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Emissions in NYC 
come overwhelmingly 
from fossil fuels used 
to heat, cool, and 
power our buildings. 
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The Building Decarbonization To-Do List

 Improve Efficiency & Electrify Existing Building Systems (Local Law 97)

 Ensure New Buildings are Electrified/Zero-Emission Ready (Local Law 154)

 Clean Up New York City’s Electricity Grid (Local Law 97 & CLCPA)



Existing Buildings

Local Law 97





Emission Intensity Limits

• Multifamily Residential

• Commercial

• Hotel

10 Use Groups
Granular remapping in progress

Prescriptive Measures

• More than 35% Rent Regulated

•Adjusting temperature set points for heat and hot water to reflect 
appropriate space occupancy and facility requirements.
•Repairing all heating system leaks.
•Maintaining the building’s heating system, including but not limited to 
ensuring that system component parts are clean and in good 
operating condition.
•Installing individual temperature controls or insulated radiator 
enclosures with temperature controls on all radiators.
•Insulating all pipes for heating and/or hot water.
•Insulating the steam system condensate tank or water tank.
•Installing indoor and outdoor heating system sensors and boiler 
controls to allow for proper set-points.
•Replacing or repairing all steam traps such that all are in working 
order.
•Installing or upgrading steam system master venting at the ends of 
mains, large horizontal pipes, and tops of risers, vertical pipes 
branching off a main.
•Upgrading lighting to comply with the standards for new systems set 
forth in section 805 of the New York city energy conservation code 
and/or applicable standards referenced in such energy code on or 
prior to December 31, 2024.
•Weatherizing and air sealing where appropriate, including windows 
and ductwork, with focus on whole-building insulation.
•Installing timers on exhaust fans.
•Installing radiant barriers behind all radiators.



Flexible price signal: 
• Up to $268 per metric ton CO2e over building limit. 

Many paths to compliance:

• Energy Efficiency Upgrades

• Building Energy Management Improvements

• Tenant Energy Use Improvements

• Fuel Switching

• Electrification

• Support Cleaning of NYC Grid (Renewables in NYC or 

“directly sinking” into Zone J)

• Offsets (up to 10% of energy use)



A $20 billion market for 
energy efficiency & clean 
building upgrades. 

5.3 million metric tons of 
GHG reductions – equivalent 
to entire emissions of San 
Francisco.

Proportional air quality & 
health improvements.



Electric New Buildings

Local Law 154







Clean Electricity



CHPE: 1,250 MW Canadian Hydropower & Wind

CPNY: 1,300 MW Wind + Solar + Pumped Storage



Five offshore wind projects in active 
development – the largest offshore 
wind pipeline in the nation totaling 
more than 4,300 megawatts.

Goal: 9,000 MW by 2035



The future…


