www.courtswv.gov/lower-courts/circuit-courts.html
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Magistrate’s Court and various Municipal Courts.861  Terms are 12 years for 

Supreme Court of Appeals Justices and 8 years for Circuit and Family Court 

Judges. 862 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Judges are elected.863   

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

The Legislature has the authority to increase or decrease the number of 

judges, except Supreme Court which is set in the Constitution. 864 

How often 

evaluated? 

Data is collected annually by the Administrative Office’s Division of Court 

Services Section, which manages data collection for the Court System.865 

Factors 

considered 

Data collection includes case filings by court and subject matter.866 

Allocation and 

Assignment of 

Judges  

In March 2022, a bill passed both the House and the Senate that provides that 

magistrates will be reallocated based on a county’s population, with one 

magistrate per each 15,500 residents per county.867   

Judicial 

Retirements 

No mandatory retirement age.868 

Number of 

Judges  

5 Supreme Court Justices;8693 Intermediate Court of Appeals 

Judges;870Circuit Court 75;871 47 Family Court Judges872 158 Magistrate 

Judges.873 There are fifty-five counties that “are divided into thirty-one 

Circuits with seventy-five Circuit Judges.”874  The number of judges assigned 

to each Circuit ranges from one to seven judges.875   

 

861 W.Va. Const. Art. VIII, § 1. 
862 See W.Va. Const. Art. VIII, §§ 2, 5, 16. 
863 See W.Va. Const. Art. VIII, §§ 2, 5, 16. 
864 W.Va. Const. Art. VIII, § 8.5, 8.1. 
865 West Virginia Judiciary, Administrative Office of the Courts: Division of Court Services, 

http://www.courtswv.gov/court-administration/administrative-office.html.  
866 See The West Virginia Court System, The 2021 Annual Statistics Report on Circuit, Family, and Magistrate 

Courts, http://www.courtswv.gov/public-resources/press/Publications/2021_Statistical_Annual_Report.pdf.  
867 See H.B. 2910, 85th Leg. Reg. Sess. (W.Va. 2022).  Jeff Jenkins, Magistrate reallocation bill to be taken up by 

full house, https://wvmetronews.com/2022/02/14/magistrate-reallocation-bill-to-be-taken-up-by-full-house/.   
868 Mandatory judicial retirement ages by state as of March 14, 2022, https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement.  
869 West Virginia Judiciary, Appellate Courts, http://www.courtswv.gov/supreme-court/index.html.  
870 West Virginia Judiciary, Lower Courts http://www.courtswv.gov/lower-courts/index.html . 
871 West Virginia Judiciary, Circuit Courts, http://www.courtswv.gov/public-

resources/press/circuitJudgesMasterList2023.html.  
872 West Virginia Judiciary, Family Courts,  http://www.courtswv.gov/lower-courts/family-courts.html.  
873 West Virginia Judiciary, Lower Courts (2020), http://www.courtswv.gov/lower-courts/index.html; West Virginia 

Judiciary, Supreme Court of Appeals (2020), http://www.courtswv.gov/supreme-court/index.html.  
874 http://www.courtswv.gov/lower-courts/circuit-courts.html.  
875 West Virginia Judiciary, Circuit Courts: Trial Courts of General Jurisdiction, (2021), 

http://www.courtswv.gov/lower-courts/circuit-courts.html.  

http://www.courtswv.gov/court-administration/administrative-office.html
http://www.courtswv.gov/public-resources/press/Publications/2021_Statistical_Annual_Report.pdf
https://wvmetronews.com/2022/02/14/magistrate-reallocation-bill-to-be-taken-up-by-full-house/
https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement
http://www.courtswv.gov/supreme-court/index.html
http://www.courtswv.gov/lower-courts/index.html
http://www.courtswv.gov/public-resources/press/circuitJudgesMasterList2023.html
http://www.courtswv.gov/public-resources/press/circuitJudgesMasterList2023.html
http://www.courtswv.gov/lower-courts/family-courts.html
http://www.courtswv.gov/lower-courts/index.html
http://www.courtswv.gov/supreme-court/index.html
http://www.courtswv.gov/lower-courts/circuit-courts.html
http://www.courtswv.gov/lower-courts/circuit-courts.html
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Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

Governor has authority to make an interim appointment.876  Interim 

appointment must stand for election at next election to hold office for the 

remainder of the unexpired term.877  West Virginia retired judges may serve 

as senior judges at the discretion of the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of 

Appeals and may be called for temporary service in any of the courts.878 

Population 1,793,716879 

Cases filed 

annually or 

pending and 

backlogs 

230,543880 

 

 

48. Wisconsin 

Courts The judiciary of Wisconsin is composed of a Supreme Court, a Court of 

Appeals, Circuit Courts, which are the Trial Courts of General Jurisdiction, 

and various Municipal Courts.881  Supreme Court terms are for 10 years, and 

Circuit Court and Court of Appeals terms are for 6 years.882 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Wisconsin judges are elected in nonpartisan elections.883 

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

The need for additional Circuit Court branches and judges is determined by a 

judicial assessment, with the most recent request for revision being approved 

in 2007 when 8 new judicial seats were created.884  In 2019, a bill to add 

another judge to counties with heavy workloads was proposed, but not 

passed.885   

How often 

evaluated? 

No set timetable, but the Wisconsin State Legislature passed a provision 

allowing for additional state court branches in each of the years 2020, 2021, 

and 2022 if determined by the director of state courts to be necessary.886 

 

876 WV Code § 3-10-3a(a) (2020).  
877 WV Code §§ 3-10-1(a), (b), (c)(3) (2020).  
878 W.Va. Const. Art. VIII, § 8. 
879 United States Census Bureau, U.S. Population 2020, United States Census Bureau, Quick Facts West Virginia 

(July 1, 2021), https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/WV.  
880 The West Virginia Court System, The 2021 Annual Statistics Report on Circuit, Family, and Magistrate Courts, 

5, 8, 11-13, http://www.courtswv.gov/public-resources/press/Publications/2021_Statistical_Annual_Report.pdf.  
881 Wisconsin Court System, About the Courts: Wisconsin’s Judicial Branch, Court System Overview, 

https://www.wicourts.gov/courts/overview/overview.html.   
882 Id.  
883 Id.  
884 Nancy M. Rottier, Eight New Judgeships Created, The Third Branch, Volume 15, No 4, 1 (2007), 

https://www.wicourts.gov/news/thirdbranch/docs/fall07.pdf. 
885  See S.B. 148, 104th Leg. Reg. Sess. (Wis. 2019). 
886 Wis. Stats. § 753.0605 (2022).  

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/WV
http://www.courtswv.gov/public-resources/press/Publications/2021_Statistical_Annual_Report.pdf
https://www.wicourts.gov/courts/overview/overview.html
https://www.wicourts.gov/news/thirdbranch/docs/fall07.pdf
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Factors 

considered 

A judicial needs assessment conducted in 2006 established a set of case 

weights that provide uniform and comparable measures of the number of 

judicial officers needed to provide effective case resolution.887 

Allocation 

and 

Assignment of 

Judges  

The Legislature shall prescribe by law the number of judicial circuits, 

making them as compact and convenient as practicable, and bounding them 

by county lines. No alteration of circuit boundaries shall have the effect of 

removing a Circuit Judge from office during the judge’s term. In case of an 

increase of circuits, the first judge or judges shall be elected.888 

Judicial 

Retirements 

Interim vacancies are filled by Gubernatorial appointment and those judges 

stand for election the following Spring.889  The Wisconsin Constitution 

authorizes the legislature to impose a mandatory retirement age of not less 

than 70, however, to date no such retirement statute has been enacted.890 

Number of 

Judges 

Of 508 judges, 253 are Trial Court Judges.891 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

 

Population 5,893,718892 

Cases filed 

annually or 

pending and 

backlogs 

674,144893 

 

 

49. Wyoming 

Courts The judiciary of Wyoming is composed of a Supreme Court, District Courts, 

the Trial Courts of General Jurisdiction, Circuit Courts which hear cases 

worth under $50,000, and Municipal Courts.894  Wyoming also has a 

Chancery Court as a forum for streamlined resolution of commercial, 

 

887 Brian Ostrom and Matthew Kleiman, Judicial Needs Assessment, Wisconsin Director of State Courts Office, 1 

(2006), https://ncsc.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/api/collection/judicial/id/33/download.   
888 Wis. Const. Art. VII, § 6. 
889 Wis. Const. Art. VII, § 9. 
890 Wis. Const. Art. VII, § 24(2).  See also, Mandatory judicial retirement ages by state as of March 14, 2022, 

https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement.  
891 Wisconsin Court System, About the Courts: Wisconsin’s Judicial Branch, Court System Overview, 

https://www.wicourts.gov/courts/overview/overview.htm.   
892 United States Census Bureau, U.S. Population 2020, United States Census Bureau, Quick Facts Wisconsin (July 

1, 2021), https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/WI.  
893 Wisconsin Courts, Caseload Summary by Responsible Court Official – Statewide Report (2021), 

https://www.wicourts.gov/publications/statistics/circuit/docs/caseloadstate21.pdf.   This figure represents the 

number of cases opened in 2021. 
894 Wyo. Const. Art. V, §1; Wyoming Judicial Branch, About the Courts, https://www.courts.state.wy.us/about-the-

courts/.  

https://ncsc.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/api/collection/judicial/id/33/download
https://ballotpedia.org/Mandatory_retirement
https://www.wicourts.gov/courts/overview/overview.htm
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/WI
https://www.wicourts.gov/publications/statistics/circuit/docs/caseloadstate21.pdf
https://www.courts.state.wy.us/about-the-courts/
https://www.courts.state.wy.us/about-the-courts/
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business and trust cases.895  Supreme Court Judges serve 8-year terms, 

District Court Judges serve 6-year terms, and Circuit Court Judges serve 4 

year terms.896 

Appointment/ 

Election/ 

Other 

Since 1971, judges are appointed by the Governor.897  At the conclusion of 

their terms, judges stand for retention elections.898  

Who 

Determines 

Number of 

Judicial Seats 

and How? 

“The Legislature may increase the number of judicial districts and judges, 

such an increase or change may not result in the removal of any judge from 

his office during the term from which he may have been elected or 

appointed; provided that the number of district and District Judges [does not] 

exceed four (4) until the valuation of taxable property in the state shall be 

equal to one hundred million ($100,000,000) dollars.”899  The number of 

District Court Judges is set out in a statute which apportions them by county, 

and notes they have concurrent jurisdiction with Circuit Court Judges.900 

How often 

evaluated? 

 

Factors 

considered? 

Currently, there is a House Bill before the Wyoming Legislature in draft 

form sponsored by the Joint Judiciary Interim Committee which would 

require the completion of judicial workload assessments for District Courts 

and Circuit Courts.901  The proposed judicial workload assessments will 

include weighted workload calculations, total judicial workload calculations, 

the need for judicial services for each county and judicial district relative to 

the number of judges assigned to each judicial district and each county 

within a judicial district, and any other information deemed relevant by the 

Supreme Court.902 

Allocation 

and 

Assignment of 

Judges  

District Court Judges may “hold court for each other and shall do so when 

required by law.”903  The legislature shall from time to time authorize the 

number and location of Circuit Court Judges.904  The Supreme Court may, 

based on caseload studies, determine where within a circuit the Circuit Court 

Judge shall reside.905 

 

895 Wyoming Judicial Branch, Chancery Court, https://www.courts.state.wy.us/chancery-court/  
896 Wyoming Judicial Branch, About the Supreme Court, https://www.courts.state.wy.us/supreme-court/about-the-

supreme-court/; Wyoming Judicial Branch, About the Courts, https://www.courts.state.wy.us/about-the-courts/.    
897 Wyo. Const. Art. 5, §§ 4(b), 4(c). 
898 Wyo. Const. Art. 5, § 4(g). 
899 Wyo. Const. Art. 5, § 21. 
900 Wyo. Stat. § 5-3-102(a) (2012). 
901 State of Wyoming, House Bill – Judicial Workload Assessments, Draft Only, 1, 

https://wyoleg.gov/InterimCommittee/2021/01-2021091322LSO-0114v0.4.pdf.  
902 Id. 3. 
903 Wyo. Const. Art. 5, § 11. 
904 Wyo. Stat. § 5-9-103(a) (2012). 
905 Wyo. Stat. § 5-9-103(b) (2012). 

https://www.courts.state.wy.us/chancery-court/
https://www.courts.state.wy.us/supreme-court/about-the-supreme-court/
https://www.courts.state.wy.us/supreme-court/about-the-supreme-court/
https://www.courts.state.wy.us/about-the-courts/
https://wyoleg.gov/InterimCommittee/2021/01-2021091322LSO-0114v0.4.pdf
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Judicial 

Retirements 

Mandatory retirement age is 70.906  A retired judge, who does not practice 

law, at the request of a District Court Judge with the consent of the Chief 

Justice may be assigned to serve on any court with full judicial salary.907  

Number of 

Judges  

There are 5 Supreme Court Judges and 24 District Court Judges.908 The 

number of Wyoming Circuit Court Judges is not readily available online. 

Other 

Applicable 

Resources or 

Details 

 

Population 576,851909 

Cases filed 

annually or 

pending and 

backlogs  

133,319910 

 

 

906 Wyo. Const. Art. 5, § 5. 
907 Wyo. Stat. § 5-1-106(f) (2020). 
908 Wyoming Judicial Branch, About the Courts, https://www.courts.state.wy.us/about-the-courts/.   
909 United States Census Bureau, U.S. Population 2020, United States Census Bureau, Quick Facts Wyoming (July 1, 

2021), https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/WY.   
910 Wyoming Judicial Branch, Wyoming Circuit Court Statistics FY21 (July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021), 

https://www.courts.state.wy.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Circuit-Court-Statistics-FY21-Website.pdf; Wyoming 

Judicial Branch, Wyoming District Court Statistics Fiscal Year 2021 (July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021), 

https://www.courts.state.wy.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/District-Court-Statistics-FY2021.pdf.  

https://www.courts.state.wy.us/about-the-courts/
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/WY
https://www.courts.state.wy.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Circuit-Court-Statistics-FY21-Website.pdf
https://www.courts.state.wy.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/District-Court-Statistics-FY2021.pdf

