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NYC-EJA Members



NYC Climate Justice Agenda 2020

● Reduce Greenhouse Gases and Localized 
Emissions

● Advance a Just Transition Towards an 
Inclusive, Regenerative Economy

● Cultivate Healthy and Resilient 
Communities



Waterfront Justice 

 
Climate Risks

● NPCC 2019 report’s projections demonstrate 
that sea-level rise, tidal patterns, flooding,and 
storm surge will increasingly threaten NYC’s 
coastlines.

Waterfront Justice Project Goals

● Address climate change impacts in the 
industrial waterfront

● Support community-based research and actions 
that reduce environmental health risks in 
Sunset Park & South Bronx



Waterfront Justice Project Interactive Map 

 



Five Borough Resiliency 

 Coastal Protections Priorities

● Prioritize flood-vulnerable communities across the city, 
including Hunts Point, East Harlem, North Brooklyn, and 
Sunset Park.

● NYC-EJA recommends incorporating nature-based 
infrastructure and shoreline interventions as an equitable 
solution for disproportionate climate vulnerabilities and 
negative public health outcomes.

● NYC-EJA opposed the $119 billion sea wall proposal, one 
of the options put forth by USACE,  but are troubled that 
the study did not receive continued federal funding.

● Coastal resiliency investments should  benefit NYC’s 
environmental justice communities every day of the year 
by maximizing the numerous co-benefits of green 
infrastructure.



Benefits of Green Infrastructure to 
Environmental Justice Communities

 Green Infrastructure Equity 
● Advocate for strong and timely ecologically-grounded coastal 

protections and resiliency investments

● Advance nature-based solutions in EJ communities, including: 
stormwater management, street trees, community gardens, 
bioswales, and open space. 

● Improving the water quality of waterways 

● Mitigating urban heat island effect

● Improving air quality

● Enhancing coastal resiliency

● Reducing energy demand 

● Fostering community cohesion (recreational space/ education)

● Creating local workforce development opportunities



Hunts Point Resiliency 

 



Extreme Heat & Community Preparedness

● Over half of NYCHA residents live in the 
city’s most heat vulnerable neighborhoods

● Advocate for heat mitigation and community 
preparedness investments in heat-vulnerable 
communities

● Support the development of neighborhood 
level community preparedness plans

● Ensure that NYC is prepared for extreme heat 
by ensuring accurate heat mortality data, 
making cooling center locations available 
prior to events, and create a dedicated 
funding stream for extreme heat community 
preparedness.



Street Trees and Extreme Heat Mitigation

● Trees have the ability to store and absorb carbon 
emissions that are driving the climate crisis, and absorb 
harmful co-pollutants like particulate matter that affect 
respiratory health.

● Trees provide cooling by mitigating the urban heat island 
effect through evapotranspiration and shading.

● We continue to urge that the City expand the Cool 
Neighborhoods NYC street tree commitment, and renew 
the successful MillionTreesNYC program to increase 
urban canopy coverage and ensure the long-term 
maintenance and health of the city’s urban forests.



Just Nature NYC



Integrated Climate Resiliency



Thank You!


