The New York City Bar Association’s
Pro Bono & Legal Services Committee [2001-2010]

Chairs: James H.R. Windels, William T. Russell, Jr., Madeleine Schachter, and Stacey O’Haire Fahey

Major Initiatives:
• R
 esponse to 9/11 Assisted in the response by the City Bar and the New York pro bono community in providing legal services to victims of the 9/11 attacks and their
families. The Committee membership worked closely with the City Bar leadership and numerous legal services groups in organizing the massive response effort,
which involved 3,000 lawyers and provided extensive, multi-layered assistance to over 4000 clients. The committee assisted with training and recruitment efforts,
and provided ongoing guidance to the City Bar Justice Center, which coordinated the effort that also incorporated many of the City’s legal services organizations, law
schools and bar associations.
• U
 nbundled Legal Services Researched and analyzed how to provide unbundled legal services (i.e., services to a client in a discrete subject matter area) consistent
with the rules of professional responsibility and the interests of indigent clients and law firm volunteers. Created model engagement letters and guidelines for the
provision of unbundled services in various areas of practice.
• N
 ew Associates Pro Bono Day Organized a New Associates Pro Bono Day each year when approximately 150 new associates starting work at law firms in New
York were welcomed at the City Bar and could choose from a variety of training and information sessions offered by legal services groups.
• B
 est Practices in Pro Bono Series The highly acclaimed Best Practices series began in 2010 and has been a feature of the Committee for approximately seven
years. Each session convenes a group to discuss an issue impacting pro bono legal services. A broad audience is invited, with attendees from law firms, legal
services organizations, law schools, corporate in-house lawyers and others. The sessions are not recorded, in order to encourage a safe space within which the
participants can have a candid discussion.
• P
 ro Bono Principles signed by 30 NY firms

Some Yearly Highlights
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2008
• T
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